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upon the firji publicaiton of this pamphlet^ all the 
Scotch Lords^ then in London, went in a bddy^ and 
complained to ^een "A^^E'ofthe affVofit put on 
them and their nation by the author of this Treatife. 
Whereupon a proclamation was' ptAliJhed by her 
Majejiyy offering, a reward of three hur^dred pounds 
to dif cover him. The reafon for offering fo fmall 
afum wasy that the ^eejp and Minijiry had no de- 
fin to have the author taken into cuflody. 
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THE 

PUBLIC SPTRIT 

O F T H E 

WHIGS [a]. 

I Cannot without feme envy, 2nd a' juft rcfent-' 
ment againft the oppofite coiiduft of others, 
reflevS upon that generolity and tenderncfs, where- 
with the heads and principal members of a ftrug-; 
gling faftion treat thofe who will undertake to* 
hold a pen in their defence. And the behaviour 
of thefe patrons is yet the more laudable, becaufe' 
the benefits they confer are almoft gratis. If any 
of their labourers can fcratch out a pamphlet, they 
defire no more ; there is no queftion offered about 

[fl] It was wntten in the year 17 12, by the confcnt, if not the 
encouragement, of the minifters of that ara, in anfwer to the Crifw 
by Sir Richard Steele, O r r £ k y. 

The noble commentator, who appears in another inftance to have 
given an account of the works of his author, from a pcrufal of no 
more than a title • in the Dublin editions, has been betrayed into mif- 
takes, which, if he had read the piece, he would have efcaped. This 
traft, in the title which his lordfhip confulted, is faid to have been 
written in the year 1711 : but in tliat part of it which moll dcfcivvs 
the notice of a critic, becaufe it occafioned the complaint in the Houfc 
of Lords, mention is made of a motion to diflblve the Union, which 
did not happen till 1713. The complaint, which is faid in the note 
to happen upon the frfl publication, was made the 2d of March 
1713-14, and the pamphlet, according to the cuftom of printers, was 
dated 17 14. 

• Sec Voyage to Brobdingnag, Chap. VI, 
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4 THE PUBLtG SPIRIT 

the wit, the ftyle, the argumcntt Let a pamphlet 
come out upon demand in a proper junfture, yoii 
{hall be well and certainly paid ; you (hall be paid 
before-hand ; every' one of the party, who is able 
to read, ^dcan fpare a fliilling, flia]l be a fub- 
fcriber ; fcvcral thoufand^ of each produdHon (hall 
be fent among their friends through the kingdom j 
the work (hall be reported admirable, fublime, un- 
anfwerable; fhall ferve to raife the finking cla- 
mours, and confirm the (candal of introducing 
popery and the pretender upon the Queen and her 
minifters; * 

Among the prefent writers on that fide I can re- 
colle£l: but three of any great diftin<Sion, which 
are the Flying^poji^ Mr. Dunton^ and the author of 
The Crifts [i]. The firft of thefe feems to have been 
much funk in reputation, fince the fudden retreat 
of the only true genuine original author^ Mr. Rid- 
pathy who is celebrated by the Dutch gazetteer as 
ene of the beji pens in England. Mn Dunton hath 
been longer and more converfant in books than 
any of the three, as well as more voluminous in his 
jprodu£lions : however, having employed his ftu- 
idies in fo great a variety of other fubje6ts, he hath, 
I think, but lately turned his genius to politicks. 
His famous traQ, intituled Neck or nothings muft b6 
allowed to be the fhrewdeft piece, and written 
with the moft fpirit of any, which hath appeared 

f^] Mr, Steele was expelled the Houfe of Commons for this pamph- 
let, at the very fame time that the Houfe moved ag^dnft the Dean for 
the Reply. 

from 



OFTHEWHIGS. j 

from that fide fince the change of the miniftry : it is 
indeed a moft cutting fatire upon the lord treafurer 
and lord BoUngbroke\ and I wonder none of our 
friends ever undertook to anfwer it* I confefs, I 
was at firft of the fame opinion with feveral good 
judges, who, froni the ftyle and manner, fuppofe 
it to have iffued from the fliarp pen of the earl of 
Nottingham \ and I am ftill apt to think it might 
receive his lordlhip's laft hand. The third and 
principal of this triumvirate is the author of l!bi 
Crijis ; who, although he muft yield to the Tlying-^ 
poft in knowledge of the world and (kill in poli- 
ticks, and to Mr. Dunton in keennefs of fatire and 
variety of reading, hath yet other qualities enough 
to denominate him a writer of a fuperior clafs to 
cither ; provided he would a little regard the pro- 
priety and difpofition of his words, confult the 
grammatical part, and get ibme information in the 
fubjed he intends to handle. 

Omitting the generous countenance and encou* 
ragement that have been (hewn to the perfons and 
produdions of the two former authors, I (hall 
here only coniider the great favour conferred upon 
the laft. It hath been advertifed for feveral months 
in The Engliflmum [^], and others papers, that ai 
pamphlet, called The Crifisy fhould be publifhed at 
a proper time, in order to open the eyes of the na- 
tion. It was propofed to be printed by fubfcrip- 
tion, price a (hilling. This was a little out of 

[r] A ptper wrfcten by the fimc avthor,' In ftfour of the prececL 
iM sdfluniftvstiflo. 

B 3 form; 



i THE PUBLIC SPIRIT 

an extra£t from certain a&s of parliament, and 
about ten pages of dry reflediona on the proceed- 
ings of the Queen and her fervants ; which his 
coadjutors, the earl of Nottingham^ Mr. Dunton^ 
and the ^ying'po/ly had long ago fet before us in a 
much clearer light. 

In popiih countries, when fome impoftor cries 
out, jf miracle ! a miracle ! it is not done with a 
hope or intention of converting hereticks, but 
confirming the deluded vulgar in their errors; 
txid fo the cry goes round, without exan^ining into 
the cheat. Thus the whigs among us give about a 
Qvy^ A pamphlet! a pamphlet! theCrifis! theCrifisl 
not with a view df convincing their adverfaries, 
but to raife the fpirits of their friends, recall their 
ftragglers, and unite their numbers by found and 
impudence ; as bees aflemble and cling together by 
the noife of brafs. 

That no other eiFed could be imagined or hoped 
by the publication of this timely treatife, will be 
manifeft from fome obvious reflexions upon the 
feveral parts of it; wherein the follies, the falf- 
hoods, or the abfurdities, appear fo frequent, that 
they may boldly contend for number with the 
lines. 

When the hawker holds this pamphlet towards 
you, the firft words you perceive are. The Crijis ; 
or, A difcourfe^ &c. The interpreter of Suidas 
gives four tranflations of the word Crijis ; any of 
which may be as properly applied to this author's let- 
ter 
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tcf to the bailiff' of Stockbridge [i]. Next, what 
he calls a iijcourfe^ confifts only of two pages, pre« 
fixed to twenty-two more, which contain extrads 
from a£U of parliament ; for as to the twelve laft 
pages, they are provided for by . themfelves in the 
title under the name of &9m€ feafonable remarks m 
the danger ef a popiih fuccejfor. Another circum*- 
fiance worthy of our information in the title-page 
is, that the crown hath been fettled by previwi 
a^s. I never heard of any zSt of parliament that 
ivas not previous to what it enafted, unlefs thofe 
two, by which the earl of Strafford and Sir Jeim 
FenwUk loft their heads, may pafs for exceptionsii 
A difcourfe^ reprefenting from the moft authentic re^ 
cordis tic. He hath borrowed this expreffion front 
fome writer, who probably underftood the words ; 
but this gentleman hath altogether mifapplied them; 
and, under favour, he is wholly miftaken ; for a 
heap of extra£b from feveral ads of parliament 
cannot be called a difcourfe ; neither do I. believe 
be copied them from the moft authentic records^ 
which, as I take it, are lodged in the Tower^ but 
out of fome printed copy, I grant there is nothing 
material in sdl this, further than to (hew the gene-* 
rofity of our adverfaries in encouraging a writer, 
who cannot furnilh out fo much as a title-page with 
propriety or common fenfe. 

[d] Steek addreffed a letter to the k^ff of Stockbridge, who a^ 
pean to have been returning officer for this borough^ which Sueb 
repiefented in parliaqicnt. 

Nert 
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Next follows the dedication to the clergy of the 
church of England^ wherein the modefty and the 
meaning of the firft paragraphs arc hardly to be 
matched. He tells theip, he hath made a comment 
upon the a£fs of fettlement, which he lays before 
them, and conjures them to recommend in their writ^ 
•ings and difcourfes to their fellow-fubjeSfs : and he 
doth all this, out of a juji deference to their great 
power and influence. This is the right whig fchemc 
of direding the clergy what to preach. The arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury's jurifdidlion extends no far- 
ther than over his own province ; but the author 
of the crijis conftitutes himfelf vicar- general over 
the whole clergy of the church of England. The 
bifhops in their letters or fpeeches to their own 
clergy proceed no further than to exhortation ; but 
this writer conjures the whole clergy of the church 
to recommend his comment upon the laws of the land, 
in their writings and difcourfes. I would fain know, 
who made him a commentator upon the laws of the 
land : after which it will be time enough ^o afk 
him, by what authority he directs the clergy /^ 
recommend his comments from the pulpit or the 
prefs ? 

He tells the clergy there are two circumflances 
tohich place the minds of the people under their direc^ 
tion ; the firft circumftance is their education ; the 
fecond circumftance is the tenths of our lands. 
This laft, according to the Latik -phrafe, is fpoken 
ad invidiam ; for hfe knows well enough, they have 
not a twentieth : but if you take it in his own 

way. 
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vay, the landlord has nine parts in ten of the peo- 
ple's minds under his direction. Upon this rock 
the author before us is perpetually fplitting, as 
often as he ventures out beyond the narro^¥ bounds 
of his literature. He hath a confufed remembrance 
of words fince he left the unlverfity, but hath loft 
half their meaning, and puts them together with 
no regard, except to their cadence ; as I remember 
a fellow nailed up maps in a gentleman's clofet, 
feme fideling, others upfide down, the better to ad- 
juft them to the pannels. 

I am fenfible it is of little confequence to their 
caufe, whether this defender of it underftands gram- 
mar or no; and if what he would fain fay, dif- 
covered him to be a well-wiflier to reafon or truth, 
I would be ready to make large allowances. But 
when, with great difficulty, I defcry a compofition 
of rancour and fal(hood intermixed with plaufible 
nonfenfe, I feel a ftruggle between contempt and 
indignation at feeing the character of a cenfor^ a 
guardian^ an Englijhman^ a commentator on the 
lawsy an inftruSior of the clergy^ afTumed by a child 
of obfcurity, without one iingle qualification to fup- 
port them. 

This writer, who either afFeds, or is com- 
manded, of late to copy after the bifhop of Sarum^ 
hath, out of the pregnancy of his invention, found 
out an old way of infinuating the grofleft refle<£li- 
ons under the appearance of admonitions ; and is 
fo judicious a follower of the prelate, that he taxes 
tile clergy for inflaming their people with apprchen^ 

fiotu 
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Jims of danger to tbem and their conjlitutlon from tmnj 
who are innocent of fuch defigm\ when we muft 
needs confefs, the whole defign of his pamphlet is 
U inflame the people with apprebenjions of danger from 
the prefent miniftry, whom we believe to be at leaft 
as innocent men as the laft. 

What (hall I fay to a pamphlet, where the malice 
mnd fallhood of every line would require an an- 
fwer, and where the dulnefs and abfurdities will 
not deferve one ? 

By his pretending to have always maintained an 
inviolable refpefl to the clergy, he would iniinuate, 
that thofe papers among the Tatlers and SpeSiators^ 
where the whole order is abufed, were not his 
own. I will appeal to all who know the flataefs 
of his ftyle, and the barrennefs of his invention, 
whether he doth not grofly prevaricate? was he 
ever able to walk without leading-firings, or fwim 
Without bladders, without being difcovered by his 
hobbling and his finking ? hath he adhered to his 
charadter in his paper called The EngUJhman^ where- 
of he is allowed to . be fole author without any 
competition ? . what does he think of the letter 
figned by himfelf, which relates to Molefworth [^], 

[e] The right honourable Robert Molefmortb, Efq; one of the privf 
council and member of the Houfe of Commons, created a peer by 
king George I, The lower houfe of convocation there preferred a com- 
plaint againft him for difrefpedtful words, which bang reprefented im 
England^ he was removed from the council : to jufiiiy him agsdnft 
this complaint was the fubjedt ofSteeU^s letter. 

2 in 
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in whofe defence he affronts the whole convocation 
qI Inland? 

It is a wife maxim, that becaufe the clergy arc 
no civil lawyers, they ought not to preach obedi- 
ence to governors ; and therefore they ought not to 
preach temperance, becaufe they are no phyficians. 
Examine all this author's writings, and then point 
me out a divine who knoweth lefs of the conftitu- 
tion of England than he ; witnefs thofe many egFe« 
gious blunders in his late papers, where he pre-» 
tended to dabble in the fubje£l. 

But the clergy have, it feems, imbibed their no- 
tions of power and obedience, abhorrent from our 
laws, from the pompous ideas of imperial greatnefs 
and the fubmiffion to abfolute emperors. This is grofs 
ignorance, below a fchooUboy in his Lucius Florus^r 
The Roman Hiftory, wherein lads are inftrufted, 
reacheth little above eight hundred years, and the 
authors do every where inftil republican principles 9 
and, from the account of nine in twelve of the firft 
emperors, we learn to have a dereftation againft 
tyranny. The Greets carry this point yet a great 
deal higher, which none can be ignorant of, who 
hath read or heard them quoted. This gave Hobbes 
the occafion of advancing a pofition diredlly con- 
trary ; that the youth of England were corrupted 
in their political principles, by reading the hiftories 
of Rome and Greece^ which, having been written 
under republicks, taught the readers to have ill 
notions of monarchy. In this affcrtion there was 

fomething 
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(bmething fpecious, but that advanced by The Crijis 
could only ifTue from the profoundeft ignorance. 

But, would you know his fcheme of education 
for young gentlemen at the univerfity ? it is, that 
they {hould fpend their time in perufing thofe a<Els 
q{ parliament, whereof his pamphlet is an extra£):, 
which if it had been done^ the kingdom would not be^ 
in its prefent condition^ but every member fent into the 
world thus inJiruSiedy Jince the Revolution^ would havi 
been an advocate for our rights and liberties. 

Here now is a projcft for getting more money. 
by the crifts ; to have it read by tutors in the uni- 
verfities. I thoroughly agree with him, that, if 
our ftudents had been thus employed for twenty, 
years paft, the kingdom had not been in its prefent 
condition : but we have too many of fuch profici-/ 
ents already among the young nobility and gentry, 
who have gathered up their politicks from choco- 
late-houfes, and fadlious clubs, and who, if they 
had fpent their time in hard ftudy at Oxford or 
Cambridge^ we might indeed have faid, that the 
faSious part of this kingdom had not been in its pre^^ 
fefit condition y or have fuft'ered themfelves to be 
taught, that a few a6ts of parliament relating to 
the fucceflion are preferable to all other civil in/li- 
tutions whatfoever. Neither did I ever before hear, 
that an adl of pailiament relating to one particular 
point could be called a civil inftitution. 

He fpends almoft a quarto page in telling the 
clergy, that they will be certainly perjured if they 
bring in the pretender^ whom they have abjured ; 

and 
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ind'he wifely reminds them, that they have (worn 
without equivocation or mental refervation 5 other- 
wife the clergy might think, as foon as they re-f 
ceived the pretender^ and turned papijis^ they would 
be free from their oath. 

This honeft, civil, ingenious gentleman knows 
in his confcience, that there are not ten clergymen 
in England (except nonjurors) who do not abhoF 
the thoughts of the pretender reigning over usj 
much jnore than himfelf. But this is the fpittle of 
the bifhop of Sarum [/], which our author licks 
up, and fwallows, and then coughs out again with 
an addition of his own phlegm. I would fain fup- 
pofe the body of the clergy were to return an an- 
fwer by one of their members to thefe worthy 
counfellors ; I conceive it might be in the follow- 
ing terms : 

** My lord and gentleman^ 
*' The clergy command me to give you thanks 
" for your advice ; and if they knew any crimes, 
*^ from which either of you were as free, as they 
" are from thofe which you fo earneftly exhort, 
** them to avoid, they would return your favour 
" as near as poffible in the fame ftyle and manner, 
** However, that your advice may not be wholly 
" loft, particularly that part of it which relates to 
*' the pretender^ they defire you would apply it to 
** more proper perfons. Look among your own 

[/J Dr. G'lihert Bunut, 

4 " leaders; 
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*< leaders ; examine which of them engaged in a 
«• plot to reftore the late king James^ and received 
^^ pardons under his feal ; examine which of them 
<* have been fince tampering with his pretended 
^* fon, and to gratify their ambition, their avmrice, 
«* their malice and revenge, are now willing to re- 
*^ ftore him at the expence of the religion and li- 
<* berty of their country. Retire, good my lord, 
<< with your pupil, and let us hear no more of 
^< thefe hypocritical infinuations, left the Queen 
«* and minifters, who have been hitherto content 
^ with only £/appointing the lurking villainies of 
^ your fa&ion, may be at laft provoked to iX' 
«* po/e them.'* 

But his refpefi: for the clergy is fuch, that he 
doth not infinuate as if they really had thefe evil 
difpofitions ^ he only injmuatesj that they give too 
much caufe for fuch in/hmations* 

I will, upon occaiion, firip fome of his infinua-- 
tuns from their generality and folecifins, and drag 
Ihem into the light. His dedication to the clergy 
is full of them, becaufe here he endeavours to mould 
up his rancour and civility together; by which 
cooftrajnt he is obliged to (borten his paragraphs, 
and to place them in fuch a light, that they ob- 
jcure one another. Suppofing, therefore, that I 
have fcraped off his good manners in order to come 
at his meaning, which lies under; he tells the 
clergy, that the favour of the Queen and her mt-' 
nifters is but a coliur $f zeal towards them ; that the 

people 
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|ieople were deluded by a groundlefs cry of the 
church's danger at SachevirePs trial \ that the 
clergy, as they are men of fenfi and honour ^ ought 
to preach this truth to their feveral congregations ; 
and .let them knowi that the true defign of the 
prefent men in power, in that and all their pro- 
ceedings fince in.. favour of the church, was to 
bring in^pofiryf, France ^ and the pretender^ and to 
teflave ail Ewropej contrary to the laws of our coun^ 
try^ the pcWer of the legiflaturej the faith ef nMonsj 
and the hemur of God. 

I cannot fee why the clergy, as men of fenfe and 
men of homur (for he appeals not to them as men 
of religion )i ihould not be allowed to know when 
they are in danger, and be able to guefs whence it. 
comes, and who are their protedors. The defign 
of their deftrUdUon indeed may have been projected 
in the dark ; but when all was ripe, their enemies 
proceeded to fo many overt-a^ in the face of the 
nation, that it was obvious to the meaneft people^ 
who wanted no other motives to rouzc them. 
On the other fide, can this author, or the wifefl 
of hia fa&ion, affign one (ingle ad of the prefent 
miniftry any way tending towards bringing in the 
pretemdaTf or to weaken the fucceiEon of the houfe 
of Hemoverf Obferve then the reafonablenefs of 
this gentleman's advice: the clergy, the gentry,- 
and the common people, had the utmoft apprehen- 
fions of danger to the church under the late mi- 
niftry 5. yet then it was the greateft impiety to i«- 
fiame the people with any fucb apprehenfuns. His 
Vol. IX. C danger 
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danger of a popijh facceflbr, from any fteps of the 
prefent mitliilry, is an artiificial calumny, raifed 
and fpread again (I the convfdtion of the inventors, 
pretended to be believed only by thofe, who abhor 
the conftitution in church and Aace \ an obdurate 
fadion, who compafs heaven and earth to reftore 
themfelves upon the ruin of their country ; yet 
here our author exh&ris the cler'gf to preach up= hw 
imaginary danger to their people, and difturb the 
public peace with his {trained feditious comments. 

But how comes this gracious licence to the 
clergy from the whigs to concern themfelves with 
politicks of any fort, although k be on^y the gloilea 
and comments of Mr. Steele ? The fpceches of the 
managers at SacheverePs trial, partfcularly thoCe of 
Sianl)ope^- Lechmeriy Kingy Parker [g]^ aad fome 
others, feemed to deliver a different doctrine. Nay, 
this very dedication complains of fome in holy orders ^ 
who have made the cm/ikutim of their country (in 
which and the coptick Mr. Steele is equally (killed) 
a* very little part of their Jludy^ and yet made ohedi* 
ence and gsvernmeni the frequent fubjeiis of their dif^ 
eourfes. This difficulty is eafily folved ; for by 
fpliticks they mean obedience, Mr^ Hoadley [A], 
v^ho is a champion for refinance, was never charg- 
ed with meddling out of his function : Hugh Peter^^ 
stnd his brethren, in the times of ufurpation, had 

J[£\ Thefe perfons- were created peers by king George I. 

l^b] DoQax Be/gamin Headley, created bifhop of Bangor by kin^ 
Ctorg€ i. in 1715, tranflated to Hereford in 17*1/ to Sal'tfturj in 
1733, and to fTinebffter'w, 1734. 

..^ . 5 fuH 
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AiH liberty to pVeach up (edition and rebellion j 
and fo Jiere Mr. Steele iSxics out his licence to th^ 
clergy to preach up the danger of a popijh pretender^ 
in defiance of the Queen and her adminiftration. 

Every whiffler in a laced coat, who frequents 
the chotolate-houfe, and is able to fpell the title 
of a pamphlet, (hall talk of the conftitution with 
as much plaufibility as this very folemn writer ; 
and> with as good a grace, blame the clergy for 
meddling with politicks, which they do no un* 
derftand. I have known many of thefe able poli- 
ticians furnifhed, before they were of age, with all 
the neceflary topicks of their fadion, and by the 
help of about twenty polyfyllables capable of main« 
taining an argument, that would (hiiie in The Crtfts ; 
whofe author gathered up his little ftock from the 
£ime fchools, and hath written from no other 
fund. 

But^ after all^ it is not clear to me, whether this 
gentleman addreffeth himfelf to the clergy of Eng^ 
kind in general, or only to thofe very few (hardly 
enough, in cafe of a change, to fupply the mor- 
tality of thofe fUf'denying prelates he celebrates) 
who are in his principles, and among thefe only 
(uch ^s live in and about London ; which probably 
will reduce the number to about half a dozen at 
inoft. I (hould incline tp guefs the latter ; becaufe 
he tells them they are furrounded by a learned^ 
wealthy^ inowtng gentry ^ who know with what firm-- 
mfsj Jelf-dehial^ and charity^ the hifoops adhered to thi 
public caufe^ and what contumelies thofe clergymen 

C 2 havi 
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have undergom, W^. who adhered to the caufe ef 
thith. By thofe terms, the public eaufe^ and the 
caufe of truths he underftands the caufe of the whigSj 
in oppofition to the Qy££N and her fervants: 
therefore, by the learned^ ivealthj^ and hfwwing gentry^ 
he muft underftand the Bank atid Eqft-tn(Ua com^ 
pany^ and thofe other merchants or citizens within 
the bills of mortality, who have been ftrenuous 
againft the church and crown, and whofe fpirit of 
fa£tion hath lately got the better of their intereft. 
For let him fearch ail the reft of the kingdom, he 
will find t\it futrounded clergy, and the furrounding 
gentry, wholly ft rangers to the merits of thofe pre- 
lates, and adhering to a very difFerent caufe of 
truths as will foon, I hope, be manifeft, by a fair 
appeal to the reprefentatitres of both* 

It was very unneceffary in this writer to bcfpeak 
the treatment of contempt and derifion^ which the 
clergy are to expcft from his faSion, whenever 
they come into power. I believe, that venerable 
body is in very Httlc concern after what manner 
their moft mortal enemies intend to /r^^^ them, 
whenever it Ihall pleafe God, for our fins, to vifit 
us with fo fatal an event } which, I hope, it will be 
the united endeavours both of dergy and laity to 
hinder. It will be fome fupport to this hope, if I 
could have any opinion of his prediding* talent 
(which fome have afcribed to people of this au- 
thor's charaSler) where he tells us, that noife and 
wrath Will not always pafs for zeal. What other 
inftances of aeal hath this gentleman^ or the reft 

of 
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of his party, been able to produce? If clatnour be 
mfij it is but opening our ears to know from what 
£de it comes ; and, if fedition, fcurrility, flander 
and calumny be the fruit of wrath^ read the 
pamphlets and papers ifiuing from the zealots of 
that fa£tion, or vifit their clubs and coffce-houfes, 
in order to form a judgment of the tree. 

When Mr. Steele tells us, tite have a relighn that 
wants no fupport from the enlargement of fecular 
ptwer^ hut is well fupported by the wifdom and piety 
ef its preachers^ and its own native truth ; it would 
be good to know what religion he profelTeth : for 
the clergy, to whom he fpeaks, will never allow him 
a member of the church of England, They can- 
not agree that the truth of the gofpel, and the 
piety and wifdom of its preachers, are a fufficient 
Jitppori^ in an evil age, againft infidelity, fa£^ion, 
and vice, without the ai&ftance of fecular power \ 
unfefs God would pleafe to confer the gift of mi- 
racles on thofe who wait at the altar. I believe 
they venture to go a little further, and think, that, 
upon fome occafions, they want a little enlargement ^ 
of afftftanci from the fecular power againft atheifis^- 
diifts^ focinians^ and other hereticks. Every firft 
Sunday in Lent^ a part of the liturgy is read to the 
people, in the preface to which the church declares 
her wiihes for the reftoring of that difcipline (he 
formerly had, and which, for fome years paft, 
hath been more wanted than ever. But of this no 
more, left it might infinuate jealoujies between the 
dergy and laity % which, the author tells us, is the 
C 3 policy 
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policy of vain and ambitious men among the former ^ in 
hopes to derive^ from their order ^ a veneration they 
cannot deferve from their virtue. If this be their 
method for procuring veneration, it is the moft 
lingular that ever was thought on ; and the clergy 
would then indeed have no more to do with poli- 
ticks of any fort, than Mr. Steele or his fadlion will 
allow them. 

Having thus toiled through his dedication, I 
proceed to confider his preface, which, half con*- 
filling of quotation, will be fo much the fooner got 
through, It is a very unfair thing in any writer to 
employ his ignorance and malice together ; becaufe 
It gives his anfwerer double work : it is like the 
fort of fophiftry that the logicians call two mediums^ 
which are never allowed in the fame fyllogifm. A 
writer with a weak head, and a corrupt heart, is 
^n over-match for any finglc pen ; like a hireling 
jade, dull and vicious, hardly able to ftir, yet of- 
fering at every turn to kick. 

He begins his preface with fuch an account of 
the original of power, and the nature of civil in- 
ftitutions, as, I am confident, was never once ima- 
gined by any writer upori government, from Plata 
to Mr. Lode. Give me leave to tranfbribe his 
firft paragraph, / never faw an unruhf (rowd ofpeo* 
pie cool by degrees into temper^ but it gave me an idea 
of the original of power ^ and the nature of civil injli^ 
tutions. One particular man has ufualfyy in thefe 
cafes y from the dignity of his appear ariccy or other 
tlHalities known or imagined by the multitudey been re- 
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telved into fudden favour and authority ; the occafibn 
9f their difference has been reprefented to him^ and the 
matter referred io his decifion. 

I have known a poet, who never was out of 
England^ introduce a faft, by way of fimilc, which 
couid probably no where happen nearer than in the 
plains of Libya ; and begin with, ^o have Ifeen [t]. 
Such a fiction, liuppofe, may be juftified by poet- 
ical licence; yet Virgil is much more modeft. 
This paragraph of Mr. Steel/ Sj which he fets down 
as an. obfervation of his own, is a miferable man- 
gled tranflation of fix verfes out of that famous 
poet, who fpeaks after this manner; As when afe* 
Ution arifes in a great mukitudey &c. then if they fee 
a ivife grow man^ &c. Virgilj who lived but a 
litde after the ruin of the Roman republick, where 
/editions often happened, and the force of oratory 
was great amon^ the people, made ufe of a fimile, 
which Mr. Steele turns into a fa<St after fuch a 
manner, as if he had feen it an hundred times; 
and builds upon it a fyftem of the origin of govern- 
ment. When the vulgar here in England aflTemble 
iA a riotous manner (which is not very frequent 
of late years) the prince takes a much more effec- 
tual way than that of fending orators to appeafe 
them : but Mr. Steele imagines fuch a crowd of 
people as this, where there is no government at 
all ; their unmJinefs quelled, and their paflions cooU 
id hy z particular man, whofe great qualities they 

IQ See thfi ntf, pidy^. 

C 4 had 
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bad known before. Such an alTembly muft hav^ 
rifen fuddcnly from the earth, and the man of au'^ 
tbority dropt from the clouds; for, without ibmc 
previous form of government, no fuch crowd did 
ever yet aflemble, or could poffibly be acquainted 
with the merits and dignity of any particular man 
among them. But to purfue his fcheoie; thi$ 
man of authority, who cools the £rowd by degrees^ 
and to whom they all appeal, muft, of neceffity^ 
prove either an open or clandejiine tyrant. A clan- 
deftine tyrant I take to be a king of Brentford^ who 
keeps his army in difguife ; and whenever he hap- 
pens either to die daturaliy, be knocked on th^ 
head, or depofed, the people calmly take ftartb'er 
mef^fwres^ and improve up^n what was begun under bis 
uftlimited power. All this^ our author tells. us» with 
extreme propriety, is wbat feems reafonabU to eom^ 
monfenfe ; that is, in other words, it feems reafon^ 
able to reafou. This is what he calls giving an idea 
ef tbe original of power j and the nature of civil infti^ 
tutionsi Ta which I anfwe?, v^itfa great phlegm, 
that I defy any man alive to (hew me, in douhk 
the number of lines, although- jiirrit by dw fanae 
author,, fuch a complicated ignorance in hifbry^ 
human nature, or politicks, ais well as in the ocdi^^ 
hary properties of thought or of fiyia 

But, it ieems, thefe profound fpecuiations vftm 
only premiied to introduce fotpe quotations in fa^ 
your of refiftunce. Wbat hath r^/^^snu^^to do with 
the fucceffionof the bouib of Hanover^ that the 
whig writers fhould perpetu^tFy alFedl to tag theni 
'. • • . • together? 
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together? I can conceive nothing elfe, but that 
their hatred to the C^ebn and miniftry puts them 
upon thoughts ot introducing the fuccefTor by ans^ 
fber Revolution. Are cafes of extreme necejjby to 
)>e produced as common maxims, by which we are 
always to proceed? Should not thefe gentlemen 
Ibmetimes inculcate the general rule of obedience, 
and not always the exception of reiiftance ; fince 
the former hath been the perpetual di£bite of ail 
laws both divine and civil, and the latter is ftill in 
difpute? 

I (hall meddle with none of the pallages he cites * 
to prove the lawfulhefs of refifting princes, except 
that from the prefcnt lord chancellor's [i] fpeech 
in drfence of Dr. Sacheverel: that there are extra-" 
ordinary cafes^ cafes rf neceffity^ which are implied^ 
abhough not exfrejfed^*in the general rule [of obedi* 
cnce]. Thefe words, very clear in themfelves, 
Mr. SteeU explains into non&nfe; which, in any 
other author, I (hould fufpedt to have been in<- 
teaded as a refle£Uon upoii as great a perfon as ever 
filled or adorned that high flation: but I am fo 
vcU acquainted with his pen, that I much more 
wonder -how it can trace out a true quotation than 
a fidfe comment. To fee him treat my lord HoT'* 
mrt with fo much civility, looks indeed a little 
fufpicious, and a^ if be had malice in his heart. 

[4:] Sir Simm Hanmrt, who^ at the tiffle of SacbevereVs trial, lud 
itfigned his place of attorney general, which he afterwards accepted 
fegan; apon the change of the nuniftrjr, he was made lord keeper, and 
is 171 1 created a bmn. 

He 
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He calls his lordfhip a very great man^ and a great 
living authority \ places himfelf in company with 
general Stanhope and Mr. Hoadley ; and, in fliort, 
takes the moft cfFeQual method in his power of 
ruining his lordfhip in the opinion of every man, 
who is wife or good. I can only tell my lord /for- 
§ourt for his comfort, that thefe praifes are encum- 
bered with the doctrine of refxjiance^ and the true 
rcvoJwt«on-pf inciples ; and provided he will not al- 
low Mr. Steele for his commentator, he may hope 
to recover the honour of beii>g libelled again, as 
veil as his fovereign and fellow-fervants. 

We now come to The Crifts\ where we meet 
with two pages by way of introdudlion' to thofe 
extrafts from a£h of parliament, that conftitutc 
the body of his pamphlet. This introduction be- 
gins with a definition of liberty, and then proceeds 
in a panegyrick upon that great blefling. His pa- 
ncgyrick is made up of half a dozen {hreds, like a 
fchool-boy's theme, beaten general topicks, where 
any other man alive might wander fecurely ; but 
this politician, by venturing to vary the good old 
phrafes, and give them a new turn, commits an 
hundred folecifms and abfurditic*. The weighty 
truths, which he endeavours to prefs upon his rea- 
^r, are fuch as thefe. That liberty it a very good 
thing \ thzt without liberty tve cannot be free i that 
health is good^ andjlrcngth is goody but liberty is 
better than either \ that no man can be happy without 
thi liberty of doing whatever bis own mind tells him 
k itft 5 that men of qmlity love liberty y and commeu 
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people bvt liberty ; even women and children love 
liberty ; and you cannot pleafe them better than by 
letting them do what they pleafe. Had Mr. Stetle 
contented himfelf to deliver thefe and the like 
maxims in fuch intelligible terms, I could have 
found where we agreed and where we differed* 
But us let hear fome of thefe axioms, as he hath 
involved them, ffe cannot pojfefs our fouls with 
pUafuTf and fatisfa^ion^ except we preferve in otar-- 
fehes that ine/iimaUe blejjing^ which we call liberty. 
By Ubertyy I defire to be underjiood to mean the happi^ 

nefs of mnCs livings ^c. The true life of man 

confifts in conducting it according to bis o^un juji fenti^ 

ments and innocent inclinations man's being is A- 

graded below that of a free agent ^ when his affeSlions 
and paffions are no longer governed by the dictates 
of Ins own mind.'--'^ Without liberty^ our health 
(amoog other things) may be at the will of a tyrant 
employed to our own rutn^ and that of our felloW'^ 
treatures. If there be any of thefe maxims which 
is not grofly defe<^ive in truth, in fenfe, or in 
grammar, I will allow them to pafs for unconr 
troulable* By the firft, omitting the pedantry of 
the whole expreffion, there are not above one or 
two nations in the world, where any one man can 
^Jfifi his foul with pleafure and fatisfaSlion, In the 
iecond, he defires to be underjiood to mean ; that is» 
he deilres to be meanit to mean, or to be under- 
flood to underftand. In the third, the life of man 
f»nf0s ih conducing his life. In the fourth he af- 
^rfiis, tha^C ^B^i beings are degraded^ v^hen their 

paffions 



iS THE PUBLIC SPIRIT 

pajft9m an no longer govtrned by the dilates of their 
mun minds', diredly contrary to the lefTons of all 
inoralifts and legiilators 3 who agree unanimoufly, 
• that the paffions of men muft be under the govern- 
ment of reafon and law ; neither are laws of any 
other ufe than to corred the irregularity of our af- 
fcSdons, By the laft, our health is ruinous to ouT" 
fihses and other men when a tyrant pUftfes ; which I 
leave to him to make out. 

I cannot fufficiently commend our anceftors for 
tranfmitting to us the bleffing of liberty ; yet, hav- 
ing laid out their Uood and treafure upon the purchafty 
I do not fee how they aSled parftmonioufty \ becaufe 
I can conceive nothing more generous than that ef 
employing our blood and treafure for the fervice of 
others. But I am fuddenly flruck wttB the 
thought, that I have found ht9 meaning ; our an- 
ceftors a<3ed parfimonioufly, becaufe they only 
fjpent their own treafure for the good of their po& 
ferity ; whereas we fquandered away the treafures 
of Our pofterily too; but whether they will be 
Aankful, and think it was dpne for the preferva- 
tioh of their liberty, muft be left to themfelves for 
« deciiion. 

t verily believe, although I could not prove it ifl 
Wejiminjler^hall before a lord chief juflice, that, bj 
enemies to our conftitutiwj and enemies to our prefnU 
eftabli/hment^ Mr. Steele would defire to he under* 
flood to mean my lord treafurer and the reft of the 
miniftry : by thofe who are grown fupine in proportion 
to the dar^r^ to which our liberty is every day more 

expofed. 
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ixpofed^ I ihould guefs, he means the iories : and by 
b$ne/l men^ wb0 ought to look up with afpirtt that bf^ 
comes homfijy he underftands the whigs. I likewife 
believe, he weuld take it ill, or think me ftupid, 
if I did not thus expound him. I fay then^ that 
according to this expofitton, the four great officer* 
of ftate, together with the reft of the cabinet^ 
council (except the archbifliop of Canterbury [/]) 
are enemies to our efiablijhmenty making artful an4 
open attacks upon our conftitutionj and are now prac-- 
\ ^fag indirect artSy and mean fubtletiesj to weaken the 
fecurity of tbofe a^s of parliament for fettling tho 
fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover. The firft and 
moft notorious of tbefe criminals is Robert Harley^ 
earl of Oxford^ lord high treafurer, who is reputed 
to be chief minifter : the fecond is James Butler^ 
duke of Ormondj who commands the army, and 
defigns to employ it in bringing over the pretender : 
the third is Henry St. John^ lord vifcount Bolh^^ 
\ kokoj feeretary of ftate, who muft be fuppofed to 

I hold a conftanc eorrefpondence at the court of Bea^ 
It DtUj as die late earl of Godolphin did with thifi 
at St. Germains : and, to avoid tedioulhefs, Mr. 
Brondey \m\ and the reft are employed in their fe- 
vera! diAri& to the fame end. Thefe are the opi«- 
nions, which Mr. Steele and his faction, under the 
dire£tion of their leaden, are endeavouring, with 
all their might, to propagate among the people of 

[/] Dr. Tentilfin, 

[m] Spttker of the Houfe of Commons, 

England, 
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England^ concerning the prefent mihifiryj with 
what cefervation to the honour^ wifdom or juftiee 
of the QuEEiT, I cannot determine ; who> by her 
own free choice, after long experience of their 
abilities^ and integrity, and in compliance to the 
general wifhes of her people, called them to her 
fervice. Such an accufation againft perfons in fo 
high truft fhoiild require, I think, at lead oDe fin* 
gle overt-aft to make it good. U there be no 
other choice of perfons fit to ferve the crown with«- 
out danger from the pretender^ except among thofe 
who are called the whig party, the Hanover fuc- 
ce^ion is then indeed in a very defperate ftate: 
that illuftilous family will have almoft nine in ten 
of the kingdom againft it, and thofe principally of 
the landed intereft ; which is moft to be depended 
upon in fuch a nation as ours. 

I have now got as far as his extracts, which I 
ihall not be at the pains of comparing with the 
originals, but fuppofe he hath gotten them fairly 
tranfcribed : I only think, that whoever is patentee 
for printing a(^s of parliament may have a very fail* 
a^on againft him for invafion of property ; but 
this is none of my bufinefs to inquire into* 

After two and twenty pages fpent in reciting 
ads of parliament, he dejires leave to repeat the hlf* 
tory andprogrefs of the l/mon-, upon which I have 
fome few things to obferve. 

This worij he tells us, was unfuccefsfully at* 
tempted by feveral of her majejiy's predecejfors ; al- 
though 
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though I [n] do not remember it was ever thought 
on by any except king James the firft, and the late 
king fyiliiam. I have read indeed, that fome fmall 
overtures were made, by the former of .thefe 
princes, towards an Union between the two king- 
doms, but reje£ted with indignation and contempt 
by the Englijh: and the hiftorian tells us, that, 
how degenerate and corrupt foever the court and 
parliament then were, they would not give ear to 
fo infamous a propofal. I do not find, that any 
of the fucceeding princes, before the Revolution, 
ever refurfied the defign ; becaufe it was a projed 
for which there could not poiEbly be ai&gned the 
kaft reaffon^or neceffity : for I defy any mortal to 
name one fingle advantage that England could ever 
cxpe£l from fuch an union. 

But towahis the end of the late king's reign, 
upon a^prehenfions of the want of iffue from him 
or the princeis Anne^ a propofitibn, for uniting 
both kingdo'inhs/'w^ begun; becaufe Scotland had 
not fettled their crown upon the houfe of Hanover^ 
but left themfelvei at large, in hopes to make their 
advantage; and it Wfts thought highly dangerous 
to leave that part of thie ifland, inhabited by a poor 
fierce northern people, at liberty to put themfelvea 
under a different king. However, the oppofitioa 
to this work was fo great, that it could not be' 
overcome until fomc time after her prcfcnt majefly 

[ff] The author^t memory faik4 Mm a little in this aflcrtion^ as 
Mc of hit anfwercn obfervedi 

came 
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came to the crown; when, by the Weaknef; 
corruption of a certain .minifter, fince dead, 
sSt of t>arliamtot was obtained by the Scpttj wl 
gave them leave toaiiin tbemfelves [«] ; and ^ 
Uhioh became neceifiury^ not for any a£tual g 
it l:ould poffibly do us, but to iivoid a prob 
Qvil i and at the fame time fave an obnoiiiidus 
niAer*3. bead ; who if^ti fo wife as to take the 
opportunity of procuring a general pardon by 
of parliament, -becaufe he could hot; with 
mudi decency and fafety, deiire a particular 
fbr himfelf. Thefe fads are well enough km 
to the whole kingdom* And I remember, 
oourfing above fix yfcart ago with the moft cd 
derable' [p} perfon of the adveffe party,; an 
great promoter df the Uhiorl, he frankly ownei 
nie, that this lieceffity, brought upon us by 
wrong managOQi^nt of the ear) of Goddpbiny 
the only caufe c^f the Union; 

Therefore^ t am ready to grant two points to 
author of Thi Crijis: fir ft ^ that the Union bee 
neeeflary for the caufe .above related \ becaul 
prevented this ifland fi:om being governed by t 
kings, which England would never have fuffen 
and it might probably have coft us. a war of a j 
or two to reduce the Sc9h. Secondly^ that it wo 
be dangerous to break this Union, at leaft at i 
jflinfture, while there is a preUnd^r abroad, v 

[o] See the Exaaiiier, K^ XDC. y(4. VHI. p. 6i. 
\p\ Lord ^Qwuru 

2 m! 
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night probably lay hold Of fuch an opportunity. 
And this made me wonder a little at the fpirit of 
hEdon laft fummer among fome people, who, hav- 
ing been the great promoters of the Union^ and 
feveral of them the principal gainers by it [^j, 
could yet proceed fo far as to propofe in the houfe. 
of lords, that it ihould be diiTolved \ while at the 
fame time thofe peers, who had ever oppofed it in 
the beginning, were then for preferving it, upon 
tht reaibn I have juft affigned, and which* the au- 
thor of Tbi Crijis hath likewife taken notice of. 

But when he tells us, the Englijhmen ought, in 
gtnerofitj^ to be more particularly careful in preferving 
^ this UnUftj he argues like himfelf. The late iing* 
dom of Scotland (faith he) had as numerous a nobi^ 
lity tfx England, f^c. They had indeed ; and to 
that we owe one of the great and neceflary evils 
of the Union, upon the foot it now ftands. Their. 
nobility is indeed fo numerous, that the whole re- 
venues of their country would be hardly able to 
maintain them according to the dignity of their 
titlra ; and, what is infinitely worfe, they are 
never likely to be extin£l until the laft period of 
all things ; becaufe tKe greateft part of them def- 

[f] The ^ttke of ArgyU^ who cetloufly promoted the Union, the 
call of Mttr, Mr. Lockhart, and Mr. Ceckhum, having been deputed 
oaporpoley remonilrated to die queen againft the malt tax, wliich, they 
(My wouU pcobeUy prompt the Scots to declare the Union difTolvod, 
The call of Finkur foon after moved the houie of lords for leave to 
bring m m bill for diflblviog the l/nion ; he was feconded by the earl 
cf Mary and (upportcd by lord EgRnton, earl of Hay, the duke of 
Argykg and othen. 

Vol. IX. D cend 
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cend to heirs general. I fcnagine a peifon of qua-^t 
Iky prevailed on to marry a woman much bis infe-^ 
riorj and without a groat to her fortune, and her 
friends arguing (be was as good as her hufband, 
becaufe (he brought him as numerous a family of 
relations and fervants as fhe found in hjs hoiife. 
Scotland^ in- the taxes, is obliged to contril>ute one 
penny for every forty pence laid upon England; 
and. the reprefentativee they fend to parliament are 
about a thirteenth. Every other Scotch peer hath 
all the privileges of an Englijh one, except that- of 
fitting in parliament, and even precedence before 
all of t;he fame title that iball be crcafefed for the 
time to come. The penfions and eoapjoyments, 
poflefTed by the natives of thai: country now. among 
us, do amount to more than the whole body of 
their nobility ever ^at at home; and all the 
money they raifc upon the publick is hardly fuffi- 
cient to defray their civil and military li(ts^ I 
could point out fbme with great titles^ who a£Feft- 
cd to appear very vigorous for diffolving the Union, 
although their whole revenues, before ,tha^ period, 
would have ill maintained a Welch juftice of th^ 
peace ; and hare fince gathered more money than 
ever any Scotchman^ who had not travelled, could 
form an idea of, 

I have only one thing aiore to fay upon occaiion 
of the Union-a<a ; which is, that the author of 
The Crijis may be bo fairly proved, from his own 
citations, %o be guilty of high treason, Ii^. a 
paper of his called TA< Englijhmm^ 9f O^f^ber 29, 
r there 



OF THE WHIGS. 35 

there is an advcrtifement about taking in fubfcrip- 
tions for printing The Crtfis^ where the title is pub- 
lilhed at length with the following claufe, which 
the author thought fit to drop in the publication 5 
[and that m power on earth can bar^ altera or make 
toidy the prefent fetilement of the crowny etc. By Rich^ 
eard Steele.] In his extraft of an aft of parliament 
made fince the Union, it appears to be high treafon 
fir any perJon\ hy writing or printings to maintain and 
ttffirmy that the kings or queens of this realm^ with 
and by the authority of parliaments are not able to 
make laws and Jiatutes of fufficient force and validity 
to limit and bind the crown^ and the defcent^ limiia-- 
tiony inheritance, and government thereof This ail 
being fubfequent to the fettlcment of the crown 
confirmed at the Union, it is probable fome friend 
of the author advifed him to leave out thofe trea-^ 
finable words in the printed title-page, which he 
bad before publifhed in the advertifement ; and, ac- 
cordingly, we find, that in the treatife itfelf he 
only offers^ it to every goodfubje^s conftderation, wbe^ 
ther this article of the fettlement of the ctown is not as 
firm as the Union itfelf and as the fettlement ofepif^ 
copacy in England, etc^ And he thinks the Scots 
underfiood itfo, that the fucceffion to the crown was 
nrjer to be controverted. 

Thefe I take to be only treafonable infinuations ; 
but the advertifement before mentioned is actually 
high treafoni for which the author ought to be pro- . 
fccuted, if that would avail any thing under a ju- 
xifliaion, where curfing the Queen is not above 
the penalty of twenty marks. 

D 2 Nothing 
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Nothing is more notorious than that the whtgt 
of late years, both in their writings and difcouries, 
have affefted, upon all occafions, to allow the legi- 
timacy of the plunder. This makes me a little 
wonder to fee our author labouring to prove the 
contrary, by producing all the popular chat of thofe 
iimes, and other folid arguments from Fuller^s nar- 
rative: but it muft be fuppofed, that this gentle- 
man ads by the commands of his fuperiors, who have 
thought fit, at this jun£lure, to iflue out new orders, 
for reafons beft known to themfelves. I wifli they 
bad been more clear in their direftions to him upon 
that weighty point, whether the fettlementof the fuc- 
ceflion in the houfe of Hanover be alterable or no. I 
have obferved where, in his former pages, he gives 
it in the negative ; but, in the turning of a leaf, 
be hath wholly changed his mind. He tells us, he 
WGnders there can be found any Briton weai enough to 
contend agalnjl a power in their ozim. nation^ which is 
fraSlifed in a much greater degree in other Jiates: and 
haw bard it ;V, that Bxii^xnjhouldbe debarred the privi- 
lege of ejlablijhing its ownfecurity by relinquijhing onfy 
thofe branches of the royal line^ which threaten it with de- 
Jiru£lion\ whilfl other nations never fcruple^upon lefsocca" 
Jhms^ toga much greater lengths \ of which he produceth 
inftances m France ^ Spaiuy Sicily^ Sardinia \ and then 
adds, can Great Britain help to advanice men to other 
ihronesy and have no power in limiting its own ? How 
can a fcnator, capable of doing honour to Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, be guilty of fucb ridiculous inconfiften- 
cics ; the author of The conduff of the allies (fays 
he) hath dared to drop infmuations about altering' tbf 

Juicfjfoih 
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fucciffion. The author of The conduSi of the allies 
writes fenfe and Englifh ; neither of which the au- 
thor of The Crijii underftands. The former thinks 
it wrong in point of policy to call in a foreign power 
to be guarantee of our fuccejfion^ hecaufe it puts it out 
of the power of our own legiflature to change our fuc^ 
cejjion without the confent of that prince orjlate^ who 
is guarantee f whatever neceffity may happen in future 
times. Now, if it be high treafon to affirm by writing, 
that the legiflature hath no fuch power ; and if Mr. 
Steele thinks it ftrange, that Britain (hould be der 
barred this privilege, what could be the crime of 
putting fuch a cafe, that in future ages a neceffity 
might happen of limiting the fucceffion, as well as 
it hath happened already ? 

When Mr. Steele refers upon the many folemn^ 
firong harriers (to our fucceffion) of laws and oaihs^ 
ble, he thinis all fear vanijhed before them, I 
fhink fo too, provided the epithet folemn goes for 
nothing; becaufe, although I have often heard of a 
folemn day, a folemn feaft, and a folemn coxcomb, 
yet I can conceive no idea to myfelf of 2l folemn bar- 
rier» However, be that as it will, bis thoughts, it 
feemSy will not let him refi, but, before he is aware^ 
be ajks himfelf fever al queflions ; and, fince he cannot 
r^folve them, I will endeavour to give him what 
fatisfaSion I am able. The firft is, K^hat are the 
marts ofalqfiingfecurity? To which I anfwer, that 
the figns of it in a kingdom or ftate are, firft, good 
Iiws.i and, fecondly, thofe laws well executed : we 
are pretty well provided with the former, but cx- 
D 3 tremcly 
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trcjnely defci^ive in the latter. -—Secondly, Ifl^ 
are our temper i and Bur hearts at hnm ? If by oun 
he means thofe of himfelf and bis abettor^, they are 
moft damnably wicked } impatient for the death of 
the Queen'; ready to gratify their ambition and 
revenge by all defperate methods ; wholly alienate 
from truth, law, religion, mercy, confcience, or 
honour. — Thirdly, In what ha»d$ is power lodged 
abroad? To anfwer the qucftion naturally^ Louis 
XIV. is king of France^ Philip V. (by the counfds 
and acknowledgements of the whigs) is king of 
Spain^ and fo on. If by power he means money; 
the duke of Marlborough is thought to have more 
ready money than all the kings of Cbriftendom to-» 
gether j but, by the peculiar difpofition of Provi- 
dence, it is locked up in a trunk, to which his am- 
bition hath no key ; and that is our fecurity.— 
Fourthly, are our unnatural divifions our Jirength ? 
I think not ; but they are the fign of it \ for, be-^ 
ing unnatural^ they cannot lafl ; and this fhews, that 
union^ the foundation of all ftrength, is more agree- 
able to our nature.-— Fifthly, h it nothing to us^ 
which of the princes ^Europe has the hnge/l fwordf 
Not much, if we can tie up his hands, or put a 
&rong Jhield into thofe of his neighbours j or, if our 
/word be as Jbarp as his is long ; or, if it be necef*. 
fary for him tp turn his own J word into a plowflsar&i 
or, if fuch Vifword happeneth to be in the hands of 
an infant^ or ftruggled for by two competitors;— 
Sixthly, The powerful hand that deak out crowns and 
kingdoms all around us^ may it not, in time^ reach a 

king 
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i/ff/ out to ui too ? If the powerful hand he means 
be that of France^ it may nacb out as many kings 
as it plcafeth; but we will notaccept them. Whence 
docs this man get his intelligence? I (heuld think, 
even his brother Ridpath might furnifh him with 
better. What crowns or kingdoms hath France dealt 
about ? Spain was given by the will pf the former 
king, in confequencc of that infamous treaty of 
partition^ the advifer of which will, I hope, never 
be forgot in England, Sicily was difpofed of by her 
majcfty of Gnat Britain ; fo, in effedl, was 5/7r- 
iinia. France indeed once reached out a king to 
Poland^ but the people would not receive him. 
This queftion of Mr. Steele* s was therefore only put 
in temrem without any regard to truth.— -Seventhly, 
An thire no pretentions to our crown that can never be 
revived? There may, for ought I know, be about 
a dozen ; and thofe in time may poffibly beget a 
hundred ; but we muft do as well as we can. Cap- 
tain Beffiu^ when be bad fifty challenges to anf- 
wer^ protefted he could not fight above three duels 
aday. If ihi pretender JhouU fail {(d^ys the writer)^ 
/iir Frqncb king has^ in his quiver^ afuccejjion ofthem\ 
the ducheff of Savoy,- ^r berfons^ or the dauphin her 
grandfon. Let me fuppofe the chevalier de St. George 
to be dead j the duchefe of Savoy will then be a 
preii^der J Sind confequently muiUeave her hufband, 
becauib his royal highnefs (for Mr. Steele has not 
y^t acknowledged him for a king) is in alliance 
with her Britijh majefty \ her fons, when they grow 
fritendirs^ muft undergo the fame fate. But I am 
D 4 at 
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at a lofs how to difpofe of the dauphin^ if he hap^^ 
pen to be king of Rranci before the prHenderJbip to 
Britain {z\h to his fliare; for> I doubt, he will sever 
be perfugded to reinove out of hi& own kingdom, 
only becaufe it is too near England. 

But the duke of Savoy did^ fome years ago^ put in 
his claim to the crown ^England, in right of his wife\ 
and he Is a prince of great capacity^ in JtriSi alliance 
with France, and may therefore very well add to our 
fears of a popijh fueceff'or. Is it the fault of the prc- 
fent, or of any miniftry, that this prince put in his 
claim ; muft we give him opium to deftroy his ca-- 
pacity? or can we prevent his alliance with any 
prince, who is in peace with her majcfty ? Muft 
we fend to ftab or poifon all the popifl) princes, who 
have any pretended title to our crown by the prox- 
imity of blood ? What, in the name of Qod, can 
thefe people drive at ? what is it they demand ? 
Suppofe the prefcnt dauphin were now a man, and 
king of France^ and next popijh heir to the crown 
of England', is he not excluded by the laws of the 
land? But what regard will he have ta our laws? 
I anfwer ; hath not the Queen as good a title to 
the crown of France? anid how is (he excluded, 
but by their law againft the fucceffion of females, 
which we are not bound to acknowledge ? And is it 
not in pur power to exclude female fuccefibrs, as 
well as in theirs I If Aich a pretence (ball prove the 
caufe of a war, what human power can prevent it ? 
But our caufe muft neceifarily be good and righte- 
ous 1 for either the kings oi England have been un*. 
- Z juftly 
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Juftljr kept out of the p^iTeffion of France^ or the 
dauphin^ although neareft of kin, can have no legal 
title to England^ And he fniiil be an ill prince in- 
deed, who will not have the hearts and hands of 
ninety-nine in an hundred among his fubje£ts a- 
gainft fuch a popijb preUndir. 

I have been the longer in anfwcring the feventh 
queftion, becaufe it led me to confider all he had 
afterwards to (ay upon the fubjeS of the pretender. 
--—Eighthly, and laftly, he alks himfelf. Whether po-- 
pery andambitipn are become tame and quiet neighbours? 
In this I can give him no fatisfa£lion, bccaufc I ne- 
ver was in that ftreet where they live ; nor do I 
converfe with any of their friends ; only I find they 
are pcrfons of a very evil reputation. But I am 
told for certain, that ambition hath removed her lodg- 
ing, and lives the very next door tofa^ion^ whtre 
they keep fuch a racket, that the whole parifh is 
difturbed, and every night in an uproar. 

Thus much in anfwer to thofe eight uneafy qucf* 
tioMS put by the author to himfelf, in order to fatisff 
every Briton, and give him an-occafion of taking an 
impartial view efthe affairs ^Europe in general^ as 
well as of Great Britain in particular. 

After enumerating the great a£tions of the con-' 
ftdrrete armies under the command of prince Eu* 
gene and the d\i]LC of Jldarlherough, Mr, Steele oh* 
ferves, in the bitterncfs of his foul, that the Bri- 
tiib general^ however unaccountable it may be to pof- 
terity^ was not permitted to enjoy the fruit i of his glo- 
rious labour. Ten yzzr^ fruits j it fccms, were rot 

fufficicntj 
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fufficient ; and yet they were the fruitfuUeJi cam* 
paigns that ever any general cropt. However, I 
cannot but hope, that poftcrity will not be left in 
the dark, but fome care taken both of her majefty's 
glory, and the reputation of thofe flxe employs. An 
impartial hiftorian may tell the world (and the 
next age will eafily believe what it continues, to 
feel) that the avarice and ambition of a few fac- 
tious infolent fubjedls had almoft deftroyed their 
country by continuing a ruinous war in conjunction 
with allies* for whofe fakes principally we fought, 
who refufed to hear their juft proportion of the 
charge, and were connived at in their refufal, for 
private ends : that thefe fa£lious people treated 
the bcft and kindeft of fovereigns with info- 
lence, cruelty, and ingratitude (of which he will be 
able to produce feveral inftances) ; that they en- 
couraged perfons and principles alien from our re- 
ligion and government, in order to ftrengthen their 
faftion : he will tell the rcafons, why the general 
^xAfirJi minijier were feduced to be heads of thi$ 
fadion, con:rary to the opinions they had always 
profefTed. Such an hiftorian will fhew many rea-» 
, fons, which made it neceffary to remove the general 
^Sind his friends, who, knowing the bent of the na- 
tion was againft them, cxpefted to lofe their power 
when the war was at an end. Particularly, the hif- 
torian will difcover the whole intrigue of the duke 
oi Marlborough'' s endeavouring to procure a commif- 
fion to be general for life*; wherein juftice will b^ 

[r] 3ee Sxaoiii^er^ number zix^ s^d the fubfe^uent papers, 

done 
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done to a perfon at that time of high ftation in the 
lav7, who (I mention it to his honour) advifed the 
duke, when he was confultcd upon it, not to accept 
of fuch a commijjion^ By thefe and many other in- 
ftances, which time will bring to light, it may per- 
haps appear not very unaccountable to pofterity, why 
this great man was difmifled at laft ; but rather 
why he was difmiiTed ho fooner. 

But this is entering into a wide field. I /hall 
therefore leave po/lerity to the information of better 
hiftorians than the author of 77;^ Crijls^ ormyfelf; 
and go on to inform the prefcnt age in fome fa<^s, 
which this great orator and politician thinks fit to 
mifreprefent with the utmoft degree either of natu- 
ral or wilful ignorance. He afferts, that in the 
duke of Ormondes campaign, after afufpsrifion of arms 
between Great Britain and France proclaimed at the 
htad of the armies^ the britifh troops, in the midjl af 
the enemy's garrijons^ withdrew themfelves from their 
confederates. The fact is diredlly otherwife j for the 
hritifh troops were moft infamoufly deferted by the 
confederates, after all that could be urged by the 
duke of Ormond and the earl of Stafford to preft the 
confederate generals not to forfake them. The 
duke was dire^ed to avoid engaging in any a^ion^ 
until he had further orders, becaufe an account of 
the king of Spain*s renunciation was every day ex-» 
peded. This the Imperialifls and Dutch knew well 
enough j and therefore propofed to the duke, in that 
very junfture, to engage the French^ for no othec 
rcjUbn but to render defperate all the Qy££N's mea^^ 

fures 
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Aires towards a peace. Was not the certain | 
feffiod of Dunkirk of equal advantage to the un< 
taimy of a battle i A whole campaign under 
dnke of Marlborough^ with fuch an acquiGtion, 
diottgh at the coft of many thoufand lives, and 
veral millions of money, would have been thou 
very glorioufty ended. 

Neither, after all, was it a new thing, eithe 
the Britijh general or the Dutch deputies, to re 
fighting, when they did not approve it. When 
duke of Marlborough was going to inveft I 
Anhty the deputies of t\i^ Jiates prefled him in \ 
to engage the enemy; and one of them was 
£ur difcontented upon his grace's refufal, tha) 
prefently became a partizan of the peace ; yet ] 
not remember any clamour then raifed here aga 
the duke upon that account. Again ; When 
Fnneh invaded Doway^ after the confederates 
rfcferted the duke oiOrmond^ prince Eugene was ' 
Icnt)y bent upon a battle, and faid they {bould 
rerbave another fogood an opportunity \ but m 
fieur — ^ a private deputy, rofe up, and opp< 
it fo far, that die prince was forced to defift. \ 
it then more criminal in the duke of Ormond to 
fufe fighting by exprcfs command of the QuB 
and in order to get poffeffion of Dunkirk^ than 
the duke of Marlborough to give the fame reft 
without any fuch orders, or afny fuch advantai 
or fliall a Dutch deputy affume more power t 
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the Queen of Great Britain* s ^t^nehd, •fling hf 
the immediate commands of his fovereign i 

The emperor and the empire (fays Mr. Stede hj 
way of admiration) continue the war ! Is* bis imperid 
majefty able to continue it or no ? if he be, then 
Oreat Britain hath'been ftrangely ufed for ten years 
paft: then how came it to pafs, that of above thirtf 
thoufatid men in his fervice in Italy^ at the time of 
the battle of Turiny there were not above four fliou- 
fatid paict by himfelf ? if he be not able to continue 
it, why does he gaon? The rcafons are clear; 
becaufe the war only afFe£ls the princes of the em* 
pire (whom he is willing enough to expofe) but 
hot his own dominions. Befides, the imperial mi* 
nifters are in daily expectation of the Qtj£EN*s 
death, which, they hope, will give a new turn to 
afFairt, aiid rekindle the war in Europe upon the old 
foot J and we know how the miniften of that court 
publicly affign it for a reafon of their obftinacy 
againft peace, that they hope for a fudden revolu- 
tion in England. In the mean time, this appearance 
of the emperor^s being forfaken by his ally will ferve 
to increafe the clamour, both here and in Holland^ 
againft her majcfty and thofe (he employs. 

Mr. Steele f^ys^ there can be no crime in affirming 
{ifkbe truth) that the boufe of Bourbon is at this 
junffure become more formidable^ and bids fairer for an 
Wttverfal tnonarchy, and to engrofs the whole trade of 
Europe, than it did before the war. 

. No crime in affirming it^ if it be truth. I will 

ftr once allow his propofition. But if it be falfe, 

' then 
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then I affirm, that whoever advanceth fo feditious t 
falfhood deferves to be hanged. Doth he mean by 
the houfe of Bourbon^ the two kings of Frana and 
Spain ? If fo, I jej«<Sk his meaning, which would 
infmuatc, that the interefts and defigns of both 
tbofe princes will be the fame ; whereas they arc 
more oppofite than thofe of any two other men- 
archs in Chriftendom. This is the old fooliih flan- 
dcr fo frequently flung upon the peace, and as fre- 
quently refuted, Thefe fa<3ious undertakers of the 
prefs write with great advantage j they ftrentfo.uily 
affirm a thoufand falfhoods without fear, wit, con- 
cience, or knowledge; and, we, who anfwer them, 
muft be at the expence of an argument tor each ;. 
after which, in the very next pamphlet, we fee the 
fame affertions produced again, without the leaft 
notice of what hath been faid to difprove them. 
By the houfe of Bourbon doth he mean only the 
French king for the time being ? If fo, and his- af- 
fertion be true, then that prince muft either deal 
with the devil, or elfe the rrioney and blood fpent 
in our ten years victories againft him might as well 
havecontinued in the purfes and veinsof her majcfty's 
fubjc6is. 

But the particular aflertions of this author are ca- 
fier detedled than his general onesj I (hall there-* 
fore proceed upon examining the former. *For ih- 
ftance ^ I defire him to a(k the Dutch, who can beft 
inform him, why they delivered up Traerbach tg thi 
Imperialifts f for, as to the QuBfiN, hex maj^fty 
was never once cpnfulted with iC| whatever, hi^ 

preceptors. 
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preceptors, the politicians of ButiorCs coflfec-houfe, 
may have inforiDed hinrto the contrary. 

Mr. Steele afficms^ that the French have begun 
the dimoiition of Dunkiik contcmptuoujly and arbitarily 
their own way. The governor of the town, and 
thofe gentkmen entruftcd v/ith the infpe^Hon of this 
work, do afliire me, that the fadt is altogether other* 
wife ; that the method prefcribed by thofe whom her 
majefty employs, hath been exadly followed, and 
that the works are already demoliflied. I will ven- 
ture to tell him further, that the demolition was fa 
Joi>g deferred in order to remove thofe di^Giculties, 
which the barrier treaty hath put us under ; and 
the event hath (hewn, that it was prudent to pro- 
ceed no fafter, until thofe difiiculcies were got over« 
TTie mole and harbour could not be deftroyed, until 
the (hips' were got out; which, by reafon of fome 
profound fecrets of ftate, did not happen until (be 
other day* 'Who ganje him thofe jufl fufpicions^ thai 
the mole and harbour will never be deflroyed ? what 
is it be would now indnuate ? that the miniftry 19 
bribed to leave the mod important part of the work 
undone; or that the pretendir is to invade us from 
thence^ or that the Queen hath entered into a qon- 
fpiracy with her fervants to prevent the good effeds 
of the peace for no other end, but to lofe the af- 
fedions of her people, and endanger herfelf ? 

Inftead of any farther information, which I 
could eafily give, but which no honeft man can 
want, I venture to affirm, that the mole and har- 
bour of Dunkirk will, in a ihort time, be mod ef- 

feftually 
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fc£lually deftroyed j and at the fame time I venture 
to prophefy, that neither Mr. SUeU^ nor his fa£lion, 
yn'iW ever confefs they believe it. 

After all, it is a little hard, that the Queen 
cannot be allowed to demolifli this town in vtrhat« 
ever manner ihe pleafes to fancy. Mr. StaU muft 
have it done in his own way, and is angry the 
French have pretended to do in thdrs; and yet he 
wrongs them in the bargain. For my own part, I 
do ferioufly think the moft Cbri/iian king to be a 
much better friend of her majefty's than Mr. SUeU^ 
or any of his fafiion. Befides, it i$ to be coniidered, 
that he is a monarch and a relation; and therefore, 
if I were a privy counfellor, and my advice to be 
aflced, which of thofe two [s] GENTLEMEN 
BORN ihould have the dire<5lion in the demolition 
of Dunkirk^ I would give it for the former ; bccaufc 
I look upon Mr. Steele j in quality of member of his 
party, to be much more fktlful in dimMJhing at hmi 
thsat abroad. 

There is a profpe£l of much danger to the balance 
of Europe, and to thp trade of Britain, from the 
imperor over-running Italy, than from France over- 
running the tn^ire y that his imperial majefly 
entertains fuch thoughts, is viiible to the world: 
and although little can be faid to juftify msuiy ac- 
tions of the French king, yet the worft of (hem baye 
never equalled the emperor's arbitrary keeping the 
poflTeifion of Milan di redly contrary to his oath and 
the exprefs words of the golden bull, whicK o]>lige 

][s] Mr. Stfiie often ftyles btmfelf fa% 

him 
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} deliver up every /<r/'that falls, or clfe they 
.11, in the courfe of time, lapfe into bis own 

IS at a lofs, who it was that Mr. Steele hint- 
bme time ago by the powerful handy that deals 
iVHS and kingdoms all around us : I now plain- 
he means no other hand but his own. He 
ealt out the crown of Spam to France ; to 
he hath given leave to invade the empire 
>ring with two hundred thoufand men ; and 
t laft he deals to France the imperial dignity ; 
► farewel liberty ; Europe will be French. 
. order to bring all this about, the capital of 
a, the reftdence of his imperial majejiy^ muft 
ue to be viftted by the plague^ of which the 
r muft die, and fo the thing is done, 
ly (hould not I venture to deal out onefceptre 
turn, as well as Mr. Steele? I therefore deal 
5 empire to the ele^or of Saxony ^ upon failure 
le to this emperor at his death ; provided the 
will prevail on the foh to turn papijl to get 
fire J as they did upon the father to get a 
w. Or if this prince be not approved of, I 
out in his ftead to the eleSior of Bavaria : 
one or the other of thefe I dare engage to 
dl Chriftendom to fecond me, whatever the 
y in the (hape of politicks, may didlate to the 
: of The Crifis. 

e defign of Mr. Steele^^ in repnfenting the cir" 
nces of the affairs of Europe, is to fignify to 
Drld, that all Europe i is. put in the high road 
L. IX. E to 
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to liavery, by the corruption of her majefty's prc- 
fcnt miniftersi and fo he goes on to Portugal'^ 
which having^ during the war^ fupplied us with gold 
in exchange for $ur woollen manufaSure, hath only 
at prefent a fufpenjion of arms for its proteciion^ to 
laji no longer than till the Catalonians are reduced i 
and then the old pretenfions of Spain to Portugal will 
he revived: and Portugal^ when once enflaved by 
Spain^ falls naturally with the reft of Europe into 
the gulph of France. In the mean time, let us fee 
what relief a little truth can give this unhappy 
kingdom. That Portugal hath yet no more than 
a fufpenfion of arms, they may thank themfelves, 
becaufe they came fo late into the treaty ; and that 
they came fo late, they may thank the whigs^ 
whofe falfe reprefentations they were fo weak as to 
believe. However, the Queen hath voluntarily 
given them a guarantee to defend them againft 
Spainy until the peace {hall be made; and fuch 
terms after the peace are ftipulated for them, as the 
Portuguefi themfelves are contented with. 

Having mentioned the Catalonians^ he puts the 
queftion. Who can name the Catalonians without a 
tear ? That can I j for he hath told fo many me- 
lancholy {lories, without one fyllable of truth, that 
he hath blunted the edge of my fears, and I (ball 
not be ftartled at the worft he can fay. What he 
af&rms concerning the Catalonians is included in 
the following particulars \ firft, that they were 
drawn into the war by the encouragement of the mari" 
time powers i by whic;h are underflood England and 

Holland: 
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Holland: but he is too good a friend of the Dutch 
to give them any part of the blame. Secondly, 
that they are now abandoned and expofed to the refent* 
ment of an enraged prince. Thirdly, that they aU 
ways oppofed the perfon and intere/i of that prince^ 
\i^ho is their prefent king. Laftly, that the doom is 
dreadful of thofe^ ivho Jhally in the fight of God^ be 
tfieemed their dejiroyers. And if we interpret the 
infinuation he makes, according to his own mind, 
the deftru^ion of thofe people muft be imputed to 
the prefent miniftry. 

I am fometimes^ in charity, difpofed to hope, 
that this writer is not always feniible of the fla- 
grant falflioods he utters, but is either biafled by an 
inclination to believe the worft, or a want of judg- 
ment to chufe his informers. That the Catalonia 
ans were drawn into the war by the encouragement of 
her majejly^ (hould not, in decency, have been af- 
firmed until about fifty years hence ; when it might 
be fuppofed there would be no living witnefs Ufc 
to difprove it. It was only upon the aflurances of 
a revolt given by the prince of Heffe and others, 
and their invitation, that the Queen was prevailed 
with to fend her forces upon that expedition. 
When Barcelona was taken by a mod unexpefled 
accident of a bomb lighting on the magazine, then 
indeed the Catalonians revolted, having before fub- 
mitted and fworn allegiance to Philips as much as 
any other province in Spain. Upon the peace be- 
tween that crown and Britain^ the Queen, in 
order to cafe the emperor^ and fave' his troops, fti- 
E 2 pulatcd 
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pulated with king Philip for a neutrality in Italy^ 
and that his imperial majefty (hould have liberty to 
evacuate Catalonia ; upon condition of abfolute in- 
demnity to the Catalans^ with an entire reftitution 
to their honours, dignities, and eflates. As this 
neutrality was never obferved by the emperor^ fo he 
never efFe£tually evacuated Catalonia ', for although 
he fent away the main body, he left behind many 
ofEcers and private men, who now fpirit up and 
affift thofe obftinatc people to continue in their re- 
bellion. It is true indeed that king Philip did not 
abfolutely rejiore the Catalans to all their old privi- 
leges, of which they never made other ufe than as 
an encouragement to rebel ; but admitted them to 
the fame privileges with the fubjefts of CaJliUy 
particularly to the liberty of trading, and having 
employments in the WeJl^Indies^ which they never 
enjoyed before. Befides, the Queen referved to 
herfelf the power of procuring further immunities 
for them, wherein the moft chriftian king was 
obliged to fecond her j for his catholic majefty in- 
tended no more than to retrench thofe privileges, 
under the pretext of which they now rebel, as they 
had formerly done in favour of France. How 
.dreadful then muji be the doom of thofcj who hindered 
thefe people from fubmitting to the gentle terms 
offered them by their prince ! and who, although 
they be confcious of their own inability to furniOi 
one fmgle (hip for the fupport of the Catalans^ are, 
at this inftant, fpurring them on to their ruin by 
promifcs of aid and protedion ! 

Thus 
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Thus much in anfwer to Mr. Steele s account 
of the affairs of Europe ; from which he deduceth 
f the unirerfal monarchy of France^ and the danger 
\ of I know not how" vmny popiJI) fuccejfors to Britain. 
His political reflexions are as good as his fads. 
|- We muft ohfervej fays he, that the perfon who feems 
I t9 be the moji favoured by the French king in the late 
1 treaties^ is the duke of Savoy. Extremely right; 
for whatever that prince got by the peace, he owes 
entirely to her majefty, as a juft reward for his 
having been fo firm and ufeful an ally ; neither was 
France brought with more difficulty to yield any 
one point than that of allowing the duke fuch a 
barrier as the Qdeen infifted on. 

He is become the mojl powerful prince in Italy. I 
had rather fee him fo than the emperor. He is fup^ 
pofed to have entered into a fecret and ftriSf alliance 
with the houfe of Bourbon. This is one of thofe 
fails wherein I am moft inclined to believe the au- 
thor, becaufe it is what he muft needs be utterly 
ignorant of, and therefore may poffibly be true. 

I thought indeed we fhould be fafe from all po- 
piih fucccflbrs as far as Italy ^ becaufe of the prodi- 
gious clutter about fendihg the pretender thither. 
But they will never agree where to fix their longi- 
tude. The duke of Savoy is the more dangerous 
for removing to Sicily : he adds to our fears for be- 
ing too near. So whether France conquer Germany, 
(pr be in peace and good underjlanding with it^ either 
event will put us and Holland at the mercy of France, 
E 3 which 
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which hath a quiver full of pretenders at its back, 
whenever the chevalier (hall die. 

This was juft the logick of poor prince Butler^ 
a fplenetick mad-man, whom every body may re- 
member about the town. Prince Pamphilio in Italy 
employed emiffarics to torment prince Butler here. 
But what if prince Pamphilio die ? Why then he 
bad left in his will, that his lieirs and executors 
torment prince Butler for ever. 

I cannot think it a misfortune what Mr. Steele 
affirms, that treafonable books lately difperfed among 
uSf Jir iking apparently at the Hsinover fuccej/ion^ have 
paffed almo/l without obfervation from the generality of 
the people; becaufe it feems a certain fign, that the 
generality of the people are well difpofed to that illuft- 
lioiis family : but I look upon it as a great evil, 
to fee fcditious books difperfed among uSy apparently 
Jlriking at the QUEEN and her ad minift ration, 
at the conllitution in church and ftate, and at all 
religion ; yet pajfmg without obfervation from the ge^ 
mrality of thoCe in power : but whether this remifs- 
nefs may be imputed to fVhite-hall^ or Wejlminjier* 
hally is other men's bufinefs to enquire. Mr. Steele 
knows, in his confcience, that the ^eries con- 
cerning the pretender iffued from one of his own 
party. And as for the poor nonjuring-clergyman, 
who was trufted with comfnitting to the prefs a 
J ate book on the fubjeSi of hereditary rights by a 
drain of the fummumjusj he is now, as I am told, 
with half a fcore children, ftarving and rottiing 
among thieves and pick-pockets in the common 

room 
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room of a ftinking gaol [/]. I have never fecn ei- 
ther the book or the publiftier ; however, I would 
fain afk one fmgle per/on [u] in the world a queft- 
ion; why he hath fo often drank the abdicated 

king's health upon his knees ? But the tranfition 

is natural and frequent, and I fhall not trouble hiin 
for an anfvver. 

It is the hardcft cafe in the world, that Mr. 
Steele (hould take up the artificial reports of his 
own fadlion, and then put them ofF upon the world 
as additional fears of a popijh fuccejfor. I can affure 
him, that no good fubjedt of the Queen is under 
the Icaft concern, whether the pretender be con- 
verted or no, further than their wifhes that all men 
would embrace the true religion. But, reporting 
backwards and forwards upon this point helps to 
keep up the noife, and is a topick for Mr. Steele 
to enlarge himfelf upon, by fhewing how little we 
can depend on fuch converiions, by collecting a 
lift of popijh cruelties, and repeating, after himfelf 
and the bifliop of Sarum^ the difmal effedts likely 
to follow upon the return of that fuperftition 
among us. 

But as this writer b reported by thofe who 
know him to be what the French call journalier^ 
his fears and courage operating according to the 
weather in our uncertaiffHimate; I am apt to believe 
the two laft pages of his Crifts were written on a 

[/] Upon his conviaion, he was committed to the Marfealfea^ and 
at his icntence, to the Slueen't-Bencb for three years. 
[«] Parker^ afterwards lord chancellor. 

E 4. fun- 
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funjhine day. This I guefs from the general tenor 
of them, and particularly from an unwary afTertion, 
which, if he believes as firmly as I do, will at 
once overthrow all his foreign and domeftic fears 
of a popifi fuccejfor. As divided a people as we are^ 
thofe who Jiand for the houfe of Hahover are I N* 
FINITELY fuperior in number^ wealthy courage ^ 
and all arts military and civile to thofe in the contrary 
interejl j hefides which j we have the laws^ I fay^ the 
laivs on our fide. The laivs, ^foy^ '^^ laws. This 
elegant repetition is, I think, a little out of place ; 
for the ftrefs might better have been laid upon fo 
great a majority of the nation ; without which, I 
doubt, the laws would be of little weight, al- 
though they be very good additional fecurities. 
And if what he here afferts be true, as it certainly 
is, although he aiTert it (for I allow even the ma- 
jority of his own party to be againft the pretender )f 
there can be no danger of a popijh fucceflbr, ex- 
cept from the unreafonable jealoufies of the hefl 
among that party, and from the malice, the ava- 
rice, or ambition of the worfl\ without which, 
Britain would be able to defend her fucceffion 
againft all her enemies, both at home and abroad. 
Mofl: of the dangers from abroad, which he enu- 
merates as the confequejnces of this very bad peace 
made by the Queen, an3%)proved by parliament^ 
muft have fubfifted under any peace at all j unlcfs, 
among other projefls equally feafible, we could 
have ftipulated to cut the throats of every popifb re- 
lation to the royal family. 

Well, 
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Well, by this author's own confeffion, a number 
infinitely fuperior, and the beft circumftantiated 
imaginable, are for the fuccejjion in the houfe of 
Hanover. This^r^c« is eftablilhed, confirmed, 
and fecured by feveral lawsj her majefty's repeated 
declarations, and the oaths of all her fubjeds, en- 
gage both her and them to preferve what thofc 
laws have fettled. This is a fecurity indeed, a 
fecurity adequate at leaft to the importance of the 
thing; and yet, according to the whig-fcheme, as 
delivered to us by Mr. Steele and his coadjutors, is 
altogether infufficient ; and the fucceffion will be 
defeated, the pretender brought in, and popery eftab- 
lifhed among us, without the further, afliftance of 
this writer and his fadiion. 

And what fecurities have our adverfaries fubfti- 
tuted in the place of thefe ? A club of politicians, 
where Jenny Man prefides ; A Crijis written by 
Mr. Steele 5 a confederacy of knavifli ftock-jobbers 
to ruin credit; a report of the Queen's death; 
an effigies of the pretender run twice through the 
body by a valiant peer; a fpeech by the author of 
The Crijis ; and, to fum up all, an unlimited free- 
dom of reviling her majefty and thofe fhe employs. 

I have now finifhed the moft difguftful taflc that 
ever I undertook. I could, with more cafe, have 
written three dull pamphlets, than remarked upon 
the falflioods and abfurdities of one. But I was 
quite confounded laft JVednefday^ when the printer 
came wiih another pamphlet in his hand, written 
by the fame author, and entitled, TToe Englijhman^ 

being 
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heing the clofe of the paper fo called j &c. He defired 
I would read it over, and confider it in a paper by 
itfelf ; which laft I abfolutely refufcd. Upon pe- 
rufal, I found it chiefly an inveftive againft Tiiy, 
the miniftry, the Examiner^ the clergy, the Queen, 
and the Pojl-hoy ; yet at the fame time, with great 
juftice, exclaiming againft thofe, who prefumed 
to ofFer the leaft word againft the heads of that 
favSlion whom her majcfty difcarded. The author 
like wife propofes an equal divijion of favour and em-- 
ploy menu between the whigs and iories ; for if the 
former can have no part or portion [w] in David, 
they defer e no longer to be his fuhje6is. He infifts, 
that her majefty hath exaiily followed Monfieur 
Tughe's memorial [x'\ againfi demolijhing of Dun- 
kirk. He refleds, with great fatisfaSiion^ on the 
good already done to his country by The Crifis, Non 

nobisy Domine^ non nobis, &c. He gives us hopes 

that he will leave oiF writing, and confult his own 
quiet and happinefs ; and concludes with a letter to 
a friend at court. I fiippofc, by the ftyle of old 
friend, and the like, it muft be fomc body there of 
his own level 5 among whom his party have in- 
deed mo\^ friends than I could wi(h. In this letter 
he alleits, that the prefent minifters were not edu- 

[w] What portion have we in David f i Kings, xii. 16 > 
[x] «' Tugbe was deputed by the magiftrates of Dunkirk, to inter- 
*» cede with the Queen, that ihe would recall part of her fentence 
'* concerning Dunkirk, by caufing her thunderbolts to fall only on 
'* the martial works, and to fpare the moles and dykes, which, in 
^ their n^ked condition, could be no more than objeds of pity." 

cated 
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cated in the church of England^ but are new con^ 
verts from prejbytery. Upon which I can only re- 
flcft, how blind the -malice of that man muft be, 
who invents a groundlefs lie in order to defame his 
fuperiors, which would be no difgrace if it had 
been a truth. And he concludes with making 
three demands, for the fatisfaStion of himfelf and 
other malecontenfs, Firft, the demolition of the har-- 
bmr of Dunkirk. Secondly, that Great-Britain 
and France would heartily join againft the exorbitant 
power of the duke of Lorrain, and force the preten- 
der yrc»i his afylum at Bar- le- Due. Laftly, that 
bis ele£boral highnefs of Hanover would be fo grate-* 
ful tofignify to all the , world the perfeSf good under ^ 
ftanding he hath with the court of England, in as 
plain terms as her majejly was pleafed to declare Jbt 
had with that houfe on her part. 

As to the firft of thefe demands, I will venture 
to undertake it fhall be granted ; but then Mr. 
Steele^ and his brother maleconients^ muft promife to 
believe the thing is done, after thofe employed have 
made their report ; or elfe bring vouchers to dif- 
prove It. Upon the fecond ; I cannot tell whether 
her majefty will engage in a war againft the duke 
of Lorrain^ to force him to remove the pretender ^ 
but, I believe, if the parliament fliould think it 
neceffary to addrefs upon fuch an occafion, the 
Queen will move that prince to fend him away. 
His laft demand, offered under the title of a wijh^ 
is of fo infolent and feditious a ftrain, that I care 
not to touch it. Here he diredly chargeth her 

majefty 
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majefty with delivering a falfhood to her parliament 
from the throne ; and declares he will not believe 
her, until the ele£lor of Hanover himfelf fhall 
vouch for the truth of what he hath fo folemnly 
affirmed. 

I agree with this writer, that it is an idle thing 
in his antagonifts to trouble themfelves upon the 
articlis of his birth, education^ or fortune ; for who- 
ever writes at this rate of his fovereign, to whom 
he owes fo many perfonal obligations, I ihould 
never enquire whether hebcaGENTLEMAN 
BORN, but whether he be a HUMAN CREA- 
TURE. 
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To this Trail and the Examiners, which make 
Vol. V. of the Irijh Edition, there is a preface 
in the name of the publiflier, which lord Orrery 
afcribes to &wifiy for no other apparent reafon, 
than to accufe him of praifing himfelf j but, be- 
fides, the incorreftnefs of the ftyle, which his 
lordfhip fuppofes to be aiFe£i:ed, there is an aiTer- 
tion that thefe papers produced the change in the 
queen's miniftry, which §ven in his lordfhip's 
opinion they were written to defend^ and to 
which they appear, by their date, as well as 
tenor, to be fubfequent ; an abfurdity of which 
Swift^ even in the charadler of a publilher, can- 
not be fuppofed to have been guilty. 



PRE- 



PREFACE. 

I Cannot fufficiently admire the induftry of a fort 
of men, wholly out of favour with the prince 
and people, and openly profeffing a feparate inter- 
eft from the bulk of the landed men, who yet are 
able to raife, at this junfture, fo great a clamour 
againft a peace, without offering one fingle reafon, 
but what we find in their ballads. I lay it down 
for a maxim, that no reafonabie man, whether 
whig or tory^ (fince it is neceflary to ufe thofe fool- 
i(h terms) can be. of opinion for continuing the 
war upon the foot it now is, unlefs he be a gainer 
by it, or hopes it may occafion fome new turn of 
affairs at home to the advantage of his party ; or, 
laftly, unlefe he be very ignorant of the kingdom's 
condition, and by what means we have been re- 
duced to it. Upon the two firft cafes, where in- 
tereft is concerned, I have nothing to fay : but as 
to the laft, I think it highly neccffary that the 
publick (hould be freely and impartially told what 
circunlRances they are in, after what manner they 
have been treated by thofe, whom they trufted fo 
many years with the difpofal of their blood and 
treafure, and what the confequences of this ma- 
nagement are like to be upon themfelves and their 
pofterity. 

Thofe who, either by writing or difcourfe, have 
undertaken to defend the proceedings of the late 
miniftry in the management of the war, and of the 

treaty 
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treaty of Gertruydenburghy have fpent time in cele- 
brating the conduft and valour of our leaders .and 
their troops, in fumming up the viftories they have 
gained, and the towns they have taken. Then 
they tell us, what high articles were infided on by 
our minifters and thofe of the confederates, and 
what pains both were at in perfuading France to 
accept them. But nothing of this can give the 
lead fatisfa£iion to the juft complaints of the king- 
dom. As to the war our grievances are, that a 
greater load has been laid on us than was either 
juft or neceflary, or than we have been able to 
bear ; that the groiTeft impofitions have been fub- 
mitted to, for the advancement of private wealth 
and power, or in order to forward the more dan- 
gerous defigns of TifaSfion^ to both which a peace 
would have put an end ; and that the part of the 
war which was chiefly our province, which would 
have been moft beneficial to us, and deftruftive to 
the enemy, was wholly neglefled. As to a peace, 
we 'complain oi being deluded by a mock-treaty \ 
in which thofe who negotiated took care tc^make 
fuch demands as they knew v/ere impoflible to be 
complied with ; and therefore might fecurely prefs 
every article as if they were in earneft. 

Thefe are fome of the points I defign to treat of 
in the following difcourfe; with feveral others, 
which I thought it neceflary at this time for the 
kingdom to be informed of, I think I am not 
miftaken in thofe fa£ts I mention; at leaft not in 

any 
4 
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any circumftance fo material as to weaken the con- 

fequenoes I draw from them. 
After ten years war with perpetual fuccefs, to 

tdl us it is yet impoifible to have a good peace, is 
very furprizing, and feems fo different from what 
baft ever happened in the world before, that a 
man of- any party may be allowed fuljpeding, that 
we have been either ill-ufed, or have not made the 
moft of our viftories, and might therefore defire to 
know where the difficulty lay. Then it is natural 
to enquire into our prefent condition; how long 
we Ihail be able to go on at this rate ; what the 
cooiiNiueiices may be upon the prefent and future 
ages ; and whether a peace without that impradti- 
cable point, which fome people do fo much infift. 
on, be really ruinous in itfelf, or equally fo with 
the continuance of the war. 
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THE 

CONDUCT 

i 

OF T HE 

A L L I E S, ^c. [y], 

TH £ motives that may engage a wife prince, 
or ftate in war, I take to be one or more oi 
thefe : either to check the overgrown power d 
fome ambitious neighbour ; to recover what hath 
been unjuftly taken from them; to revenge fome 
injury they have received (which all political ca* 
fuifts allow) ; to affift fome ally in a juft quarrel i 
or laftly, to defend themfelves when they are in- 
vaded. In all thefe cafes the writers upon politicks 
admit a war to be juftly undertaken. The.laft is 
what hath been ufually called pro arts it fods 3 
where no expence or endeavour can be too great, 
becaufe all we have is at ftake, and confequently 
our utmoft force to be exerted ; and the difpute b 
foon determined, either in fafety or utter deftruc- 
tion. But in the other four, I believe, it will be 
found, that no monarch or commonwealth did 

[y ] This was written preparatory to the peace which the minifter 
were thoorf^oncerting, and which was afterwards perfe^ed at Utrecht 

Orrery 

This traft, and Remarks on the Barrier treaty, contain the principa 
SaiBti which the author of John Bull has thrown' into aUegosgjt; an 
greatly illuftrate that piece^ of which indeed it is poflible they wer 
the ground-work. 

ever 
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ever engage beyond a certain degree ; never pro- 
ceeded fo far as to exhauft the ftrength and fub- 
ftance of their country by anticipations and loans, 
which in a few years muft put them in a virorfe 
condition, than any they could reafonably appre- 
hend from thofe evils, for the preventing of vjrhi9h 
they firft entered into the v^ar ; becaufe this would 
be to run into real infallible ruin, only in hopes to 
remove what might perhaps but appear fo by a pro- 
bable (peculation. 

And as a war fliould be undertaken upon a juft 
and prudent motive, fo it is ftill more obvious, 
that a prince ought maturely to confider the con- 
dition he is in, when he enters on it ; whether his 
coffers be full, his revenues clear of debts, his 
people numerous and rich by a long peace and free 
trade, not over-preflTed with many burthenfome 
taxes; no violent faction ready to difpute his juft 
prerogative, and thereby weaken his authority at 
home» and lefien bis reputation abroad. For, if 
the contrary of all this happen to be his cafe, he 
will hardly be perfuaded to difturb the world's 
quiet and his own, while there is any other way 
left of preferving the latter with honour and (afety. 

Suppofing the war to have commenced upon a 
joft motive ; the next thing to be confidered is^ 
when a prince ought, in prudence, to receive the 
overtures of a peace ; which I take to be, either 
when the enemy is ready to yield the point origi*. 
nally contended for ; or when that point is found 
impoiEble to be ever obtained ^ or when contend* 
F 2 ing 
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ing any longer, although with probability of gain- 
ing that point at lad, would put fuch a prince and 
his people in a worfc condition than the prefent 
lofs of it. All which confiderations are of much 
greater force, where a war is managed by an alli- 
ance of many confederates, which, in the variety 
of interefts, among the feveral parties, is liable to 
fo many unforefeen accidents. 

In a confederate war it ought to be conddered^ 
which party has the deepejft (hare in the quarrel : 
for although each may have their particular rea- 
fons, yet one or two among them will probably be 
more concerned than the reft, and therefore ought 
to bear the greateft part of the burthen in propor- 
tion to their ftrength. For example : two princes 
may be competitors for a kingdom, and it will be 
your intereft to take the part of him, who will pro- 
bably allow you good conditions of trade, rather 
than of the other, who poflibly may not. How- 
ever, that prince whofe caufe you efpoufe, al- 
though never fo vigoroufly, is the principal in that 
war, and you, properly fpeaking, are but a fecond. 
Or a commonwealth may lie in danger to be over- 
run by a powerful neighbour, which, in time, 
may produce very bad confequences upon your 
trade and liberty : it is therefore neceffary, as well 
as prudent, to lend them afTifiance, and help them 
to win a firong fecure frontier j but, as they muft 
in courfe be the firft and greateft fufFerers, fo in 
juftice they ought to bear the greateft weight. If a 
houfe be on fire) it behoves all in the neighbour- 
hood 



.THE ALLIES. 69 

hood to run with buckets to quench it ; but the 
owner is fure to be undone firft ; and it is not im- 
poffible, that thofe at next door may efcape by a 
Ihowcr from heaven, or the ftillnefs of the weather, 
or fome other favourable accident. 

But if an ally, who is not fo immediately con- 
cerned in the good or ill fortune of the war, be fo 
generous as to contribute more than the principal 
party, and even more in proportion to his abilities, 
he ought at lead to have his (hare in what is con- 
quered from the enemy ; or, if his romantic dif- 
pofltion tranfport him ib far as to expe£l little or 
nothing from this, he might however hope, that 
the principals would make it up in dignity and re- 
fpe£t; and he would furely think it monflrous to 
fiiid them intermeddling in his domeflic afFairs, 
prefcribing what fervants he fliould keep or difmifs, 
preffing him perpetually with the moft unreafon- 
able demands, and at every turn threatning to 
break the alliance it* he will not comply. 

Frpm tbefe reflexions upon war in general, I 
defcend to coofider thofe wars wherein England 
bath been engaged fince the conqueft. In the civil 
wars of the Barons^ as well as thofe between the 
houfes of York and Lancajler^ great deftru£tion was 
jnoade of the nobility and gentry; new families 
raifed and pid ones extinguiflied ; but the money 
fpent on both (ides was employed and circulated at 
home; no public debts contracted ; and a very few 
years of peace quickly fet all right again. 

F 3 The 
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Th6 like may be affirmed even of that unnatu- 
ral rebellion againft king Charles I. The ufurpers 
maintained great armies in conftant pay, had al- 
moft continual wat with Spain or Holland \ but, 
managing it by their fleets, they increafed very 
much the richcS of the kingdom, inftead of cx- 
haufting them. 

Our foreign wars were generally againft Scotland 
or France: the firft, being in this ifland, carried 
no money put of the kingdom, and were feldom of 
long continuance. During our firft wars with 
France^ we poffeffed great dominions in that coun- 
try, where we preferved fome footing till the reign 
of queen Mary\ and although fome of our later 
princes made very chargeable expeditions thither, 
a fublidy and two or three fifteenths cleared all the 
debt. Befides, our vi6iories were then of fome ufe 
as well as glory ; for we were fo prudent as to fight^ 
and fo happy as to conquer, only for ourfelves. 

The Dutch wars in the reign of king Charles IL 
although begun and carried on under a very cor- 
rupt adminiftration, and much to the difhonour of 
the crown, did indeed keep the king needy and 
poor by difcoiitinuing or difcontenting his parlia- 
ment, when he moft needed their afliftance; but 
neither left any debt upon the nation, nor carried 
any money out of it. 

At the Revolution^ a general war broke out in 
Europe^ wherein many princes joined in alliance 
againft France to check the ambitious defigns of 
that monarch ; and here the emperor y the Dutch^ 

and 
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England were principals. About this time the 
)m firft began among us of borrowing millions 
1 funds of intereft. It was pretended, that the 
could not poffibly laft above one or two cam- 
ns; and that the debts contr^£ted might be 
J paid in a few years by a gentle tax, without 
lening the fubje£l. But the true reafon for 
acing this expedient was the fecurity of a new 
:e not firmly fettled on the throne. People 

tempted to lend by great premiums and large 
eft ^ and it concerned them nearly to preferve 
government, which they had trufted with their 
ey. The perfon [z] faid to have been author 
> deteftable a projedl, lived to fee fome of its 
confequences, whereof his grand-children will 
ee an end. And this pernicious counfel clofed 
well with the pofture of aiFairs at that time : 
fett of upftarts, who had little or no part in the 
lution^ but valued themfelves upon their noife 
pretended zeal when the work was over, were 
nto credit at court, by the merit of becoming 
rtakers, and projectors of loans and funds, 
e, finding that the gentlemen of eftates were 
villing to come into their meafures, fell upon 

new fchemes of raifing money, in order to 
e a monied intereft that might, in time, vie 
the landed, and of which they hoped to be at 
ead. 

[x] Dr. Burnet, bifhop of ^rum* 

F 4 This 
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This ground of the firft war for tea "years flfter 
the Rev^luturiy as to the plrt we had in it,: was to 
make Franct acknowledge the late king^* and to 
recover HudfirCs-Bay. But, during that whole 
war, the fea was almoft entirely neglected, ^wnTthe 
greaceft part of fix millions annually erapl6)ied to 
enlarge the frontier of the Dutch. F?or the king 
was a general, but not an admiral ; and^ although 
king of EttgUmdj was a native of Holland. 

After ten years fighting to little purpofe, after 
the lofs of above a hundred thoufand men, and a 
debt remaining of twenty millions, we, at length, 
hearkened to the terms of peace, 'which was con- 
cluded with great advantages to die empire and 
H$lkndy but none at all to us ; and clogged foon 
after with the famous treaty of partitiok, by which 
Naples J Sicily^ and Larrain were to be added to the 
French dominions ; or, if that crown (hould think 
fit to fet- afide the treaty upon the Spaniards re- 
fufing to accept it, as they declared they would to 
the feye«il parties at the. very time of tranfading it, 
then the French would have pretenfions to the 
whole monarchy. And fo it proved in the event j 
for the late king of Spain reckoning it an indignity 
to have his territories cantoned out into parcels by 
other princes during his own life, and without his 
confeht, rather chofe to bequeath the nioni^rchy 
entire to a younger fon of France \ and this prince 
was acknowledged for king of Spain both by us 
^nd Holland. 

It 
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It muft be granted, Ihjit the counfels of entering 
ijdO'this war were viotently oppofed by the church^ 
party^ who firit advifed the late king to acknow^ 
Mge the duke of AnJ9u\ and particularly it is 
afinMed, that a certain [//} ^r^^ ^fr/i>f, who 'was 
then in the church intereft, told the king in No- 
vember 1701, that', fince his majefty was detei^mined 
to engage in a war fo contrary to his pfivate opi- 
nion, he could ferve hifti no longer, ahd'atcord- 
ingjy.gave up his employment; although ^he hap- 
pened afterwards to change his mind,, when he was 
to be at the. head of the treafury, and have the fole 
management of affairs at home, while thofe abroad 
were to be in the hands of [b"] one^ wfaofe advan- 
^gc» ^y ^U forts of ties, he was engaged to promote, < 

The declarations of ' waC againft France and 
Spaitt^ tMAt\iy us and Holland^ are dated within 
2 few days of each other. In that publiihed by 
the States^ they fay very truly, that ihey are nearefi 
and moji expofed to the fire ; that they are blocked up 
QH all fides^ and aSfually attacked by the kings of 
France and Spain ; that their declaration is the effeSf 
of an urging and prejfthg necejftty ; with other ex- 
prcffions to • the fame purpofe. They dejire the 
ajgiftaiiee of all kings and princes^ &c. The grounds 
of their quarrel with France are fuch as only affeft 
themfelves, or at leaft more immediately than any 
other prince or ftate ; fuch as, the French refufmg 
to grant the tzxxS promifed by the treaty of Ryfwick ; 

M Earl of Codol^bin, [b] Duke of Marlborough, 

the 
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tbi leading the Dutch inhabitants fettled in France 
with excejpve duties^ contrary to the faid treaty \ the 
violation of the partition treaty hy the French accept^ 
mg the king of Spain's wiUy and threatning the ftates 
if they would not eomply \ the feizing the Spaniih 
Netherlands by the French troops^ and turning out 
ibi Dutch, who, by permijjion if the late king ef 
Spain, weie in garrifon there, by which meant that 
refublick was deprived of her barrier, contrary to the 
treaty of partition, where it was particularly flipU' 
latedj that the Spaniih Netherlands Jhould be left to 
the archduke. They alledged, that the French king 
goverfud' Flanders as his own, although under the 
name of his grandfon, andfent great numbers of troops 
thither to frighten them [^ J 5 that he had feized thf 
city and citadel of Liege j had poffeffed himfelfof fe- 
veral places in the archbijhoprick of Cologne, and 
maintained troops in the county of Wolfenbuttel, in 
order to block up the Dutch on all fides ; and caufed 
bis reftdent to give in a memorial, wherein he threat^ 
nedthe States to a£l againjl them if they refufed com^ 
flying with the contents of that memorial. 

The Queen's declaration of war is grounded 
upon the grand alliance, as this was upon the un- 
juft ufurpations and encroachments of the French 
king ; whereof the inftances produced are, his 
keeping in poffeffion a great part of the Spani(h domi-- 
nions, feizing Milan and the Spaniih Low* countries^ 

[c] This the author of John Bull calls frighting the children out 
of their bread and butter, 

4 making 
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making htmfelfmaJUr of Cadiz, fcTr, And inflead of 
giving fatisfaif ion in thefe points^ his putting an in^ 
dignity and affront on her majefty and kingdoms^ by de^ 
claring the pretended prince of Wales king of Eng- 
land, fcfr. Which laft was the only perfonal quar- 
rel we had in the war; and even this was pofitively 
denied by France^ that king being willing to ac- 
knowfedge her majefty. 

I think it plainly appears, by both declarations, 
tbat England ought no more to have been a princi- 
pal in this war than Prufjia^ or any other power, 
who came afterwards into that alliance. Holland 
was firft in danger, the French troops being at that 
time juft at the gates of Nimeguen. But the com- 
plaints made in our declaration do all, except the 
lafl, as much or more concern almoft every prince 
in Europe • 

For among the feveral parties who came firft or 
laft into this confederacy, there were few but who 
in proportion had more to get or to lofe, to hope 
or to fear, from the good or ill fuccefs of this war 
than we. The Dutch took up arms to defend 
themfelves from immediate ruin; and, by a fuc- 
cefsful war, they propofed to have a larger extent 
of country, and a better frontier againft France. 
The emperor hoped to recover the monarchy of 
Spainy or fome part of it, for his younger fon, 
chiefly at the expence of us and Holland, The 
king of Portugal had received intelligence, that 
Philip defigned to renew the old pretenfions of 
Spain upon that kingdom, which is furrounded by 

the 
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tbc o|;her .on all fides, except towards the fea ; and 
could therefore only by defended by maritime p9w^ 
en. This, with the adyaj|t^geou$ tprois offered. 
by king Charles as well as by us, prevailed with 
that priAce to enter into the alliance. The duke 
of Savpfs, temptations ^od fcajfs were yet greater : 
the maiA chance of the war on that fide was to be 
fupplied by England^ and the profit to redound to 
him. , In cafe Milan ihould be conquered, it was 
ftipulated, that his highnefs (hould have the duchy 
Qi . M^niferrat htlongiiMg to .the duke of Mantua^ 
ibe provinces of Alexandria and Valencia and £^ 
mellint^ with other lands between the Po and the 
Tanarpy together with the VigivenafcOy or in lieu of 
it an equivalent out of the province of Novara^ 
adjoining to his own ftate \ beftdes whatever elfe 
could be taken from France on that fule by the 
confederate forces. Then he was in terrible ap* 
prehenfions of being furrounded by France^ who 
bad fo many troops in the Milanefe^ and might 
have eafily f wallowed up his whole duchy. 

The reft of the allies came in purely for fubfi- 
dies, whereof they funk confiderable fums into, 
their own coffers, and refufed to fend their c^iHin^ 
gent to the emperor, alledgipg their troops were al* 
ready hired by England and Holland. 

Some time after the duke of Anjotis fuccceding 
to the monarchy of Spain, in breach of the parth- 
tien treaty, the queftion here in England waS, 
whether the peace fliould be continued^ or a new 
war begun. Thofe who were for the forrtier, al-^. 

ledgcd 
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ledged the debts and difEcukies we laboured un- 
der; tbat both we and the Dutch had already ac- 
knowledged Philip for king of Spain ; that the in- 
clinations of the Spaniards to the houfe of Aujlriay 
and their averfion from that of Beurbotij were not 
fo furely to be reckoned upon as fame would pre- 
tend ; that we thought it a piece of infolence as 
well as injuftice in the French to ofFer putting a 
king upon uS) and the Spaniards would conceive We 
had as little reafon to force one upon them : that i(r 
was true, the nature and genius of thofe two peo- 
ple differed very much, and fo would probably 
continue to do, as well under a king of French 
blood as one of Aujirian\ but that, if we Ihould 
engage in a war for dethroning the duke of Jnjoui 
we (bould- certainly effeft what by the progrefs and 
operations of it we endeavoured to prevent, I mean 
an union of intereft and afTedions between the 
two nations ; for the Spaniards muft, of neceiEtyJ 
call in French troops to their afliftance ; this would 
introduce French counfellors into king Phillp*s 
court, and this by degrees would habituate and re- 
concile the two nations ; that to aflift king Charles 
by Englijh and Dutch forces would render hiiii odi- 
ous to his new fubjedls, who have nothing in fo 
great abomination as thofe whom they hold fof 
heretics ; that the French would, by this means, 
become maflers of the treafures in the Spanijb 
IVeJi^Indies \ that in the laft war, when SpMn^ 
Cologne^ and Bavaria were in our alliance, and, by 
a modeft computation, brought fixty thoufand mert 

into 
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into the field againft the common enemy; when 
Flandersy the feat of war, was on our fide, and 
his majcfty, a prince of great valour and conduil:, 
at the head of the whole confederate army; yet 
we had no reafon to boaft of our fucccfsj how 
then fliould we be able to oppofe France with thofe 
powers againft us, which could carry fixty thou- 
fand men from us to the enemy ; and fo make us 
upon the balance weaker by one hundred and 
twenty thoufand men at the beginning of this war, 
thanof that in 1688? 

On the other fide, thofe, whofe opinlpn or fome 
private motives inclined them to give their advice 
for entering into a new war, alledged how dan- 
gerous it would be for England that Philip fhould 
be king of Spain ; that we could have no fecurity 
for our trade while that kingdom was fubje£l to a 
prince of the Bourbon family, nor any hopes of 
preferving the balance of Europe^ bccaufe the 
grandfather would, in efieS, be king, while his 
grandfon had but the title, and thereby have a 
better opportunity than ever of purfuing his defign 
for univerfal monarchy. Thefe and the like argu- 
ments prevailed j and fo, without offering at any 
other remedy, without taking time to confider the 
confequences, or to refleft on our own condition, 
we haftily engaged in a war, which hath coft us 
fixty millions ; and after repeated, as well as un- 
expeded, fuccefs in arms, hath put us and our 
pyifterity in a worfe condition, not only than any 
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of our allies^ but even our conquered enemies 
themfelves. 

The part we have a£ted in the condudl of this 
whole war, with reference to our allies abroad, 
and to a prevailing fa£lion at home, is what I fhall 
now particularly examine ; where, I prefume, it 
will appear by plain matters of fadl, that no na- 
tion was ever fo long or fo fcandaloufly abufed by 
the folly, the temerity, the corruption, and the 
ambition of its domeftic enemies ; or treated wirh 
h much infolence, injuftice, and ingratitude by 
its foreign friends. 

This, will be manifeft by proving the three fol- 
lowing points : 

Fir/l^ that againft all manner of prudence or 
common reafon we engaged in this war as princi« 
pals, when we ought to have adled only as aux- 
iliaries. 

Sicondfyy that we fpent all our vigour in purfu- 
bg that part of the war, which could leaft anfwer 
the end we propofed by beginning it -, and made 
no efforts at all, where we could have moft weak- 
ened the common enemy, and, at the fame time, 
enriched ourfelves. 

i<j/?^, that we fuffered each of our allies to 
break every article in thofe treaties and agreements 
by which they were bound, and«to lay the burthen 
upon us. 

Upon the firft of thefe points, that we ought 
to have entered into this war only, as auxiliaries, 
let any man refled upon our condition at that 

time : 
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time : juft come out of the moft tedious, ej 
five, and unfuccefsful war that ever Englam 
been engaged in [^J ; fmking under heavy d 
of a nature and degree never heard of by us o 
anceflprs ; the bulk of the gentry and people! 
tily tired of the war and glad of a peace, alth 
it brought no other advantage but itfelf j no 
den profpeft of leflcning our taxes, which 
grown as neceffary to pay our debts as to rail 
roics y a fott of artificial wealth of funds and fl 
in the hands of thofe, who, for ten years be 
had been plundering the publick \ many corr 
ons in every branch of our government that n( 
' reformation. Under thefe difficulties, from vi 
twenty years peace and the wifeft managei 
could hardly recover us, we declare war ag 
France^ fortified by the acceffion and allian< 
thofe powers' I mentioned before, and whicl 
the former war, had been parties in our con 
racy. It is very obvious, what a change mu 
made in the balance by fuch weights taken 01 
our fcale and put into theirs ; fince it was n 
feft, by ten years experience, that France^ wil 
thofe additions of ftrength, was able to maij 
itfelf againfl us. So that human probability 
with mighty odds on the other fide ; and in 
cafe nothing under the moft extreme nee 
ihould force any ftatc to engage in a war. 
had already acknowledged Philip for king of 5j 

[</] 1 was then lean, being juft come out of a fit of fie 
John BuU. 

ne 
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im'tker does the Qpni/s declaration of war take 
notice of the duke of Anjoifs fucceffion to that mo- 
jurdiy AS afubjefi; of quarrel, but the Fniuh king's 
governing it as if it were his own ; his feizing Ca-^ 
ik^ MSUm^ and the Spani/b Lew-countries^ with the 
Indignity 0f {Nroclaiming the PnUniir. In all 
which we charge that prince with nothing im&lj 
relating to us, excepting the laft : and this, dtho' 
indeed a great affront, might eafily have been re« 
drefied without a war; for the French court declared 
they did not acknowledge the PreHnJj^^ but only 
gave him the title of king, which Was allowed to 
dugufhu by his enemy of Sweden^ who bad driven 
bim out olPolandy and forced him to acknowledge 
Stampaut. 

It is tru^ indeed, the danger of the Duichy by fo 
ill a neighbourhood in Flandersy might affed Us 
Very much in the confequences of it ; and the lo(s 
of Spain to the Houfe of Aujiria^ if it fhouU be 
governed by Frtnch influence and French politicks, 
might, in time^ be very pernicious to our trade. It 
would therefore have been prudent, as well as ge« 
nerous and chariuble^ to help our neighboui* i and 
bi we might have done without injuring ourfelves; 
for, by an old treaty with Holland^ we were bound 
toafSft that republick with ten thoufaiid men,wlien« 
ever they were attacked by t\i^ French \ whofe troops^ 
upon the king of Spain's deaths takipg pofleffion of 
Flanders in right of Pbilip^ and fecuring the Dutch 
garrifons till they would acknowledge bim, the 
Vol. IX. G States^ 
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StateS'gineral, by memorials tirom their envoys hercj 
"demanded only the ten thoufand men we were obliged 
to giTe them by virtue of that treaty. And I make 
no doubt but the Dutch would have exerted them- 
felves fo vigoroufly, as to be able, with that afliftanoe 
-alone, to defend their frontiers; or, if they had 
i>een forced to a peace, the Spaniards^ who abhor 
difmembring their monarchy, -would never have 
Tuffered the French topofiefs themfelves of Flanders. 
'At that time, they had none of thofe endearments to 
each othqr^'^'hich this war hath created ; and what- 
ever hatred ih'd jealoufy were natural between the 
two nations would then have appeared. So that 
there was no fort of neceffity for us to proceed 
further, although we had been in a better condition. 
But our politicians, at that time, had other inews; 
and a new war muft be undertaken upon the ad- 
vice of thofe, who, with their parti2an& and adhe-^ 
rents, were to be the fole gainers by it. A grand 
.alliance was therefore made between the Emperor, 
Englandy and the States-general ^ by which, if the 
injuries complained of from /rtf«r^ were riot reme- 
died in two months, the parties concerned were ob- 
liged mutually to affift each other with their whole 
firength. 

Thus we became parties in a war in conjunc- 
tion with two allies, whofe {hare in the quarrel 
was beyond all prop6rtiort greater than ours. How- 
ever, I can fee no reafon from the words^ of the 
grand alliance, by which we were obliged to make 

thofe 
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thofe prodigious expences we have ilnce beta at» 
Bf what I have always heard and read, I take the 
whb^eugth of a nation^ as underftood in that 
treaty, to be the utmoft that a prince can raife an* 
anally from his fubjeds. If he be forced to mort- 
gage and borrow, whether at home or abroad, it is 
not, properly fpeaking, hh ownjirtngtb^ or that of 
the nation, but the entirefubftance of particular 
perfons, which, not bc^ing able to raife out of thei 
annual income of his kingdom, he takes upon 
fecurity, and can only pay the. intereft. And by 
this method one part of the nation is pawned to the 
other. With hardly a poiEbility left of being ever re-*^ 
deemed. 

Surely it would have been enough for us to have 
fiifpended the payment of our debts contracted \xk 
the former war ; and to have continued our land 
and malt taxes, with thofe others which have fince. 
been mortgaged. Xhefe, with fome additions,, 
would have made up fuch a fum, as, with prudent 
management, might, I fuppofe, have maintained an 
hundred thoufand men by fea and land ; a rea{bna« 
\i\t'qmta in all confcience for that ally, who appre- 
hended leaft danger, and expe£led leaft advantage. 
Nor can we imagine that either of the confederates, 
when the war began, would have been fo unreafon^ 
able as to refufe joining with us upon fuch a foot, 
and exped that we ihould, every year, go between 
dirce and- four millions in debt (which hath been our 
cafe), becaufe the French could hardly have con« 
G 2 ./trivcd 
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trived aoy offers of peace fo ruinous tou^r as fuch » 
war. Pollerity will be at a lofs to conceive, what 
kind of fpirit could pofiefa their anceftors, who af« 
ter ten years foffering by the unexampled politicks 
^f a natbti maintmning a war by annually pawo- 
hig itfelf ; and dufring a (bort peace, while they 
weref looking bacfk with horror on the heavy loads 
of debts they had coDtra£led, univerfally condemn* 
ing fhofe pernicious cotfnfels which bad occafioned 
them ; tacking their invention for fomc remedies or 
expedient9 to mend their ihattered condition; I 
fey j that thefe very people, without giving them-^ 
felves timt^ to breaffa<^, (bo«ld again enter into a 
more dangerous, chargeable, and extenfive war, for 
the (kme or perhaps a greater period of time, and 
Without anfy apparent neceffity. It is cbviouis in a 
privatef fortune^ that whoever annually runs out, 
imd continues the faMe expences, nnlft every year 
inortgage a greater quantity of land than be did be* 
fore; and as the debt doubles and trebles upon 
hini^ fo' doth bis inability to pay it. By the fame 
{proportion we bavcf fuifered twice as much by this 
laift ten years war, as w'e did by the former j and, 
if it were poffiMe to continne it five years longer 
at the fame rate, it would be as great a burthen as 
the whole twe^ty» This computation being fo eaiy 
^nd trivial that it is almoft a fltame to mention it,^ 
pofterity will tinnk, that thofe who firft advtfedthe 
war, wanted either the fenfe or the bonefty to con^ 
fider it, 

5 And 
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' And as we have wafted our ftrength and vital 
fiibftance sn this profufe manner, fo we have (baine* 
fully mifapplied it to ends at leaft very different 
froni thofe, for which we undertook the war» and 
often to cfkSt others, which 9fter a peace we may 
feverely repent. This is the fecond article I pn]»« 
pofed to examine. 

We have now, for ten years together, turqed the 
whole force and expence of the war where die 
enemy was beft able tp hold us ^ a bay ; where 
we could propofe no manner of advantage to our* 
fdyes I where it was highly impolitic to enlai^ 
our conquefts $ utterly negleAing that part, whidi 
would have faved and gained us many millions^ 
which the perpetual maxiins of our government teach 
us to purfuej which would have fooneft weakened 
die enemy, and muft either have promoted a ipeedy 
peace, or enabled us to continue the war* 

Tbofe whp are fond of continuing me war, cry 
Bp oar oonftaiit fuccefs at a moft prodigious rate, 
ind redumed it infinitely greater than, in all hu* 
man probability, we had reafon to hope. Teii 
g^ous campaigns are pafied, and now at lafl:, like 
the fick man, we are juft expiring with all forts of 
pxid fymptoms. Did the advi&xs of this war fiipr 
idfe it would continue ten years without expeG« 
ing the fuccefs we have had ; and yet at the Ika^ 
niie determine, that Fraace muft be reduced, an4 
ffmn fubdued, by employing our whole ftreiigtli 
ipon Flandirif Did they believe, the laft war left 
la in a condition to furnifh fuch vaft fupplies for 
G 3 fd 
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fo long a period without involving us and our pof« 
terity in unextricable debts ? If, after fuch miracu- 
lous doingSy we are not yet in a condition of bring- 
ing France to our terms, nor can tell when we fiball 
be fo, although we fhould proceed without any 
revecfe of fortune j what could we look for in the 
ordinary courfe of things, but a Flanders war of ^ 
leaft twenty years longer ? T)o they indeed think, a 
town taken from xYi^ Dutch is a fufficient recompence 
to us for fix millions of money ;. which is of fo lit- 
tle confequence to determine the war, that the French 
may yet hold out a dozen years more, and afford a 
:town every campaign at the fame price I 

I fay not this by any means to detra6l from the 
^rmy, or its leaders. Getting into the eneniy^^ 
lines, paifing rivers, and taking towns, may be 
adJons attended with many glorious circumftances; 
but when all this brings no real folid advantage to 
MS ; when it hath no other end than to enlargeithe 
.territories of the Dutchy and increafe At fame an4 
-wealth of our general; I conclude, however it 
comes about, that things are not as well as they 
ihould be ; and that furely our forces and money 
might be better employed, both towards reducing 
our enemy, and working out fome benefit to our- 
felves. But the cafe is ftill much harder; wawre 
deftroying many thoufand lives, exhaufting our 
fubftance, nor for our own intercft, which would 
be but common prudence i not for a thing ifidifr 
ferent, which wquld be fufficient folly; but perhaps 
to our own deftruftion, which is perfefl nxadnefc 

- 4 ; Wo 
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We may live to feel the effefts of our own valouj: 
more fenfibly, than all the confequences we im4- 
gine frpm the dominions of Spain in the duke of 
Aftjeu* ' We have conquered a noble territory fer 
the StateSy that will maintain fufficient troops to 
defend itfelf, and feed many hundred thoufand in;- 
habitants ; where all encouragement will be given 
to introduce and improve manufaAures, which wa^ 
the only advantage they wanted 5 and which, added 
to their (killi induftry, and parfimony, will enable 
them to under-fell us in every market in the 
world. 

Our fupply of forty thoufand men according to 
die firft ftipulation, added to the quota's of the 
Emperor and Holland^ which they were obliged to 
furnifh, would have made an army of near two 
hundred thoufand, exclufive of gacrifons ; enough 
to.withftand all the power that France could bring 
againft it ; an4 we might have employed the reft 
mucti better both for the common caufe and our 
own advantage. 

The. war in Spain muft be imputed to the cre- 
dulity of our minifters, who fufFered thcmfelvcs to 
be perfuaded by the imperial court, that the Spa-^ 
mardi were fo violently afFe£led to the houfe of 
Jhiftria^ as, upon the firft appearance there, with % 
few troops under the archduke, the whole kingdom 
woul4. immediately revolt. This we tried \ and 
found the Emperor to have deceived either us or 
himfelfi Yet there we drove on the war at a prodi- 
gious difadvantage with great expence 5 and by a 
G 4 moft 
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moft corrupt management the only [#}gieneraU who 
by a courfe of conduft and fortunealmoft miraculpus 
bad nearly put us into pofleffion of that kingdom 
was left wholly unfupported^ ex'pofed to the env] 
of his rivals^ dtfappointed by the caprices of a yoonj 
unexperienced prince under the guidance of a ra- 
pacious German miniftry* and at Uft called home ir 
diicontent. By which our armies both in SpatH and 
Pirtugaly were made a facrifice to av^ic$> ilUcott' 
dttft, or treachery. 

IrL common prudence wfe Ihould either hav( 
jpuihed that war with the utmoft vigour in fo fortu- 
nate a junAure, efpecially fince the gaining thai 
kingdom was the great point, for which we pre- 
tended to continue the war ; or at leaft when w< 
had foundy or fnade that deiign impnuE^icable, wt 
fliould not have gone on in fo expenfive a vtiAta^ 
ment of it ; but have kept our troops on the de* 
fenlive in CataUnia^ iuid purfued fome other waj 
siore eSedlual for diftreffing the common enemji 
and advantaging ourfelves. 

And what a noble field of honoiir and profit had 
we before us wherein to employ the heft of oui 
ftrength, which, againft all maxims of Britijhpo- 
Itcy, we fufFered to lie wholly negle£led I I havt 
ibmetimes wo^ered how it came to pafs that the 
ftyle of fnariiime pmers^ by which our allies, in a 
fort of contemptuous manner, ufually couple us 
with the Dutcby did never put us in mind of tbe 
ftSL ; and while fome politicians were (hewing tis 

Te} The arl oi Pita^om^B. ' "^ 
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'f^e wzj to Spain by Flanders^ others to 5j«9^ or 
Nitplesj that the Wift-Mien-VtiOvM never come in- 
to their heads. With half the charge we have been 
aty we might have maintained our original quota 
of forty thouf^nd men in Flander^^ and> at the fame 
timty by otir fleets and i>aval forces have fo diftref* 
fed the Spmuards in the north and fouth feas of 
Amirica^ as to prevent any returns of money from 
'thence except in our own bottoms. This is what 
heft became us to do as a niaritimi power i xh\$^ 
with any common degree of fuceefs, would foon 
have compelled Frana to the neceffities of a pCface, 
and Spdin to acknowledge the archduke. But while 
we, for ten years, have been fquandering away oar 
money upon the continent, France hath been wifely 
engrdCng all the trade of Poru^ going diredly with 
their fliips^to Lima and other ports, and there re- 
ceiving ingots of gold and filver for French goods 
of little value; which, befides the mighty advan* 
tage to their nation at prefent, may divert the chan« 
nel of that trade for the future, fo benejficial to us, 
who u(ed to receive annually fucb vaft fums at 
Cadix for our goods fent thence to the Spemijh Weft^^ 
ln£eu All this we tamely faw and fufFered without 
the leaft attempt to hinder it; except what was 
performed by fome private men at Briftoly who, in- 
flamed by a true fpirit of courage and induflry, did» 
About diree years ago, with a few veflels fitted out 
at their own charge, make a moft fiiccefsful voy- 
age into thole parts; took one of the Jquapulc§ 
ihips, very narrowly mift of the otber^ and are 
' lately 
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Jately returned laden with unenvied wealth, to (hew 
1X8 what might have been done with the like ma- 
nagement by a public undertaking. At leaft we 
might eafily have prevented thofe great returns of 
money to France and Spain^ although we could not 
have uken it ourfelves. An^ if it be true, a$ the 
advocates for war would have it, that the French 
arc now fo impovcrilhcd, in what condition muft 
they have been, if that iflue of wealth had been 
flopped ? 

But great events often turn upon very (mail cir- 
cumftances. It was the kingdom's misfortune, that 
the fea was not the duke of Marlborough^ s element ; 
otherwife the whole force of the war would infal- 
libly have been beftowcd there infinitely to the ad- 
vantage of his country, which would then have 
gone hand in hand with his own. But it is very 
truly objefted, that if we alone had made fuch an 
attempt as this, Holland yrould have been jealous; 
or, if we had done it in Conjunction with Holland 
the houfe of Aujlria would have been difcontcnted. 
This hath been the ftyle of late years ; which who- 
ever introduced amopg us, they have taught our al* 
h'es to fpeak after them. Otherwife it could hardly 
enter into any imagination, that while we are con- 
federates in a war with thofe who are to have the 
whole profit, and who leave a double {hare of the 
burthen upon us, we dare not think of any defign 
(although againft the common enemy) where there 
is the leaft profpecl; of doing good to our own coun- 
try, for fear of giving umbrage and offence to our 
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allies, while we are ruining ourfelves to conquer 
^provinces and kingdoms for tbem. I therefore con^ 
Itb with ihame, that this objedion is true : for k 
is very well known, that while the defign of Mr. 
HilPs expedition [/] remained a fecret, it was fuC- 
pe£^ed in Holland and Germany to be intended a- 
{ainft Perui whereupon the Dutch made every 
wh^re their public complaints ; and the minifters 
at Vienna talked of it as an infolence in the Qijsbn 
to attempt fuch an undertakings which although it 
has failed^ partly by the accidents of a ftorm, and 
partly by the ftubbornncfs or treachery of fome in 
that colony, for whofe relief, and at whofe entreaty^ 
it was in fome meafure deiigned, is no objedion a^ 
all to an enterpris^e fo well concerted, aod with 
iiich fair probability of fuccefs^ 

It was fomething fingular that the States (hould 
express their uneafinefs, when they thought we inr 
tended to make fome attempt in the Spanijh JVeJi'^ 
Indies I becaufe it is agreed between us, that what* 
ever is conquered there by us or them (ball belong 
to the conqueror ; which is the only article that ( 
pn call to mind in all our treaties or ftipulations 
with any view of intereft to this kingdom \ and for 
that very reafon I fuppofe, among othqrs, hath beei^ 
altogether negle£led. Let thofe, who think this 
too fey ere ^ r^exion, examine the whole manage; 

\J\ The expedition in 1711, wherein Sir Hovendon flanker com- 
manded the fleets and Mr. Hilt the land forces for the redu£lbn of 
^M^ and Canada, and regainiog the Nevffwndknd fiihery, which the 
French had taken from us, 

ment 
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ment of the prefent war hj fea and land, with 
our alliances, treaties, ftipulatioa&, andconventio: 
and confider whether the wholQ doth not look, 
if fome particular care and indnftry had been u; 
t6 prevent any benefit or advantage that might pi 
iibfy accrue to Britain f 

This kind of treatment, from our principal j 
lies, hath taught the fame dialed to all the rej 
fo that there is not a petty prince whom we b 
inaintain by fubfidies and penfions, who is n 
rpiiAjj upon every occaCon, to. threaten us, tb 
)ie will rccal his troops (although they muflrrob 
ilarve at home) if we rdfufe to comply with him 
any demand, however unreafonable. 

Upon the third head I (hall produce fome i; 
ftances to ihtv/, how tamely we have fuSered ^* 
ef bur allies to infringe every article in thofe tre 
ties and ftipulations, by which they were boupi 
ajQici to lay the load upon us. 

But before I enter upon this, which i» a larj 
fubjed, I fliall take leave to oStr a few remarks < 
certain articles in three of our treaties ; which itu 
let us perceive how much thofe minifters^ valued < 
vnderflood the true intereft, fafety, or honour < 
iAeir country. 

IjTe have made twp alliances with P^rtugal^ % 
offenfive and a defend ve ; the firft is to remain i 
force only during the prefent war; the fecondl 
be perpetual. In the offenfive alliance the Empsrsi 
$ngktnd^ and Hpfhnd are parties with Pmugal^ i 
the defenfive only we and the StateSn 
• ' Upc 
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tipon ditf firft article of the oSeofive alliance it U 
to be obienreil, that although the grand alliance, u 
I have already fiUd^ allows England and HoUani tok 
pofiefi fior thait own whatever each of them fliaU 
conquer in die Spanifi JVeJi'tnMis: yet there, we 
are quite cut out by confentlng, that the archduke 
fliall poflTefa the dofliinions of Spain in as full a 
manner as their late king Charles. And what ii 
more remarkable, we broke this very article in f^p 
Vour of Portugal by^ fubfequen t fiipulations ; whertf 
we agp^e that king Charles (hall deliver up Efirema^ 
Jbira^ rigOj and fome other places to the Portug$t^ 
as foonas- we can conquer them from the enemy^ 
They, who are guilty of (b much folly alid contra^ 
didion^ know beft whether itpfoceeded from cor^ 
niption or ftupidity. 

By two othct articles (befides the honour of b^ 
hg convoys and guards in ordinary to thc.Pmi^ 
gnefe ihips and coafts) we are to gueft the enemyfi 
thoughcsi and to take the king of PortugaPs word 
whenever he hath a fancy that he fliall be invade 
We are alfo to furnifli him with a ftrength fupe* 
rior to what the enemy intends to invade any o( 
his dominions with^ let that be what it wiiU And 
until We knov what the enemy's forces are, his 
Portiiguefi nlajefty is fole judge what ftrength it 
fuperior, and what will be able to prevent an inva^ 
Son; and may fend,our fleeu whenever he plea(eli 
upon his errands to fofiie of the further parts of the 
world, or keep them attending upon his own coafts 
till he think fit to diimifs themt Tbefe fleets muft 

likewife 
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likewtfe be fubjeft in all things not only to &e 
king, but to his viceroys, admirals, and governors^ 
in any of his foreign dominions, when he is in an 
humour to apprehend an invaflon; which, I be- 
lieve, is an indignity that was never offered before^ 
except to a conquered nation. 
. In the defenfive alliance with that crown, which 
is to remain perpetual, and where only England 
and Holland are parties with them, the fame carc^ 
in almoft the fame words is taken for our fleet to 
attend their coafts and foreign dominions, and to 
be under the fame obedience* We and the States 
are likewife to furniih them with twelve thoufand 
men at our own charge, which we are conftantly 
to recruit; and thcfe are to be fubjeft to the Por-l 
tuguefe generals. 

' In the offenfivc alliance we took no care of hiav- 
ing the afliftance of Portugal^ whenever we fli'ould 
be invaded ; but in this it feems, we are wifer ; for 
that king is obliged to make war on France or Spain^ 
whenever we or Holland zxt invaded by either; but, 
before this, we are to fupply them with the fame 
forces both by fea and land, as if he were invaded 
himfelf. And this muft needs be a very prudent and 
fafe courfe for a maritime power to take upon a 
fudden invafion ; by which, inftead of making ufe 
of our fleets and armies for our own defence, we 
muft fend them abroad for the defence of Portugal. 
By the thirteenth article we are told what this 
affiftante is which the Portuguefe are to give us, 
and upon vtrhat conditions. They are to furnifh 
. ten 
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fen men of war; and when Engkmd and Holland 
ihall be invaded hy France and Spain together, or 
hjr Sfam alone, in either of thefe cafes thofo ten 
Portugwfi men of war are to ferve only upon their 
own Goafts; where, no doubt, they will be of 
mighty ufe to their allies, and terror to the enemy. 

How the Dutch were drawn to have a part in 
either of thefe two alliances is not very material to 
enquire, fince they have been fo wife as never to 
obferve them ; and I fuppofe never intended it | 
but relblved, as they have fince done, to (bift the 
load upon us. 

Let any man read thefe two treaties from the be* 
ginning to the end, he will imagine that the king of 
Portugal and his minifters (at down and made them 
by themfelves, and then fent them to their allies to 
iign; the whole fpirit and tenor of them quite 
dupugh running only upon this fingle point, what 
we and Holland are to do for Portugal^ without any 
mention of an equivalent, except thofe ten fhips, 
which, at the time when we have greateft need of 
their affiftance, are obliged to attend upon their own 
coafts. 

The barrier-treaty betweea Great Britain and 
Holland^ was concluded at the Hague on the 29th 
Q^OHober^ in the year 1709* In this treaty nei* 
ther her majefty nor her kingdoms have any inte« 
reft or concern, further than what is mentioned in 
the fecond and twentieth articles : by the former 
the States are to affift the Queen in defending the 
aft of fucceifion ; and by the other, not to treat of 

a 
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a peace, till Franti had acknowledged the Qgwwi 
and the fucceffion of Han^ver^ and promifed to ie« 
tnove the Pnteniet out of that king^s domintonSi 
As to the firft of thefe^ it is certainly fbr tiM 
fafety and intereft of the SMis gemraly that thi 
l^roteftant fuccei&on (hould be preTerved inEfigkmdi 
becaufe fuch a popifli prince, as we apprebended| 
Vrbuld infallibly join with Pratci in the ruin of diat 
tepubiick. Aiid the Dutch are as much bound td 
fupportour fucceffion, as they are tied to any part of 
a tresty or league ofFeniive and defenfive againft a 
common enemy, without any feperate benefit upod 
that confiderationi Her majefty is in the full pea- 
ceable poxTeffion of her kingdoms, and of the hearb 
of her people, among whom hardly one in fivt 
tboufand are in the Pretendsr^i ihter^ft. Andwht* 
ther the affiftaiice of the Dutth to prefenre a right 
fo well eftablifhed be an equivalent td thofe many 
unreafonable exorbitant articles in the reft of the 
treaty, let the world judge. What an impreffion 
^f our fettlement muft it give abroad, to fee our 
minifters offering fuch conditions to the Dutck €6 
prevail on them to be guarantees of our aAs of par- 
liament! neither perhaps is it right, in point of po* 
licy, or good fenfe, that a foreign power fhould be 
called in to confirm our fucceffion by way of gua- 
rantee, but only to acknowledge iti otherwife lire 
put it out of the power of our own legiflature t6 
change our fucceffion without the confent of that 
prince or ftate, who is guarantee, how much fb- 
ever the neceffities of the kingdom may require it. 

As 
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As to the other article, it is a natural confe^ 
^uence that muft attend ahy treaty of peace ure can 
make with Frdncei being only the acknowledg- 
inent of her majefty as Queen of her own domi« 
iiions, and the right of fucceffion by bur owil laws, 
which iio foreign power hath any pretence 16 dif- 
|>ute. 

However, in order to deferve thefe ihighty ad- 
vantages from the Siatis^ the reft of the trelty is 
wholly taken up in directing what we are to do for 
them. 

By the grand alliance^ which was the founda*- 
tion of the prefent war, the Spanijh L9W''C9untries 
were to be recovered and delivered to the king of 
Sfain i but by this treaty that prince is to pofTefs 
ix)thing m Flanders during the war; and after a 
peace the Slates are to have the military command 
of about twenty towni, with the dependences, and 
finir hundred thoufand crowns a year from the king 
of Spain to maintain their garrifons^ By which 
taeans they will have the command of all Flanders^ 
from N0ivp9ri on the fea to tfamur on the Maefe^ 
and be entirely mafters of the Pais de waas^ the 
richtft part of thofe provinces. Further, they have 
llbierty to garrifon any place they {hall think fit in 
the Spanijh Lew-countrieSy whenever there is an ap- 
|>earance of war; and confequently to put garrifons 
into OJiend^ or where elfe they pleafe, upon a rup* 
:ure with England. 
Vol. IX. H By 
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By this treaty likewifc the Dutch will, in efFe£i:, be 
cintire matters of all the Low- countries \ may impofe 
duties, reftri£tions in commerce, and prohibitions 
at their pleafure ; and, in that fertile country, may 
fee up all forts of manufa£tures, particularly the 
Woollen, by inviting the difobliged tnanufa£lurers in 
Ireland^ and the French refugees, who are fcattered 
all over Germany. And as this manufafture increaf- 
cth abroad, the cloathing people of England will be 
neceffitated, for want of employment, to follow ; 
and in few years, by help of the low intereft of 
money in Holland^ Flanders may recover that ben€- 
Hcial trade, which we got from them. The landed 
men of England will then be forced to re-eftabliffi 
the fiaples of wool abroad ; and the DuUh^ inftead 
of being only the carriers, will become the origi- 
nal pofleflbrs of thofe commodities, with which the 
greateft part of the trade of the world is now car- 
ried on. And as they increafc their trade, it is ob* 
vious they will enlarge their ftrength at fta, and 
ours muft lefTen in proportion. 

All the potts in Flanders are to befitbjea: to the 
like duties, that the Dutch (hall lay upon the Scheldt 
which is to be clofed on the fides of the States: 
thus all other nations are, in efTe^i, (hut out from 
trading with Flanders. Yet in the very fame article 
it is faid, that the States Jball he favoured in all the 
Spanifh dominions as much ^i Great Britain, or at the 
people mojl flavoured. We have conquered Flaniirs 
for them, and are in a worfe condition as to our 
'<^df therC| than before the war began. We havo 

been 
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beotf the great fupport of the king of Spairty to 
whom the Dutch have hardly contributed any thing 
at all ; and yet they an to be $tpially favoured witb 
m m 4JI bis dominions. Of all this the QpfiEif is 
under the unreafonable obligation of being guaran- 
tee, and that they fhall pollers their barrier and 
their four hundred thoufand crowns a. year, even 
before a peace. 

It is to be obftrved^ that this treaty was only 
figned by one of our plenipotentiaries Ig] ; and I 
hare been told that the other [h'\ was heard to fay, 
he would rather lofe his right hand than fet it to 
iiich a treaty* Had he fpoke thefe words in due 
ieafon, and loud enough to be heard on this fide 
the water, confidering the credit he had then at 
court, be might have faved much of his country's 
honour, and got as much to himfelf $ therefore, if 
the report be true, I am inclined to think he only 
SAID it. I have been likewife told, that fome very 
neceiOlary circumftances Were wanting in the en- 
trance upon this treaty ; but the minifters here ra- 
ther chofe to facrifice the honour of the crown, and 
the fafety of their country, than not ratify what one 
of their favourites had tranfa6ted. 

Let me now confider in what manner our allies 
have cb&rved thofe treaties they made with us, and 
the feveral fiipulations and agreements purfuant to 
them. 

Cf ] Lord ^•mtnfoeni. See J^ Bull. 

Ha Bf 
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By the grand alliance between the Enipire, Eng* 
Undj and Holland^ we were to affift the other 
two iatis viribus by fea and land. By a convention 
fubfequent to this treaty, the proportions which 
the feveral parties fliould contribute towards the 
war, were adjufted in the following manner : the 
Emperor was obliged to furnifli ninety thoiifand 
men againft France^ either in Italy ^ or upon the 
Rhine; Holland to bring fixty thoufand into the 
fidd in FlanderSy exclufive of garrlfons\ and we 
forty thoufand. In winter, 1702, which was the 
next year, the duke oi Marlborough propofed raifing 
ten thoufand men more by way of augmei>tation, 
and to carry on the war with greater vigour; to 
which the parliament agreed, and the Dutch were 
to raife the fame number. This was upon a par^ 
dircdly contrary to the former ftipulation, whereby 
bur part was to be a third lefs than theirs ; and 
therefore it was granted with a condition that 
'Holland (bould break off all trade and commerce 
with France^ But this condition was never execut- 
ed ; the Dutch only aniufing us with a fpecious de- 
claration, till our feflion of parliament was ended ; 
and the following year it was taken ofF by con- 
cert between our general and the States^ without 
any reafon affigned, for the fatisfaftion of the king- 
dom. The next and fome enfuing campaigns, fur- 
ther additional forces were allowed by parliament 
for the war in Flanders ; and in every new fupply 
the Dutch gradually leiTened their proportibns, al* 
fbough the parliament addrefied the Queen, that 

the 
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Ac States might be defined to obferve them accord- 
ing to agreement ; which bad no other efFe£t, than 
to teach them to elude it by making their tfoop^ 
nominal corps ; as they did by keeping up the numr 
bcr of regiments, but finking a fifth part of the 
men and money ; fo that now things are juft in- 
verted. And in all nev levies we contributed % 
third more than the Dutcbj who at firft were ob* 
liged to the (ame proportion more than us. 

Befides^ the more towns we conquer for the 
States^ the worfe condition wc are in towards re- 
ducing, the common enemy, and confequently of 
putting an end to the war. For they make no 
fcrupl^ of employing the troops of their quota to- 
wards garrifoning every town, as fail; as it is taken; 
diredlly contrary to the agreement between us, by 
which all g9Jcriibns are particularly excluded. This 
is at kngth arrived by feveral fteps to fuch a height, 
that there are at prefent in the field not fb many 
forces uod^r the duke of Marlborough* s command 
in Jpla^^brsy 2& Britain alone maintains for that 
fervicC) nor i^ave been for fome years paft. 

The duke of Marlborough having entered the 
enemies Itaes and taken Bouchain^ formed the de*- 
fign of keeping fo great a number of troops, a]i4 
particularly of cavalry, in Lijle^ Tournay^ Doway^ 
9nd the country between, as ihould be able to ha- 
rafs all the neighbouring provinces of France dur- 
ing the winter, prevent the enemy from ere£Ung 
their magazines, and, by confequencc, from fub- 
(ifling their forces next fpring, and render it im- 
H 3 poffiblc' 
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poflible for them to aflemble their army another 
year, without going back behind the Soame to do 
it. In order to efFe£t this proje£l, it was neceflary 
to be at an cxpcnce extraordinary of forage for the 
troops, for building ftables, finding fire and candle 
for the foldiers, with other incident charges. The 
Queen readjly agreed to furnifli her fhare of the 
firft sirtrcle, that of the forage, which only be- 
longed, to her. But the States infifting that her ma- 
jefty ihould likewife come into a proportion of the 
other articles, which in juftice belonged totally to 
them ; Ihe agreed even to that, rather thaA a de* 
fign of this importance fhould fail. And yet we 
know it hath failed, and that the Dutch refufed 
their confent till the tim^ was paft for putting it m 
execution, even in the opinion of thofei who pro- 
pofed it. Perhaps, a certain trtiole in the treaties 
of contributions fubmitted to by fuch of the Fnmh 
dominions, as pay them to the Stat^s^ was the prin- 
cipal catife of defeating this projed; fiace one 
great advantage to have been gained by it waS) as 
is before mentioned, to have hindered the enemy 
from ere^ing their magazines ; and one article in 
thofe treaties of contributions is, that the produce 
of thofe countries fhall pafs free and unmolefted. 
So that the queflion was reduced to this fliort 
iflue : whether the Dutch (hould lofe this paultry 
benefit, or the common caufe an advantage of fuch 
mighty importance. 

The fea being the element, where we migh^ 

moft probably carry on the war with any advantage 

••■•••: •'• : ■ ^^ 
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to ourfelves> it was agreed that we fhould bear five 
eighths of the charge in that fervice, and the Dutch 
the other three ; and by the grand alliance, what«> 
ever we or Holland fhould conquer in the Spamjb 
Weft-lndi^s^ was to accrue to the conquerors. \t 
might therefore have been hoped, that this maritimt 
ally of ours would have made up in their fleet what 
they fell fliort in their army ; but quite otherwife^ 
they n^er once furnifhed their quota either of fhipf 
or men ; or if fome few of their fleet now and then 
appearedp it was no more than appearing ; for. they 
immediately feparated to look to their merchants 
and prote£); their trade. And we may remember 
very well, when thefe guarantees of our fucceiEr 
on, after having not one (hip for many monfhf 
together in the Mediterranean^ fent that part of 
their quota thither, and furnifhed nothing to uSt at 
the fame time that they alarmed us with the r u^* 
mour of an invafion. And lad year, when Sir 
Janiii Wijhart was difpatched into Holland to exu* 
populate with the States^ and to defire they would 
make good their agreements in fo important a part 
x>f the iervice ; he met with fuch a reception as ill 
became a republick to give, that were under fo 
many great obligations to us ; in fliort fuch an one, 
as tboie only deferve who are content to take it. 

It hath likewife been no fmalL inconvenience to 
us» that the Dutch are always flow in paying their 
fubfidies ; by which means the weight and preflTure 
of the payment lies upon the Qjieen, as well as 
the jbljunTi .if her.msyefty be not very exzSU .Noc 
H 4 will 
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will eveii this always content our allies : for, ift 
^uly 17119 the king of 5 fain was paid all the fuh* 
fidies to the firft of January next \ neir^rthele& he 
bath fince complained for want of money ; and his 
ficretary threatened, that, if we j^ould not further 
fupply his majefty^ he could not anfwer for what 
might Uappeii ; although king CharUi had not at 
that time one third of the troops for which he wa^ 
paid ; and even th9fe he had were neither paid nor 
doatbed. 

'■ I cannot forbear mentioning here another paiTage 
concerning fubfidies, to ihew what opinion £>• 
teigners have of our eafmefs, and how much they 
reckon themfehres matters of our money, when^ 
ever they think fit to call for it. The Qubek 
was, by agreement, to pay two hundred thoufand 
crowns a year to the PruJJian troops ; the Statei 
one hundred thoufand ; and the Emperor only 
thirty thoufand for recruiting, which his imperial 
nsyedfty- neven paid. Princ^ Eugene happening, tp 
^& by jB^/ntfy.the minift^rs of that court applie4 
to him £04: re^efa in this particular ; and hi$ high- 
iiefs very frankly, promifed^em, th^t, in coniidef 
Utioxi of this deficiency, Britain and the Statu 
^ould increafti their fubfidies to feventy thoijiand 
crowns more between them ; and that the Emperac 
jbould be pjuuSual for thq time to come. This 
^a^ d^one by that prince without any orders or 
power whatfoeyer. ^he Dutch very , reafonabljf 
rsfiifed confenting to it : but the Pruffian minifier 
here, making bis application at our cpurt, pre^^ 
... .. vailed 
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vailed on us to J^gree to our proportion, before we 
could hear what refolution would be taken in Hoi- 
land. It is therefore to be hoped, that his PruJJian 
majefty, at thq end of this war, will not have the 
iaine caufe of complaint^ which he had at the clofe 
of the \zSi\ that his military chcft was emptier by 
twenty thoufand crowns than at the time the wax 
began. 

The Emperor^ as we have already fa:d, was, by 
ftipulatioo, to furnilh ninety thoufand men againft 
the common enemy, as having no fleets to main* 
tain, and, in fight of his family, being mo(l con* 
cerned iii the fuccefs of the war. Hotvever, this 
agreement hath been fo ill obferved, that from the 
beginning of the war to this day neither of the two 
latt Empirors had ever twenty thoufand men on 
their own account in the common caufe, except* 
ing once in Italyy when the imperial court exerted 
icfdf in a point they have much more at heart, 
than that of gaining Spain or the hdies to their fa- 
mily. When they had fucceeded in their attempts 
pn the fide of Italy^ and obferved our blind zeal 
for pufliing on the war at all adventures, they fopn 
fpund out the moft effedual expedient to excufc 
fhemfelves. They computed eaiily, that it woul4 
coft them kfs to make large prefents to one {Ingle 
perfon than to pay an army, and turn to as good 
account. They thought they could not put their 
affairs into better hands i and therefore wifely left 
us CO fight their battles. 

Befidcs^ 
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BciiJes, it appeared hy feveral inftances, bow 
little the Emperor regarded his allies, or the caufe 
they were engaged in, when once he thought the 
empire itfelf was fecure. It is known enough, that 
he might feveral tinfies have made a peace with bis 
difcontented fubje£h in Hungary , upon terms not 
at aii unbefitting either his dignity or intereft ; but 
he rather chofe to facrifice the whole alliance t# 
his private paffion, by entirely fubduing and enflav- 
ing a miferable people, who had but too much 
provocation to take up arms to free them&lvcs 
from the opprciEons, under which they were 
groaning; yet this muft ferve as an excufe for 
breaking his agreement, and diverting fo great « 
body of troops, which might have been employed 
again fl: France* 

Another inftancc of the Emperor's indifFer^cey 
or rather diflike, to the common caufe of the allietf^ 
is the bufinefs of Toulon, This defign was indeed 
difcovered here at home by a perfon, whom every 
body knows to be the creature of a certain great 
man at lead: as much noted for his (kill in gaming 
as in politicks, upon the bafe mercenary end t)f 
getting money by wagers ; which was then fo com- 
moh a pradice, that I remember a gentleman in 
bufinefs, who, having the curiofity to enquire how 
wagers went upon the Exchange^ found fome peopit 
deep in the fecret to have been concerned in that 
kind of traffick ; as appeared by premiums named 
for towns, which nobody but thofc behind -the 
curtain could fufpeft. However, although this 

project 
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pnojcA had gotten wind by fo fcandalous a pro- 
ceeding; yet Toulon might probably have been 
taken, if the Emperor had not thought fit, in that 
very junaure, to detach twejve or fifteen thoufand 
men to feize Naples^ as an enterprize that was 
more his private and immediate intereft. But it 
was manifeft, that his imperial majefty had no mind 
to fee Toulon in poiU^on of the allies ; for, e\'en 
with thefe difcouragements, the attempts might yet 
have fucceeded, if prince Eugene had not thought 
fit to oppofe it ; which cannot be imputed to his 
own judgment, but to fomo politic reafons of his 
court. The duke of Savoy was for attacking the 
enemy as foon as our army arrived ;. but when the 
mareichid de Teffe^s troops were all come up, to 
pretend to befiege the place in the condition we 
were at that time, was a farce and a jeft. Had 
Tmlon fallen then into our hands, the maritime 
power of France would, in a great meafure, hav» 
been deftroyed. 

But a much greater inftance than either of the 
forgoing, how little the Emperor regarded us or 
our qaarrel, after all we had done to fave his impe-* 
rial crown, and to affert the title of his brother to 
the monarchy of Spain^ may be brought from the 
proceedings of that court not many months ago. 
It was judged, that a war carried on upon the fide 
of lUtfy would caufe a great diverfion of the French 
forces, wound them in a very tender part, and fa- 
cilitate the progrefs of our arms in Spain as well as 
floHdirs. It was propofed to the duke of Savoy to 

make 
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make this diverfion ; and not only a diverfion dull 
ing the funimer, but the winter too, by t^kinj 
quarters on this fide of the bill$. Only, in ordei 
to make him willing and able to perform thi! 
work, tyro points were to be fettled : firft, it wai 
neccffary to end the difpute between the imptrioi 
court aod his royal highnefs^ which had no othei 
foundation than the Ejnperor's refufing to make 
good fome articles of that treaty, on the faith ol 
which the duke engaged in the prefent war, and 
for the execution whereof Britain and Holland be- 
came guarantees, at the requeft of the late emperor 
Leopold, To remove this difficulty, the earl of 
Peterborough was difpatched to Vienna^ got ove^ 
fome part of thofe difputes to the fatisfa^ion of 
the duke of Savey^ and had put the reft in a £ur 
way of being accommodated at th^ time the em^ 
peror Jofeph died. Upon which great event, the 
duke of Savoy took the refolution of putting him- 
fclf at the head of the army, although the vvholf 
matter was not finiOied, fince the common caiife 
required his affiftance ; and that, until a new em-i 
pcror were elected, it was impoffible to make goo4 
the treaty to him. In ordfer to enable him, the only 
thing he afked was, that he fhould be reinforced 
by the imperial court with eight thoufand men 
before the end of the campaign. Mr. Wbitworth 
was font to Vienna to make this propofal ; and it is 
credibly reported that he was impowered, rather 
than fail, to offer forty thoufand pounds for the 
march of thofe eight thoufand men^ if he found i( 

was 
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ifi.%vr2Lnt of ability^ and not inclination^ that hindered 
the fending, them. But he was fo far from fuo 
ceeding, that it was faid the minifters of that court 
did not fo much as give him an opportunity to 
tempt them with any particular fums j but cut off 
alibis h6pes at once, by alledging the impoilibiiity 
of complying with the Queen's demands upon any 
condderation whatfoever. They could not plead 
their old cxcufe of the war in Hungary^ which was 
then brought to an end. They had nothing to 
offer but fome general fpeculative reafons, which 
it would expofe them to repeat ; and fo, after 
much delay, and many trifling pretences, they ut- 
terly refufed fo fmall and feafonable an ailiftance | 
to the ruin of a projed): that wou'd have more ter- 
rified Franci^ and caufed a greater diverfion of their 
forces, than a much more numerous army in any 
other part. Thus, for want of eight thoufand men^ 
for whofe winter-campaign the Qjjeen was wil- 
ling to give forty thoufand pounds ; and for want 
of executing the dcfign I lately mentioned of hin- 
dering the enemy from ereding magazines, to-« 
wards which her majefiy was ready not only to 
kear her own proportion, but a fhare of that which 
the States were obliged to } our hopes of taking 
winter-quarters in the north and fouth parts of 
France are eluded, and the war left in that method 
which is like to continue it longeft. Can there an 
example be given in the whole courfe of this war^ 
where we have treated the pettieft prince, with 
whom we had to deal, in fo contemptuous a man- 
ner I 
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ner ? Did we ever once confider what we eouM 
afford, or what we were obliged to when our affift- 
ance was defired, even while we lay under irnme* 
diate apprehenftons of being invaded ? 

When Portugal came as a confederate into the 
grand alliance, it was ftipulated, that the eni|Mre| 
England^ and Holland^ (bould each maintain fouf 
thoufand men of their own troops in that king- 
dom, and pay between them a million of pattl« 
coons to the king of Portugal^ for the fupport of 
twenty-eight thoufand Pbrtuguefe\ which number 
of forty thbufand was to be the confederate army 
againft Spain on the Portugal fide. This treaty 
was ratified by all the three powers. But,* in 't 
fliort time after, the Emperor declared himfelf un- 
able to comply with his part, of the agreemeftt, and 
fo left the two thirds upon us j who very gene<^ 
roufly undertook that burthen, and at the fame 
time two thirds of the fubfidies for maintenance of 
the Portuguefe troops. But neither is this th^ worft 
part of the ftpry ; for although the Dutch did in- 
deed fend their own quota of four thoufand men to 
Portugal (which however they would not agree to 
but upon condition that the other two thirds ihould 
be fupplied by us); yet they never took care to re* 
cruit them ; for, in the year 1706, the Portugutfi^ 
Britijby and Dutch forces having marched with the 
earl of Galtvay into Ca/HUj and by the noble con- 
du6l of that general being forced to retire into Vm*^ 
Uncia^ it was found neceflary to raife a new army 
en the Portugal fidej where the Queen hath, at 

fcveral 
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al times, encreafed her eftablifhment to ten 
fand five hundred men ; and the Dutch never 
:ed one fingle man, nor paid one penny of 
fubfidies to Portugal in fix years. 
[)e Spanijh army on the fide of Catalonia is, or 
t to be, about fifty thoufand men, exclufive 
artugal. And here the war hath been carried 
Imoft entirely at our coft. For this whole 

is paid by the Queen, excepting only feven 
lions and fourteen fquadrons of Dutch and 
^ines ; and even fifteen hundred of thefe are 
'ife in our pay \ befides the fums given to king 
ks for fubfidies and the maintenance of his 
:. Neither are our troops at Gibraltar in- 
d within this number. And further, we alone 

been at all the charge of tranfporting the 
s firft fent from Genoa to Barcelona ; and of 
le imperial recruits from time to time. And 

likewise paid vaft fums a$ levy-money for 
r individual man and horfe fo furnifhed to re- 
j although the horfes were fcarcc worth the 

of tranfportation. But this hath been almoft 
onftant misfortune of our fleet during the pre- 
war ^ infiead of being employed on fome en- 
ize for the good of the nation, or even for the 
)dL\Qn of our trade, to be wholly taken up in 
porting foldicrs. 

''e have a£lually conquered all Bavaria^ Ulnty 
lourgi Landau f and a great part of jfl/ace, for 
Emperor : and by the troops we have furnifhed, 
armies we have paid, and the diverfions we 

have 
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have given to the enemies forces, have chiefly ( 
tributed to the conquefts of Alilany Mantua^ 
Mirandola^ and to the recovery of the duch^ 
Modmam The laft En^eror drained the weald 
thofe countries into his own coffers, without 
creaiing his troops againft FrattGt by fuch mi{ 
acquiiltions, or yielding to the moft reafonablc 
quefts we have made. 

Of the many towns we have taken for the Di 
wc have confentcd, by the Barrier- treaty, that 
thofe which were not in the pofleflion of 5/ 
upon the death of the ]ate catholic king, flial 
part of the States dominions ; and that they \ 
have the military power in the moft confider 
of the reft ; which is, in eflTciSl, to be the abfo 
fovereigns of the whole. And the Hollanders I 
already made fuch good ufe of their time, that 
conjunction with our general, the opprciliotis 
Flanders are much greater than ever. 

And this treatment, which we have recei 
from our two principal allies, hath been pretty \ 
copied by moft other princes in the confeden 
with whom we have any dealings. Fof inftan 
feven Portuguefe regiments, after the battle of 
manzuj went off with the reft of that broken ai 
to Catalonia : the king of Portugal faid he was 
able to pay them, while they were out of his co 
try ; the Queen confented therefore to do it 1 
felf, provided the king would raife as many ra 
to fupply their place. This he engaged to do, 
jiever performed. Notwithftanding which, his f 
5 fi< 
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idles were' conftantly paid him, by my lord GodoU 
pUtiy for almofl four years, without any dedudion 
upon account of thofc feven regimfents; direfily 
contrary to the feventh artitle of oiir ofFenfive alli- 
ance with that crown, where it is agreed, that a 
deduftion (hall be made Out of thofe fubddies, in 
proportion to the number of men wanting in that 
complement which the king is to maintain. But, 
whatever might have been the reafons for this pro- 
ceeding, it feems they are above the underftanding 
of the [1] prefent lord treafurery who, not entering 
into thofe refinements of paying the public money 
upon private confiderations, hath been fo uncourtly 
as to flop it. This difappointment, I fuppofe^ 
hath put the court of Lijbon upon other expedients, 
of raifing the price of forage, fo as to force us ei-« 
ther to leflen our number of troops, or be at a 
double expence in maintaining them ; and this at 
a time, when their own product, as well as the im- 
port of corn, was never greater ; and of demand- 
ing a duty upon the foldiers cloaths we carried over 
for thofe troops, which have been their fole de- 
fiaice againft an inveterate enemy; and whofe ex- 
ample might have infufed courage, as well as 
taught them difcipline, if their fpirits had been ca- 
pable of receiving either. 

In order to augment our forces every year in tho 
fame proportion as thofe for whom we fight di- 
minifli theirs, we have been obliged to hire troops 

[1] Earl of Oxftrdy, 

Vol. IX. I from 
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from feveral princes of the empire, whofe minifters 
smd reftdents here have perpetually importuned the 
court with unreafonable demands, under which 
Qur late minifters thought fit to be paffive. For 
thofe demands were always backed with a threat 
to recall their foldiers ; which was a thing not to 
be heard of, beoaufe it might difconUnt the Dutch. 
In the mean time, thofe princes never fent their 
contingent to the Emperor ^ as, by the laws of the 
empire, they are obliged to do ; but gave, for their 
excufe, that we bad alrjcady hired all they could 
poffibly fpare. 

But if all this be true ; if, according to what I 
have affirmed, we began this war contrary to rea- 
fon ; if, as the other party themfelves, upon all oc- 
cafions, acknowledge, the fuccefs we have had was 
more than we could reafonably expe<S); ; if^ after 
all our fuccefs, we have not made that ufe of it, 
which, in reafon, we ought to have done ; if we 
have made weak and foolifli bargains with our al- 
lies ; fufFered them tamely to break every article 
even in thofe bargains to our difadvantage, and al- 
lowed them to treat us with infolence and con* 
tempt at the very inftant when we were gaining 
towns, provinces, . and kingdoms for them at the 
price of our ruin, and without any profpefl: of in- 
terefl to ourfelves ; if we have confumed all our 
ftrength in attacking the enemy on the ftrongeft 
fide, where (as the old duke of Sch&mberg exprefled- 
it) to engage with France w^j to take a hull by the 
horns ; and left wholly unattempted that part of the 

wir, 



THE ALLIES. 115 

war, which could only enable us to continue or lo 
end it ; if all this, I fay, be our cafe, it is a rery 
obvious queftion to afk, by what motives, or what 
management, we are thus become the dupts and 
bubbles of Europe? Sure it cannot be owing to the 
ftupidity arifing from the coldnefs of our climate ; 
fince thofe among our allies, who have given us 
moft reafon to complain, are as far removed from 
the fun as ourfelves. 

If, in laying open the real caufes of our prefent mi- 
fery, lam forced to fpeak with fome freedom, I think 
it will require no apology. Reputation is the fmalleft 
facrifice thofe can make us, who have been the in- 
ftruments of our ruin ; becaufe it is that for which^ 
in all probability, they have the leaft value. So 
that, in expofing the aftions of fuch perfons, it can- 
not be faid, properly fpeaking, to do them an in- 
jury. But, as it will be fome fatisfa(9:ion to our 
people to know by whom they have been fo long 
abufed, fo it may be of great ufe to us, and our 
pofterity, not to truft the fafety of their country in 
the hands oF thofe, who aft by fuch principles, 
and from fuch motives. 

I have already obferved, that when the counfels 
of this war were debated in the late king's time, a 
certain great man was then fo averfe from entering 
into it, that he rather chofe to give up his employ- 
ment, and tiell the king he could ferve him no 
longer. • Upon that prince's death, although the 
grounds of our ^quarrel with France had received no 
manner of addition, yet this lord thought fit to al- 

I 2 tcr 
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ter his fentiments ; for the fcene was quite changed | 
his lordfhip, and the family with whom he was en- 
gaged by fo complicated an alliance, were in the 
higheft credit poffible with the Qu£en. The 
treafurer's ftafF was ready for his lordfhip ; the duke 
^as to command the army, and the duchefs, by her 
employments, and the favour {he was poflefled of, 
to be always neareft her majefty's perfon; by 
which the whole power at home and abroad would 
be devolved upon that family. This was a pro- 
fpe£l fo very inviting, that, to confcfs the truth, it 
could not be eafily withftood by any, who have fo 
keen an appetite for wealth or power. By an 
agreement, fubfequent to the grand alliance, we 
\vere to affift the Dutch with forty thoufand men, 
all to be commanded by the duke of Marlborough. 
So that, whether this war was prudently begun or 
not, it is plain that the true fpring or motive of it 
was the aggrandizing a particular family ; and, in 
ihort, a war of the general and the mnijlryj and 
not of the prince or people ; fmce thofe very per- 
fons were againft it, when they knew the power, 
and confequently the profit, would be in other 
hands. 

With thefe meafures fell in all that fett of peo- 
ple, who are called the monied men ; fuch as had 
raifed vaft fums by trading with docks and funds, 
and lending upon great intereft and premiums } 
>yhofe perpetual harveft is war, and whofe benefi- 
cial way of traffick muft very much decline by a 
peace. 

In 
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la that whole chain of encroachments made upon 
us by the Dutch y which I have above deduced; 
and under thofe feveral grofs impofitions from other 
princes, if any one ftiould a(k, why our general 
continued fo cafy to the laft ? I know no other way 
fo probable, or indeed fo charitable, to account for 
it, as by that unmeafmable We of wealth, which 
bis beft friends allow to be his predominant paf- 
fion. However, I fliall wave any thing that is 
perfonal upon this fubjed):. I (ball fay nothing of 
thofe great prefents made by feveral princes, which 
the foldiers ufed to call winter -for aging y and faid 
it was better than that of thQ/ummer-y of two and 
half per cent. fubftra£i:ed out of all the fubfidies we 
pay in thofe parts, which amounts to no inconil- 
derable fum j and laftly, of the grand perquifites, 
in a long fuccefsful war, which are fo amicably ad- 
jufted between him and the States* 

But when the war was thus begun, there foon 
fell in other incidents here at home, which made 
the continuance of it neceflary for thofe, who were 
the chief advifers. The whigs were, at that time, 
out of all credit or confideration. The reigning 
favourites had always carried what was called the . 
iory principles^ at leaft as high as our conftitution 
could bearj and moft others, in great employ- 
. ments, were wholly in the church intereft. Thefe, 
laft, among whom were feveral perfons of the 
greateft merit, quality, and confequence, were not 
able to endure the many inftances of pride, info- 
J^ncc, avarice, and ambition, which tho/e favour* 

I 3 ites 
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itcs began fo cafily to difpofe, nor to fee them prc- 
fuming to be folc difpenfers of the royal favour. 
However, their oppofition was to no purpofe ; they 
wrefiled with too great a power, and were foon 
crufhed under it. For thofe in poffeffion, finding 
they could never be quiet in their ufurpation§, 
while others had any credit, who were at leaft 
upon an equal foot of merit, began to make over- 
tures to the difcarded whigSy who would be content 
with any terms of accommodation. Thus com- 
menced this folemn league and covenant^ which hath 
ever (Ince been cultivated with fo much application. 
The great traders in money were wholly devoted 
to the fvhigSj who had firft raifed them. The 
army, the court, and the treafury, continued under 
the 6ld defpotic adminiftration : the whigs were 
received into employment, left to manage the par- 
liament, cry down the landed intertft, and worry 
the church. Mean time our allies, who were not 
ignorant, .that all this artificial flrufture had no true 
foundation in the hearts of the people, refolved to 
m&ke the befl ufe of it as long as it (hould lafi:. 
And the general's credit being raifed to a great 
height at home by our fuccefs in Flanders^ the 
Dutch began thfir gradual impofitions ; lefTen- 
ing their quotas^ breaking their flipulations, gar- 
ifoning the towns we took for them, without fup- 
plying their troops j with many other infringe- 
ments : all which we were forced to fubmit to, 
becaufe the general was made eafy ; becaufe the mo- 
iiicd men at home were fond of the war \ becaufe 

the 
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the whigs were not firmly fettled ; and becaufe that 
exorbitant degree of power, which was built upon 
a fuppofed neceffity of employing particular per- 
fons, would go off in a peace. It is needlefs to 
add, that the emperor, and other princes, followed 
the example of the Dutchy and fucceeded as well, 
for the fame reafons. 

I have here imputed the continuance of the war 
to the mutual indulgence between our general and 
allies, wherein they both fo well found their ac- 
counts ; to the fears of the money- changers , left their 
tables Jhould be overthrown j to the defigns of the 
wbigs^ who apprehended the lofs of their credit and 
employments in a peace \ and to thofe at home, 
who held their immoderate engroffments of power 
and favour by no other tenure, than their own pre- 
fumption upon the neceffity of affairs. The truth 
of this will appear indifputable, by confidering with 
what unanimity and concert thefe feveral parties 
aded towards that great end. 

When the vote paffed in the houfe of lords 
againft any peace without Spain being reftored to 
the Aujlrian family, the earl of Wharton told the 
houfe, that it was indeed impoffible and impracfti- 
cablc to recover Spain \ but however there were 
certain reafons why fuch a vote ihould be made at 
at that time ; which reafons wanted no explanati- 
on : for the general and the miniftry having refufed 
to accept very advantageous offers of a peace, after 
the battle of Ramiliesj were forced to take in a fett 
of men, with a previous bargain to (kreen them 

I 4 ' from 
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from the confequences of that mifcarriage, AnJ 
accordingly, upon the firft fucceeding opportunity 
that fell, which was th^ [i] prince of Denmark's 
death, the chief leaders of the party were brought 
into feveral gre^t employments. 

Thus when the Queeij was no longer able to 
bear the tyranny and infolence of thofe ungratefql 
fervants, who, as they waxed the fatter^ did but 
lick the more ; our two great allies abroad, and our 
ftock-jobbers at home, tpok immediate alarm j ap- 
plied the neareft way to the throne, by memorials 
and meflages, jointly di^eding Jier majefty not tp 
change her fecretary or treafurer ; who, for the true 
Teafons that thefe officious intermeddlers demanded 
their continuance, ought never to have been ad- 
jmitted into the leaft degree of truft; fince what 
they did was nothing lefs than betraying the inter- 
eft of their native country to thofe princes, who, 
in their turns, were to do what they could to fup- 
port them in power at home. 

Thus it plainly appears that there was a con* 
fpiracy on all fides to go on with thofe meafures, 
which mu(l perpetuate the war ; and a confpiracy 
founded upon the intereft and ambition of each 
party ; which bega^ fo firm an union, that, inftead 
of wondering why it lafted fp long, I am afl:oni£he4 
to think how it came to be broken. The prudence, 
courage and firmnefs of her majefty, in all the fteps 
pf that great change, wquld, if the particulars were 

[^ Priiice George of Dcn/ffark, huiband to <^ueen Aftne, 

tryly 
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truly related, make a very fliining part in her 
ftory; nor is her judgment lefs to be admired, 
which directed her in Ihe choice of perhaps the 
only perfons, who had (kill, credit, and refolution 
enough to be her inftruments in overthrowing fo 
many difficulties. 

Some would pretend to leflen the merit of this 
by telling us, that the rudenefs, the tyranny, the 
oppreflion, the ingratitude of the late favourites to- 
wards their miftrefs were no longer to be borne. 
They produce inftances to (hew, how her majefty 
was purfued through al) her retreats, particularly 
at Windfor ; where, after the enemy had pofTeiTed 
themfelves of every inch of ground, they at laft at- 
tacked and ftormed the cafile, forcing the Queeic 
to fly to an adjoining cottage, purfuant to the ad- 
vice of SokmoHy who tells, us, // is better to live on 
the houfe tqp^ than with a fcolding woman in a largi 
boufef They would have it, that fuch continued 
ill ufage was enough to enflame the meekeft fpirit. 
They blame the favourites in point of policy, anj 
think it nothing extraor4inary, that the Queem 
fhould be at an end of her patience, and refqlve to 
difcard them. But I am of another opinion, and 
think their proceedings were right, For nothing 
is fo apt to break even the braveft fpirits as a con- 
tinual chain of oppreffions ; one injury is heft de- 
fended by a fecond, and this by a third. By thefc? 
fteps the old mqfiers of the palace in France be- 
came [/J majiers of the kingdom ; and by thcfe (l^ps 
[/J See the Tale of a Tqb« 
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tL general during pUafure might have grown into 
general for life^ and a general for life into a kii 
So that 1 ftiU inixft upoo^as a, wonder, how ti 
majefty thus befieged on sui fides was able to ext 
cate herfelf. 

Having thus mentioned the real caufes, althou 

difguifed under fpecious pretences, which have 

long continued the war, I muft beg leave to rea(i 

a little with thofe perfons, who are againft ai 

peace but what they call a good one ; and expla 

themfelves, that no peace can be good without : 

entire reftoration of Spain to the houfe of Auftri 

It is to be fuppofed, that what I am to fay upc 

this part of the fubjedi: will have little influence < 

thofe, whofe particular ends or defigns of any fc 

lead them to wiih the continuance of the war : 

mean the general and our allies abroad, the kn 

of late favourites at home, the body of fuch 

traffic in ftocks, and lafily, that fett of fa£):ioi 

politicians, who were fo violently bent at lea 

upon clipping our conftitution in church and ftat 

Therefore I (hall not apply myfelf to any of thef 

but to all others indifferently, vfhethQt - whigs < 

iories, whofe private intereft is beft anfwered by tl 

welfare of their country. And if among the; 

there be any, who think we ought to fight on ti 

king Charles be quietly fettled in the monarchy < 

Spain, I believe there are feveral points, which the 

.^ have not thoroughly confidered. 

For firft it is to be obferved, that this refolutio 
againft any peace without Spain is a new incident 

graftc 
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grafted upon the original quarrel by the intrigues of 
gh&ion among us, who prevailed to give it the 
fkndion of a vote in botlMtioufes of parliament, to 
juftify thofe whofe intereft lay in perpetuating the 
war. And as this proceeding was againfl: the prac- 
tice of all princes and ftates, whofe intentions were 
iair and honourable ; fo is it contrary to common 
prudence as well as juftice, I might add, that it 
was impious too, by prefuming to controul events 
which are only in the hands of God. Ours and 
the States complaint againft France and Spain are 
deduced in each of our declarations of war, and our 
pretentions fpccified In the eighth article of the 
grand alliance ; but there is not in any of thefe 
the leaft mention of demanding Spain for the houfe 
of Aujlriay or of refufing any peace without that 
coildition. Having already made an extra£t from 
both declarations of war, I fhall here give a tranf« 
lation of the eighth article in the grand alliance^ 
which will put this matter out of difpute. 

The Eighth Article of the Gra^^d Alliance. 

WHE N the war is once undertaken^ none of the 
parties Jhall have the liberty to enter upon a treaty of 
peace with the enemy ^ but jointly and in concert with 
the others. Nor is peace to be made without having 
fir ft obtained a juji and reafonMe fatisfa^ion for his 
Caefarean majejiy^ and for his royal majejiy ^Great- 
Britain, and a particular fecurity to the lords the 
States-general of their dominions, provinces^ titles^ 

navigatiojf 
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navigation and commerce : and a fufficient provifoity 
that the kingdoms of France and Spain be never uniu 
edj or come under the goiUtmment of the fame per/on^ 
or that the fame man may never be king of both king* 
doms ; and particularly^ that the French may never 
he in pojfejjion of the Spanifh Weft-Indies ; and thai 
they may not have the liberty of navigation for conve^ 
niency of trade y under any pretence whatfoever^ neither 
direSily nor indire^ly\ except it is agreed, that tin 
fubjeSls of Great-Britain and Holland may havefuh 
power to ufe and enjoy all the fame privileges j rights^ 
immunities J and liberties of commerce by land andfea in 
Spain, in the Mediterranean, and in all the places 
emd countries which the late king of Spain, at the time 
of his death, was in pojfejfion of as well in Europe 
4i elfewhere, as they did then ufe and enjoy j or which 
the fubjeifs of both, or each nation, could ufe and en- 
joy, by virtue of any right, obtained before the death 
of thefaid king of Spain, either by treaties, cofiventi" 
ens, cujlom^ or any other vaay whatfoever* 

Here we fee the demands intended to be infifted 
on by the allies upon any treaty of peace are, a 
juft and reafonablc fatisfaftion for the Emperor and 
king of Great-Britain, a fecurity to the States-ge- 
neral for their dominions, ^c, and a fufficient pro- 
vifion, that France and Spqin be never united under 
the fame man as king of both kingdoms. The reft 
relates to the liberty of trade and commerce for us 
apd the Dutch ; but not a fyllable of engaging tp 
(difpoffefs the duke oi Anjou. 

But 
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But to know hovir this new language of no peace 
without Spmny was firft introduced, and at laft pre- 
vailed among us, we muft begin a great deal 
higher. 

It was the partition treaty, which begot the will 
in favour of the duke of Anjou ; for this naturally 
led the Spaniards to receive a prince fupported by a 
great power, whofe intereft, as well as afFedion, 
engaged them to preferve that monarchy entire^ 
rather than to oppofe him in favour of another fa* 
mily, who muft expedl affiftance from a number of 
confederates, whofe principal members had already 
difpofed of what did not belong to them, and by t 
previous treaty parcelled oUt the monarchy of 
Spain. 

Thus the duke of Anjou got into the full pofief- 
fion of all the kingdoms and ftates belonging to 
that monarchy, as well In the old world as the 
new. And whatever the houfe of Auftria pretend* 
ed, from their memorials, to us and the States^' it 
was, at that time, but too apparent, that the incli- 
nations of the Spaniards were on the duke's tide. 

However, a war was refolved ; and, in order to 
carry it on with great vigour, a grand alliance 
formed, wherein the ends propofed to be obtained 
are plainly and diftin<SUy laid down, as I have al- 
ready quoted them. It pleafed God, in the courfc 
of this war, to blefs the arms of the allies with re- 
markable fucceflcs; by which we were foon put 
into a condition of demanding and expe£ling fnch 
terms of peace, as we propofed to ourfelves when 

we 
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ve began the wan But, inftead of this, our vic- 
tories only ferved to lead us on to further vifionary 
profpe£ts; advantage was taken of the fanguine 
temper, which fo many fuccefTes had wrought the 
nation up to ; new romantic views were propofed, 
and the old, reafonable, fober defign was forgot. 

This was the artifice of thofe here, who were 
fure to grow richer, as the publick became poorer ; 
and who, after the refolutions which the two 
houfes were prevailed upon to make, might have 
carried on the war with fafety to themfelves, till 
inalt and land were mortgaged, till a general ex* 
cife was eftablifhed, and the dizieme demer raifed 
by collediors in red coats. And this was juft the cir- 
cumftance, which it fuited their intereft to be in. 

The houfe of Aujirta approved this fcheme with 
realbn ; fince whatever would be obtained by the 
blood and treafure of others, was to accrue to that 
family, while they only lent their name to the 
caufe. 

The Dutch might, perhaps, have grown refty 
under their burthen ; but care was likewife taken 
of that by z. Barrier^treaty made with the 5/tf/fj, 
which de(erveth fuch epithets as I care not to be* 
flow ; but may perhaps confider it, at a proper oc- 
cafion, in a [w] difcourfe by itfelf. 

By this treaty, the condition of the war, with 
refpedl to ^he Dutchy was wifely altered; they 
fought no longer for fecurity, but for grandeur; 

[m] liVihicli difcGurfi follows ii«xt in thit volume^ , 

and 



T H E A t. L I E S. 127 

and wc, inftead of labouring to make them fafe^ 
muft beggar ourfelves to mtke th^mformidflbU. 

Will any one contend, that, if at the treaty of 
Girtruydenburgh^ we could have been fatisfied with 
fuch terms of a peace, as we propofed to ourfelves 
by the grand alliance, the French would not have 
allowed them ? It is plain they offered many more, 
and much greater, than ever we thought to inlift 
on when the war began ; and they had reafon to 
grant, as well as we to demand them ; fince con- 
ditions of peace do certainly turn upon events of 
war. But furely there is fome meafure tpbe ob« 
fervod in this ; thofe, who have defended the pro- 
ceedings of our negotiators at the treaty of Gsrtruy-' 
denburghj dwell very much upon their zeal and 
patience in endeavouring to work the French up 
to their demands ;' but fay nothing tcJ juftify thofe 
demands, or the probabilUiy'that France would ever 
accept them; Some of the articles in that treaty 
were fo very extravagant, that, in all human pro- 
bability, we could not have obtained them by a 
fucce(sful war of forty years. One of them was 
inconliftent with common reafon ; wherein the 
confederates refcrved to themfelves full liberty of 
demanding what further conditions they ihould 
think fit ; and, in the mean time, France was to 
deliver up feveral of their flrongefl towns in a 
month. Thefe articles were very gravely figned by 
our plenipotentiaries, and thofe of Holland*^ but 
not by the French^ although it ought to have been 
done interchiangeably ; nay, they were brought over 

by 
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fcy the fecretary of the embafly ; and the miriiftcH 
here prevailed on the Queen to execute a ratifica* 
tion of artides, which only one -part had figned. 
This was an al)furdity in form5 as well as in rea* 
fon; becaufe the ufual form of a ratifieation is 
With a preamble, {hewing; that whereas eur mi'' 
ttifters^ and thofe of ihe allies^ and of the enemy ^ hmi 
fignedy &c. We ratify^ Sic. The [«] perfon, who 
brought over the articles, faid in all companies 
(and perhaps believed) that it was a pity we had 
not demanded more ; for the French were in a dif-* 
pofition to rcfufe us nothing we would aft. One 
6f our plenipotentiaries affe£led to have the fame 
concern-; and particularly, that we had not ob- 
tained forne further fecurity for the empire on the 
Upper Rhine. 

What could be the defign of all this grimace^ 
but to amufe the people, and to raife ftocks for 
their friends in the fecret to fell to advantage i I 
have too great a refpe<9: for the abilities of thofe, 
who aded in this negotiation, to believe they hoped 
for any other iflue from it, than that we found by 
the event. Give me leave to fuppofe, the conti- 
nuance of the war was the thing at heart among 
thofe in power, both abroad and at home; and 
then I can eafily (hew the confiftency of their pro- 
ceedings ; otherwife they are wholly unaccountable 
and abfurd. Did thofe, who infifte^ on fuch wiM 
demands, ever fincerely intend a peace i Did they 

[fl] Horatio fFalj>^, fccretaiy to that cmba%. 

really 
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really think, that going on with the vifar was more 
eligible for their country, than the lead: abatement 
of thofe conditions ? Was the fmalleft of them 
worth fix millions a year, and an hundred thou- 
fand men's lives ? Wzs there no way to provide 
for the fafety of Britain ^ or the fecurity of its trade, 
but by the French Icing's turning his arms to beat 
his own grandfon out of Spain? If thefe able 
ftateftacn were fo truly concerned for our trade, 
which they made the pretence of the war's begin- 
iiiog, as well as continuance ; why did they fo 
neglcd it in thofe very preliminaries, where the 
enemy made fo many conceffions, and where all 
that related to the advantage of Holland^ or the 
other confederates, was exprefly fettled ? But what- 
ever concerned us was to be left to a general 
treaty ; no tariff' agreed on with France or the 
Low-cfiuntries^ only the Scheldt was to remain (hut, 
which muft have ruined our commerce with Ant^ 
werp. Our trade with Spain was referred the fame 
way ; but this they will pretend to be of no confe- 
quence^ becaufe that kingdom was to be under 
the houfe^of Aujiria^ and we have already made a 
treaty with king Charles, I have indeed heard of ^ 
treaty made, by Mr. Stanhope^ with that prince, 
for fettling our commerce wich Spain : but what- 
ever it were, there was anoiher between us and 
Holland^ which went hand in band with it, I mean 
that of Barrierj wherein a claufe was inferted, by 
which all advantages pcopofcd for Britain are to be 
in common with Holland. 
Vol. IX. K Another 
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Another point, which I doubt tbofe have n 
tronfidered, who are againft any peace withe 
Spairij is, that the face of affairs in Chrtftenda 
fmce the Emperor*s death, hath been very mu 
changed, fiy this accident, the views and interc 
of feveral princes and ftates in the alliance h: 
taken a new turn, and, I believe, it will be fou 
that ours ought to do fo too. We have fufEcien 
blundered once already, by changing our meafu 
with regard to a peace, while our affairs contini 
in the fame pofture ; and it will be too much 
confciencc to blunder again by not changing 
iirft, when the others are fo much altered* 

To have a prince of the Aujirian family on 
throne of Spain is, undoubtedly, more deiira 
than one of the houfe of Bourbon ; but to have 
empire and Spanijh monarchy united in the fa 
perfon is a dreadful confideration, and dire<%ly < 
pofite to that wife principle on which the eigl 
article of the alliance is founded. 

To this, perhaps, it will ,be obje£led, that 
indolent charader of the Aujirian princes, 
wretched ceconomy of that government, the w 
of a naval force, the remote diftance of their 
veral territories from each other, would never fu 
an emperory although at the fame time king 
Spain^ to become formidable : on the contrary, t 
his dependance muft continually be on Gri 
Britain ; and the advantages of trade, by a pe 
founded upon that condition, would foon make 
amends for ail the expences of the war. 
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In anrwer to this, let us conAder the circum- 
fiances we mud be in, before fuch a peace could 
be obtained, if it were at all pradticable. We 
muft become not only poor for the prefent, but re- 
duced, by further mortgages, to a ftate of beggary 
forendlefs years to come. Compare fuch a weak 
condition as this with fo great an acceflion of 
ftrength to Aujlria\ and then determine how much 
an emperor^ in fuch a ftate of affairs, would either 
fear or need Britain. 

Confider that the comparifon is not formed be- 
tween a prince of the houfe of Aujiria^ Emperor 
and king of Spain^ and with a prince of the Bgur^ 
kn family, king of France and Spain ; but between 
a prince of the latter only king of Spain, and one 
of the former uniting both crowns in his own 
perfon. 

What returns of gratitude can we cxpciSl, when 
we are no longer wanted ? Hath all that we have 
hitherto done for the imperial family been taken as 
a favour, or only received as the due of the au" 
gujiijjima cafa ? 

Will the houfe of Aujlria yield the Icaft acre of 
land, the leaft article of ftrained and even ufurped 
prerogative, to refettlc the mind of thofe princes in 
the alliance, who are alarmed at the confcquences 
of this turn of affaira occafioned by the Emperor s 
death ? We are aflured it never will. Do we then 
imagine that thofe princes, who dread the over- 
grown power of the Aujirian as much as that of the 
Bourbon family, will continue in our alliance upon 
K 2 a fyftem 



132 THE CONDUCT OF 

a fyftem contrary to that which they engaged v 
us upon ? For inftance : what can the duke 
Savoy expeA in fuch a cafe? Will he have 
choice left him but that of being a flave and a fi 
tier to Franca ; or a vajal^ in the utmoft exten 
the word, to the imperial court? Will he 
therefore of the two evils chufe the leaft ; by i 
mitting to a mafter who hath no immediate cl 
upon him, and to whofe family he is nearly alii 
rather than to another, who hath already rev 
feveral claims upon him, and threatens to re 
more? 

Nor are the Dutch more inclined than the 
of Europe^ that the Empire and Spain fhoulc 
united in king Charles, whatever they may i 
pretend. On the contra ry, it is known to feveral 
fonsy that upon the death of the late emperor Jof 
the States refolved that thofe two powers Jhould nc 
joined in the fame perfon ', and this they determ 
as a fundamental maxim by which they intei 
to proceed. So that Spain was firft given u{ 
them ; and fince they maintained no troops in 
kingdom, it ihould feem that they underftand 
duke of jinjou to be lawful monarch. 

Thirdly, Thofe who are againft any peace v; 
out Spain, if they be fuch as no way find their 
vate account by the war, may perhaps change t 
fentiments if they will reflefl: a little upon our 
fent condition. 

I had two reafons for not fooner publiQiing 
difcourfes the firft was, becaufe I would give 
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^* to others, who might argue very well upon the 
fame fubje<a from general topicks and reafon, al- 
though they might be ignorant of feveral fads 
which I had the opportunity to know. The fccond 
was, becaufe I found it would be necefiary, in the 
courfe of this argument, to fay fomething of the 
ftate to which the war hath reduced us; at the 
fame time I knew, that fuch a difcovery ought to 
be made as late as poflible, and at another junSurc 
would not only be very indifcreet, but might per- 
haps be dangerous. 

It is the folly of too many to miftake the echo 
of a London coffee-houfe for the voice of the king- 
dom. The city coffee-houfes have been for fome 
years filled with people, whofe fortunes depend 
upon the Bank^ Eajl-India^ or fome other ftock. 
Every new fund to thefe is like a new mortgage to 
an ufurer, whofe compaffion for a young heir is 
exaftly the fame with that of a ftock-jobber to the 
landed gentry. At the court end of the town, the 
like places of refort are frequented either by men 
out of place, and confeauently enemies to the pre- 
fent miniftry, or by officers of the army : no won- 
der then if the general cry in all fuch meetings be 
againft any peace either vuith Spain or without y 
which, in other words, is no more than this 9 that 
difcontented men defire another change of the mi- 
niftry 5 that foldiers would be glad to keep their 
commiffions ; and that the creditors have money 
ftill, and would have the debtors borrow on at the 

K 3 ' old 
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old extorting rate, while they have any fecurity to 
give. 

Novir to give the moft ignorant reader fome idea 
of our prefent circumftances, without troubling 
him or myfclf with computations in form ; every 
body knows that our land and malt tax amount 
annually to about two millions and an half. All 
other branches of the revenue are mortgaged to pay 
intercft for what we have already borrowed. The 
yearly charge of the war is ufually about fix milli- 
ons s to make up which fum wc are forced to take 
up, on the credit of new funds, about three mil- 
lions and an half. This laft year the computed 
charge of the war came to above a million more 
than all the funds the parliament could contrive 
were fufficient to pay intereft for ; and fo we have 
been forced to divide a deficiency of twelve hun- 
dred thoufand pounds among the fevcral branches 
of our expcnce. This is a demonftration that, \i 
the war be to laft another campaign, it will be im- 
poflible to find funds for fupplying it without mort- 
gaging the malt-tax, or taking fomc other method 
equally defpcrate. 

If the peace be made this winter, we are then to 
confider what circumftances we (hall be in towards 
paying a debt of about fifty millions, which is a 
fixth part of the purchafe of the whole ifland, if it 
were to be fold. 

Towards clearing ourfelves of this monftrous in- 
cumbrance, fome of thefe annuities will expire, oi 
payoiFthe principal jn thirty, forty, or an hun- 
dred 



T H E A L L I E S. 135 

dred years ; the bulk of the debt mud be lelTened 
gradually, by the beft management we can, out of X 
VfhsLt will remain of the land and malt-taxes, after 
paying guards and garrifons, and maintaining and 
fupplying our fleet in jthe time of peace. I have 
not fkill enough to compute what will be left, after 
thefe neceffary charges, towards annually clearing 
(0 vaft a debt ; but believe it mail be very little : 
however, it is plain that both thefe taxes mud be 
Mntinued, as well for fupporting the government 
as becaufe we have no other means for paying off 
the principal. And fo likewife muft all the other 
funds remain for paying the intereft. How long a 
time this muft require, how fteddy an adminiftra- 
tioi), and how undifturbed a (late of affairs, both 
at home and abroad, let others determine. 

However, fome people think all this very reafon- 
abie 5 and that, fmce the ftruggle hath been for 
peace and fafety, pofterity, which is to partake the 
benefit, ought to (hare in the expcnce ; as if, at 
the breaking out of this war, there had been fuch 
a conjundure of affairs as never happened before, 
nor would ever happen again. It is wonderful 
that our anceftors, in all their wars, fhould never 
fall under fuch a neceflity i that we meet no ex- 
amples of it in Greece and Rome ; that no other na- 
tion in Europe ever knew any thing like it, ^except 
Spain about an hundred and twenty years ago, 
when they drew ic upon themfelves by their own 
folly, and have fuffered for it ever fmce j no doubt, 
we 0iall teach poflerity wifdom, but they will be 

K 4 apt 
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apt to think the purchafe too dear, and I wi(h th< 
may (land to the bargain we have made in th( 
names. 

It is eafy to entail debts on fucceeding ages, ai 
to hope they will be able and willing to pay then 
but how to enfure peace for any term of years 
difficult enough to apprehend. Will human r 
turc ever ceafe to have the fame paffions, prim 
to entertain defigns of intereft or ambition, and c 
cafions of quarrel to arife ? May not we ourfclvi 
by the variety of events and incidents which hi 
pen in the world, be under a necefiiiy of recoJ< 
ing towns out of the very hands of thofe for whc 
we are now ruining our country to take ther 
Neither can it be faid, that thoi'ejiatgs, with wh< 
we may probably differ, will be in as bad a con 
tion as ourfelves j for, by the circumftances of < 
fituation, and the impofiiions of our allies, we 
moie exhaufted than either they or the enem 
and, by the nature of our governir.ent, the c 
ruption of our manners, and the oppoiition of f 
tions, we fliall be more flow in recovering. 

It will, no doubt, be a mighty comfort to < 
grand-children, when they fee a few rags hung 
in fVeJiminJler-hall^ which cofi: an hundred mi 
ons, whereof they are paying the arrears, to bo, 
as beggars do, that their grandfathers were i 
and great. 

I have often reflefled on that miftaken notior 
credit, fo boafted of by the advocates of the J 
miniftry : Was not»all that credit bull: upon fuj 

rai 
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nifed by the landed men, whom they now fo much 

hate and defpife ? Is not the greateft part of thofe 

funds raifed from the growth and produ(St of land ? 

Muft not the whole debt be entirely paid, and our 

£eets and garrifons be maintained, by the land 

and milt- tax after a peace ? It they call it credit to 

run ten millions in debt without parliamentary fe-r 

curity, by which the publick is defrauded of almoft 

half; I muil think fuch credit to be dangerous^ 

iilegil, and perhaps treafonable. Neither hath any 

thing gone further to ruin the nation than their 

boaltcd credit. For my own part, when I faw 

this falfe credit fink, upon the change of the mi-> 

niftry, I was fingular enough to conceive it a good 

omen. It feemed as if the young extravagant heir 

had got a new fteward, and was refolved to look 

into his eftate before things grew defperate, which 

made the ufurers forbear feeding him with money^ 

as they ufed to do. 

Since the monied men are fo fond of war, I 
Ihould be glad they would furnifli out one cam- 
paign at their own charge : it is not above fix or 
feven millions ; and I dare engage to make it out, 
that, when they have done this, inftead of coi\tri- 
buting equal to the landed men, they will have 
their fuii principal and intereft at fix per cent, re- 
maining of all the money they ever lent to the 
government. 

Without this refource, or fome other equallf 
miraculous, it is impoffible for us to continue the 
war upon the fame foot. I have already obferved, 

that 



138 THE CONDUCT OF 

that the laft funds of inCerefl fell fliorC above a mil 
lion, although the perfons moft converfant in way 
and means employed their utmoft invention ; (i 
that, of neceffity, we muft be ftill more defeftiv 
next campaign. But, perhaps, our allies wii 
make up this deficiency on our fide by greater ef 
forts on their own. Quite the contrary 5 both th 
Emperor and Holland failed this year in feveral ar 
tides ; and fignified to us fome time ago. that the] 
cannot keep up to the fame proportions in th 
next. We have gained a noble barrier for the lat 
tcr, and they have nothing more to demand or de 
fire. The Emperor^ howerer fanguine he ma; 
now aflFeft to appear, will, I fuppofe, be fatisfie< 
lyith Naplesy Sicily^ A^ilariy and his other acquifi 
tions, rather than engage in a long hopelefs war 
for the recovery of Spain^ to which his allies th 
Dutch will neither give their afliftance, nor con 
fent. So that, fmce we have done their bufinefs 
Cnce they have no further fervice for our larms 
and we have no more money to give them ; am 
laftly, fince we neither defire any recompence, noi 
cxped): any thanks, we ought in pity to be difmif 
fed, and have leave to ftiift for ourfelves. Thej 
arc ripe for a peace, to enjoy and cultivate what w< 
have conquered for them ; and fo are we to reco- 
ver, if poflible, the efFe£ts of their hardfhips upon 
us. The firft overtures from France aie made tc 
England upon fafe and honourable terms ; we, who 
bore the burthen of the war, ought in reafon tc 
Have the greateft /hare in making the peace# If we 

dQ 
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do not hearken to a peace, others certainly will, 
and get the advantage of us there, as they have, 
done in the war. We know the Dutch have per- 
petually threatened us, that they would enter into 
feparate meafures of a peace ; and, by the ftrength 
of that argument, as well as by other powerful mo^ 
tivesy prevailed on thofe who were then at the 
helm, to comply with them on any terms, rather 
than put an end to a war, which every year brought 
them fuch great acceffions to their wealth and 
power. Whoever falls off, a peace will follow 5 
and then we mud be content with fuch conditions 
as our allies, out of their great concern for our 
fafety and intereft, will pleafe to chufe. They 
have no further occafion for fighting, they have 
gained their point, and they now tell us it is ouf^ 
war; fo that, in common juftice, it oughn to be 
our peace, 

AH we can propofe by the defperate fteps of 
pawning our land or malt-tax, or ereSing a gene- 
lal excife, is only to raife a fund of intereft for 
running us annually four millions further in debt, 
without any profpedl of ending the war fo well 
as we can do at. prcfent. And when we have funk 
the only unengaged revenues we had left, our in- 
cumbrances muft, of neceflity, remain perpetual. 

We have hitherto lived upon expedients, which, 
in time, will certainly deftroy any conftitution, 
whether civil or natural j and there was no coun- 
try in Chrijiendom^ had lefs occafion for them than 
oijrs. We have dieted a healthy body into a con- ^ 

fumption. 
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fumption, by plying it with phyfick inftead of food, 
Art will help us no longer, and, if we cannot re- 
cover by let^pg the remains of nature work, wc 
muft inevitably die. 

What arts have been ufed to poflefs the people 
with a ftrong delufion, that Britain muft infallibly 
be ruined, without the recovery of Spain to the 
boufe of Aujiria ? Making the fafety of a great and 
powerful kingdom, as ours was then, to depend 
upon an event, which, even aft^r a war of mira- 
culous fuccefles, proves impra£licable. As if princes 
and great minifters could find no way of fettling 
the public tranquillity, without changing the pof- 
felEons of kingdoms, and forcing fovereigns upon 
a people againft their inclinations. Is there no fe- 
curity for the ifland of Britain^ unlefs a king of 
Spain be dethroned by the hands of his grand- 
father ? Has the enemy no cautionary towns and 
fea-ports to give us for fecu ring trade ? Can he not 
deliver us poffeffion of fuch places as would put 
him in a worfe condition, whenever he fhould per- 
fidioufly renew the war? The prefent king of 
France has but few years to live by the courfe of 
nature, and, doubtiefs, would defire to end his 
days in peace. Grandfathers in private families 
arc not obferved to have great influence on their 
Ijrandfons ; and, I believe, they have much Icfs 
among princes; however, when the authority of a 
parent is gone, is it likely that Fhilip will be di- 
xedled by a brother againft his own intereft, and 
that of his fubjecls f Have not thofe two reahns 

their 
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their feparate maxims of policy, which muft ope- 
rate in times of peace ? Thefe at leaft are probabi* 
lides ; and cheaper, by fix millions a year, than 
recovering Spain^ or continuing the war^ both 
^ich feem abfolutely impoffible. 

But the common queftion is, if we muft now 
furrender Spain^ what have we been fighting for all 
this while ? The anfwer is ready : we have beea 
fighting for the ruin of the public interefl, and the 
advancement of a private. We have been fighting 
to raife the wealth and grandeur of a particular fa- 
mily ; to enrich ufurers and flock-jobbers, and ta 
cultivate the pernicious defigns of a £a<Stion by de- 
ftroying the landed interefl. The nation begins 
now to think thefe bkjfmgs are not worth fighting 
for any longer, and therefore defires a peace. 

But the advocates on the other fide cry out, that 
we might have had a better peace, than is now in 
agitation, above two years ago. Suppoflng this to 
be true, I do affert, that, by parity of reafon, we 
mufl expedl one jufl fo much the worfe about two 
years hence. If ,thofe in power could then have 
given us a better peace, more is their infamy and 
guilt, that they did not. Why did they infill upon 
conditions, which they were certain would never 
be granted? We allow, it was in their power to 
have put a good end to the war, and left the na- 
tion in fome hope of recovering itfelf. And this is 
what. we charge them with as anfwcrable to God;, 
their country, and poflerity ; that the bleeding 

condition 
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condition of their felIow-fubje£ts was a feather id 
the balance with their private ends* 

When we ofFer to lament the heavy (}ebts and 
poverty of the nation, it is pleafant to hear feme 
nien anfwer all that can be faid, by crying up th( 
power of Englandy the courage of England^ the in- 
exhauftible riches of England. I have heard a [o 
man very fanguine upon this fubjeft, with a goo< 
employment for life, and a hundred thoufan< 
pounds in the funds, bidding us take courage^ am 
warranting^ that all would go welh This is th 
ftyle of men at eafe, who lay heavy burthens upo, 
ethers J which they would not touch ivith one of thei 
fingers. I have known fome people fuch ill com 
puters, as to imagine the many millions in ftock 
and annuities are fo much real wealth in the na 
lion ; whereas every farthing of it is entirely loi 
to us, fcattered in Holland^ Germany^ and Spam 
and the landed men, who now pay the interefl 
muft at laft pay the principal. 

Fourthly, thofe who are againft any peace with 
out Spain, have, I doubt, been ill informed as t 
the low condition of France^ and the mighty con 
fequences of our fuccefles. As to the firft, it mui 
be confefTec!, that, after the battle of Ramillies, th 
French were fo difcou raged with their frequen 
lofies, and fo impatient for a peace, that their kinj 
was refolved to comply upon any reafonable terms 
But when his fubjefts were informed of our exor 

[o] The lat« lord Halifax. 
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Utant demands, they grew jealous of his honour, 
and were unanimous to aflift him in continuing the 
war at any hazard, rather than fubmit. This fully, 
reftored his authority ; and the fupplies he hath re- 
ceived from the Spanijh Weft- Indies ^ which in all 
are computed, iince the war, to amount to four 
hundred millions of livres, and all in fpecie, had 
enabled him to pay his troops. Befides, the money 
is fpent in his own country; and he hath fince 
waged war in the moft thrifty manner by aSingon 
the defenfive ; compounding with us every cam- 
paign for a town, which cofts us fifty times more 
than it is worth, either as to the value or the 
confequences. Then he is at no charge for a fleet, 
further than providing privateers, wherewith his 
fubjefts carry on a piratical war at their own ex- 
pence, and he (hares in the profit ; which hath been 
very confiderable to France^ and of infinite difad* 
vantage to us, not only by the perpetual lofles wc 
have fufFered, to an immenfe value, but by the ge- 
neral difcouragement of trade, on which we To 
much depend. All this confidered, with the cir- 
cumftances of that government, where the prince 
is mafter of the lives and fortunes of fo mighty a 
kingdom, (hews that monarch not to be fo funk in 
his affairs as we have imagined, and have long flat- 
tered ourfelvcs with the hopes of. 

Thofe who are againll any peace without Spaing 
feem likewife to have been miftaken in judging our 
vi£^ories, and other fucceffes, to have been of 
greater confequcnce than they really were. 

When 
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When our armies take a town in Flanders^ the 
Dutch are immediately put into fojjeffian^ and we at 
home make bonfires. I have fometimes pitied the 
deluded people, to fee them fquandcriag away their 
fewel to fo little purpofe. For example : what if 
it to us that Bouchain is taken, about which the 
warlike politicians of the coiFee-houfe make fuch t 
clutter ? What, though the garrifon furrendered 
prifoners of war, and in fight of the enemy ? We 
srre not now in a condition to be fed with points of 
honour. What advantage have we, but that of 
fpending three or four millions more to get another 
town for the States^ which may open them a new 
country for contributions^ and increafe the perqui- 
fites of the general ? 

In that war of ten years under the late king, 
when our commanders and foldiers were raw and 
unexperienced, in comparifon of what they are at 
prefent, we loft battles and towns, as well as we 
gained them of late, fince thofe gentleman have 
better learned their trade; yet we bore up then, 
as the French do now : nor was there any thing de- 
cifive in their fuccefles ; they grew weary as well 
as we, and at laft confented to a peace, under 
which we might have been happy enough, if it had 
not been followed by that wife treaty of partition^ 
which revived the flame that hath lafted ever fince. 
I fee nothing elfe in the modern way of making 
war, but that the fide, which can hold out longeft, 
will end it with moft advantage. In fuch a clofe 
country as Flanders^ where it is carried on by fiege«. 
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the army that a£b offenfivdy is at a much greateir 
expence of men and money j and there is hardly t 
town taken, in the common forms, where the be- 
&gers baire riot the worfe of the bargain. I never 
jet knew a foldier, who would not affim, that any 
town might be uken, if you were content to be at 
die charge. If you will count upon facrificing fe 
much blood and treafure, the reft is all a regular, 
eftabliihed method, which cannot fail. When the. 
king of Franee^ in the times of his grandeur, fat 
down before a town, his generals and engineers 
would often fix the day when it fhould furrender : 
the enemy, fenftbie of all this, hath, for fome years 
paft, avoided a battle, where he hath fo ill fuc- 
ceeded, and taken a furer way to confume us, by 
lettii^ our courage evaporate againft ftones and 
rubbifh, and facrificing a fingle town to a cam- 
paign, which he can fo much better afford to lofe, 
than we to take. 

Laflly, thofe who are fo violent againft anypfaew^ 
without Spain being reftored to the houfe of Auf* 
triaj have not, I believe, cafl their eye upon a 
cloud gathering in the north, which we have helped 
to raife, and may quickly break in a ftorm upon 
our heads. 

The northern war hath been on foot almofl ever 
fincc our breach with France^ The fuccefs of it is 
various ; but one cffcSt to be apprehended was al- 
ways the fame, that fooner or later it would involve 
us in its confequences ; and that whenever this 
happened, let our fuccefs be never fo gteat againft 

Vol. IX. L France, 
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France^ from that moment France would have tl 
advantage. 

By our guarantee of the treaty of Travendall^ y 
were obliged to hinder the king of Denmark fro 
engaging in a war with Sweden. It was, at th. 
time, underftood by ail parties, ard fo declan 
even by the Britijb minifters, that this engagemei 
fpecialJy regarded Denmark $ not aiEfting king Ax 
guftus. But however, if this had not been fo, y 
our obligation to Sweden ftood in force^ by virtue < 
former treaties with that crown, which were s 
revived and confirmed by a fubfequent one coj 
eluded at the Hague^ by Sir Jrfeph fFUliamfon ar 
Monfieur Lilienroot^ about the latter end of tl 
king's reign. 

However, the war in the north proceeded ; ai 
our not affifting Sweden was at kaft as well excufi 
by the war which we were entangled in, as his n< 
contributing his contingent to the empire, where 
be is a member, was excufed by the preflures 1 
lay under, having a confederacy to deal with. 

In this war, the king of Sweden was vidoriow 
and what dangers were we not then expofed tc 
What fears were we not in ? He marched int 
Saxonj ; and, if he had really been in the Freni 
i|)tereft, might at once put u& under the greatc 
difficulties. Bat the torrent turned another awa; 
and be contented himfelf with impoiing on h 
enemy the treaty of Alt Rajiadt ; by which kir 
Aug^fius makes an abfohite ceffion of the crown < 
PilanJf renounces 2017 title to it, acknowledge 

Staniflaus 
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Stmjlam \ and then both he and the king of Sw$^ 
denpm in dedring the guarantee of England and 
Holland. The Queen did not indeed give this 
guarantee in form ; but, as a fteps towards it^ the 
tide of ting was given to Stanljkus by a letter from 
her majefty ; and the ftrongeft afiurances were 
given to the Swsdljh minifter, in her majefty '$ 
name, and in a committee of council, that the 
guarantee (hould fpeedily be granted ; and that, in 
the mean while, it was the fame thing as if the 
forms were pafled. 

In 1708, king Jugujlus made the campaign in 
Fknders : what meafures he might at that time 
take, or of what nature the arguments might be 
that he made ufe of4 is not known : but immedi- 
ately after he breaks through all he had done, mar- 
ches into Poland^ and re-afTumes the crown. 

After this we apprehend^ that the peace of the 
empire might be endangered; and therefore en- 
tered into an tlQ. of guarantee for the neutrality of 
it. The king of Stusden refufed, upon feveral ac- 
countSy. to fubmit to the terms of this treaty ; par- 
ticularly becaufe we went out of the empire to cover 
Pdaad and Jutland^ but did not go out of it to 
cover the territories of Sweden* 

Let us therefore €onfider what is our cafe at pre- 
fent. If the king of Swiden return and get the 
better, he will think himfelf under no obligation 
of having any regard to the interefts of the allies; 
but will naturally purfue, according to his own 
cxpreffion, his enemy wherever he findi him. In 

L 2 this 
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this cafe, the corps of the neutrality is obliged t)d 
oppofe him ; and fo we are engaged in a fecortd 
war, before the firft be endisd. 

If the northern confederates fucceed againft Swe* 
den^ how (hail we be able to pKferve the balano 
of power in thie north, fo eflencial to our trade, a; 
well as in many other refpeSs i What will becomt 
of that great fupport of the protejiant intenfi ii 
Germaiij^ which h the footing that the Sv»edn nc^i 
have In the empire? Or who fliall anfwer, ttei 
thefc princes, after they have fettled die north t 
their minds, may not take a fancy to look foutb 
ward, and make our peace with France accordin; 
to then: own fchemes ? 

And taftly, if the king of FruJJia^ the eledor c 
Hanover^ and other princes, whofe dominions li 
contiguous, be forced to draw A*om thofe armic 
which zSt againft Frame^ we muft Hve in hourl 
expectation of having thofe troops recalled, whic 
they now leave with us ; .and this recall may hap 
pen in the midft of a fiege, or on the eve of a ba< 
tie. Is it therefore our intereft to toil on in a rui 
nous war for an rmpradlicable end, till one of thei 
cafes (hall happen, or to get under fhelter befbi 
the ftorm ? 

There is no doubt but the prefent miniftry (pre 
vided they could get over the obligations of honoc 
and confcience) might find their advantage in ac 
vifmg the continuance of the war, as well as th 
laft did, although not in the fame degree after tk 
kingdom hath been fo much exhaufted. The 

migl 
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might prcdong it, till the piurliainent defire a peace ; 
mi'i in' ths mean time, Icavci them in full pK^effion 
of power. Therefore it is pkin, that their pro- 
ceedings at pre&nt are m^nt to ferve tlmr. country 
dire^y againft. their private intereft; .whatever 
damotir iMy be raifed by thofe, who, for the vileft 
ends, f^ould remove heaven and earth to oppofe 
rheir nicafures* But they think it infinitely better 
to accept Aich terms as will fequre our Iradc, find 
a fuffictent barrier for tbe States^ give r^ifonable /a^ 
tisfa^ion to the Emperor^ and reftore the tranquil- 
lity of Eurtpe^ although without addi|ig Spain to 
the empire; rather than go on in a languifhing 
way, upon the vain expectation of fome improbable 
turn for the recovery of that monarchy oat of the 
lUwbon fiimily ; and at laft be forced to a worfe 
peace, ^by tenc oF the allies falling off, upon our 
utter inability to continue the wan 
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PREFACE. 



WHEN I publiflied the difcourre called 
Tffe Qondii£i of the AlUes^ I bad thoughts 
either of inferting or annexing the Barrier-treaty 
at length, with A^ch obfervations a$ I conceived 
mfght be ufeful for public information : but that 
difcourfe taking up more room than I 4^C\gncd^ 
after fay iitmoft endeavours to abbreviate it, I con- 
tented myfelf only with makjng fonje flew reflexions 
upon that famous treaty^ fufficient, as I thought, 
to anfwer the defign of my boofc. I have fincc 
beard, that my readers in general feemed to wifh 
I had been piofe particular, and have difcovered an 
impatience to have that treaty made public, efpe- 
daily fince it hath been laid before the Houfe of 
Commons^ 

That I may give fome light to the reader, who 
is not well verfed in thofe affairs, he may pleafe to 
know that a projeft for a treaty of barrier with the 
States was tranfmitted hither from Holland^ but 
being difapprpved of by our court in feveral parts, 
a new project or fcheme of a treaty was drawn up 
here with many additions and alterations. This 
laft was called The Counter-proje^f \ and was the 
m<^fiire, y/)iereby the duke of Marlborough and my 
lord Town/hend were commanded and inftru£led to 
proceed in negotiating a treaty of Barrier with the 
States. 

I have 
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I have added a tranflation of this Count er^proje^ 
in thofe ^nicies where it differ^ from tl|e Barrier^ 
treaty^ that the reader, by comparing them toge- 
ther, may judge how pundually thofe negotiators 
obferved their inftrufiion?. I have likewife f|ib- 
joined the fcntiments of prince Eugene of Savoy, and 
the count De Sinzendorf, relating to this treaty, 
written (I fuppofe) while it was negotiating. And 
laflly, I have added a copy 6f the rcprefentation of 
the Britijh merchants at Brugfs, fignifying what 
inconveniencies they already felt, and further ap- 
prehended, from this Barrier-treaty, ■ 
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IM A G I N E a reafonable perfon in Cbijui read- 
ing the following treaty, and one who was ig- 
norant of our affairs, or our geography : he would 
conceive their high mightineffes the States-genend 
to be fome vaft powerful commonwealth, like that 
of Rome ; and Her Majesty to be a petty prince^ 
like one of thofe to whom that republick would 
fometimes fend a diadem for a prefent, when they 
behaved themfelves well, otherwife could depofe at, 
pleafure, and place whom they thought fit in his 
ilead. Such a man would fink, that the States had 
taken our prince' and us into their protection ; and, 
in return, honoured us fo far, as to make ufe of 
our troops as fome fmall aflidance in their con- 
qucfts, and the enlargement of their empire, or to 
prevent the incurfions of Barbarians upon fome of 
their out-lying provinces. But how mud it found 
in an European ear, that Great-Britain^ after main- 
taining a war for fo many years, with fo much 
glory and fuccefs, ' and fuch prodigious expencc, 
after faying the Empire^ Hollandy and Portugaij and 

almoil 
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almoft recovering Spain, {hould, towards the dofe 
of a war> enter into a treaty with kven Dutch pro- 
vinces, to fecure to them a dominion larger than 
their own, which (he had conquered for them ; to 
undertake for a great deal more^ without flipulating 
the leaft advantage for herfelf 5 and accej)r, as an 
equivalent, the mean condition of thofe States 
affifting to preferve the Queen on the throne, 
whom, by God's aijiftancc, (he is able to defend 
againft all her majefty's ftiemies and allies put toge- 
ther ? 

Such a wild bargain could never have been made 
for us, if the States had not found it their intereft 
to ufe very powerful motives with the chief adri* 
fers (I fay nothing of the perfon immediately em- 
ployed ) ; and if a party here at home had not been 
refolved, for ends and purpofes very well known, 
to continue the war as long as they had any occa- 
fion for it. 

The Counter-pro) ^£1 of this treaty, made here at 
Lojidon^ was bad enough in all coufcience : I have 
faid fomething of it in the preface \ her majefty's 
minifters were inftrufted to proceed by it in their 
negotiation. There was one point in that projeft, 
which would have been of confequence to Britain, 
and one or two more where the advantages of the 

' States were not fo very exorbitant, arid where 
foroe care was taken of the houfe of Jujiria. Is 
it poffible, that our good allies and friends could not 
be brought to any terms with us, unlcfs by ftriking 

out every particular tbal tru^i ^r> -vv^ ^xv^ ^ood^ 
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and adding flill more to thofe whereby fo much 
was already granted ? For inAance^ the article 
about demolifhing Dunkirk furely might have re* 
mained ; which was of fome benefit Co the States^ 
as well as of mighty advantage to us; and which 
the French king hath lately yielded in one of his 
preliminaries, although clogged with the demand 
of an equivalent^ which will owe its difficulty only 
to this treaty. 

But let me now confiderthe treaty itfelf : Among 
the one and twenty articles, of which it conftfts, 
only two have any relation to us, importing that 
the Dutch are to be guarantees of our fucceffion, 
and are not to enter in'to any treaty until the 
Qy££M is acknowledged by France, We know 
very well, that it is in confequence the intereft of 
the States as much as ours, that Britain ibould be 
governed by a protefiant prince. BefKles, what is 
there more in this guarantee, than in all commoii 
leagues offenfive and defenfive between two powers, 
where each is obliged to defend the other againft 
any invader with all there ftrength i Such was the 
grand alliance between the Emperor, Britain^ and 
Holland', which wa^, or ought to have been, as 
good a guarantee of our fucceffion to all intents 
and purpofes, as this in the Barrier-treaty, and the 
mutual engagements in fuch alliances have been al- 
ways reckoned fufficient without any feparate bene- 
fit to either party* 

It is, no doubt, for the intereft of Britain, that 
the States ftiould have a fufiicicnt barrier againft 

France i 
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France ; but their high mig^tinefies, for fome years 
paft, have put a difiFerent meaning upon the word 
harrier^ from what it formerly ufcd to bear when 
applied to them. When the late king was prince 
of Orange^ and commanded their armies againft 
France^ it was never once imagined, that any of the 
towns taken fliould belong to the Dutch \ they 
^ were all immediately delivered up to their lawful 
monarch ; and Flanders was only a barrier to iW- 
land^ as it was in the hands of Spain^ rather than 
France. So ill the grand alliance of 1701, the fe- 
veral powers promifing to endeavour to recover 
Flanders for a barrier, was underftood to be the re* 
covering thofe provinces to the king of Spain ; but 
in this treaty the ftyle is wholly changed : here are 
about twenty towns and forts of great importance, 
with their chatellanies and dependencies (which 
dependencies are likewife to be enlarged as much 
as poilible} and the whole revenues of them to be 
uader the perpetual military government of the 
Dutch^ by which that republic will be entirely 
mafter of the richeft part of all Flanders ; and upon 
any appearance of war, they may put their gar- 
rifons into any other place of the Low-countria i 
and farther, the king of Spain is to give them a re- 
venue pf four hundred thoufand crowns a year to 
enable them to maintain thofe garrifons* 

Why (hould we wonder that the Duteb are in- 
clined to perpetuate the war, when, by an article 
in this treaty, the king of Spain i^ not to pojfefs one 
fyigU town in ihi Low*countries, umil peace be 
a made? 
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madef The duke of Afgou^ at the beginning of this 
war, maintained fix and thirty thoufand men out 
of thofe Spanijh proviflces he then pofTefled : to 
which if we add the many towns fince taken, 
which were not in the late king of Spain^s pofleffion 
It the time of his death, with all their territories 
and dependencies \ it is vifible wjhat forces the 
Uaus may be able to keep, even without any charge 
to their peculiar dominions. 

The towns and chatellanies of this barrier always 
maintained their garrifons, when they were in the 
hands of France ; and, as it is reported, returned a 
confiderable fum of money into the king's coffers i 
yet the kingdofli of 5pain is obliged, by this treaty 
(as we have already obferved), to add over and 
above a revenue of four hundred thoufand crowns 
a year. We know likewife, that a great part of 
fhe revenue of the Spanijh Netherlands is already 
pawned to the States ^ fo that, after a pesce, no- 
thing will be left to the fovereign, nor will the 
people be much eafed of the taxes they at prefent 
labour under* 

Thus the States^ by virtue of this Barrier^treaty^ 
win, in effe£l, be abfolute fdvereigns of all Flanders^ 
and of the whole revenues of the utmoft extent. 

And here I cannot, without fome contempt, 
take notice of a fort of reafoning offered by feveral 
people; that the many towns we have taken for 
the DMitch are of no advantage, becaufe the whole 
xevenuet of thofe towns are fpent in maintaining 
them. For firft, the fa£l im manifeftly falfe, parti- 
cularly 
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cularly ais to Lijk and feme others* Secondly, Ae 
BtaUSy after a peace, are to have four hundred 
thoufand crowns a year out of the remainder of 
Flanders^ which is then to be left to Bpain* And 
laftly, fuppofe all thefe acquired dominions will not 
bring a penny into their treafury, what can be of 
greater confequence, than to be able to maintain a 
mighty army out of their new conquefts, which 
before they always did by taxing their natural fub- 
jeds ? 

How (hall we be able to anfweir it to king 
Charles II. that, while we pretend to endeavour re- 
floring him to the entire monarchy of Spatn^ we 
jbtn, at the fame time, with the Dutch to deprive 
him of his natural right to the Lew-countries f 

But fuppofe by a Dutch barrier muft now be un- 
derftood only what is to be in podeffion of the 
States; yet, even under this acceptation of the 
word, nothing was originally meant except a barrier 
againft France; whereas feveral towns, demanded 
by the Dutch in this treaty, can be of no ufe at all 
in fuch a barrier. And this is the fentiment even 
of prince Eugene himfelf (the prefent oracle and 
idol of the party here) ^bo fays, that Dendermond^ 
Oftend, and the cqftle of Gand, do in no fort belong 
to the barrier ; nor can be of other ufe^ than to make 
the States-general mafters of the Low-countries, and 
hinder their trade with JEngland. And further: 
that thofe who are acquainted with the counttj know 
very weU^ that to fortify Licr and Halle eon give no 
fecurity to the States as a barrier^ but only raife a 

jealoufy 
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jealoujy in the people^ that thofe places are onlyforti-' 
fiid in order to block up Bruffels, and the other great 
towns {^Brabant* 

In thofc towns of Flanders^ where the Dutch are 
to have garrifons, but the ecclefiaftical and civil 
power to remain to the king of Spain after a peace, 
the States have power to fend arms, ammunition^ 
-find vifluals, without paying cuftoms ; under which 
pretence, they will engrofs the whole trade of thofe 
towns, excluflve of all other nations. 

This prince Eugene likewife forefaw ; and, in his 
obfervations upon this treaty, here annexed, pro- 
pofed a remedy for it. 

And if the Dutch (hall pleafe to think, that the 
ivhoie Spanijh Netherlands are not a fufficient bar-- 
Tier for them,- 1 know no remedy from the words 
of this treaty, but that we muft ftill go on and 
conquer for them as long as they pleafe. For the 
Qu£SN is obliged, whenever a peace is treated, to 
procure for them whatever Jhall be thought necejfarf 
beflde$ ; and where their neceffity will terminate^ is 
not very cafy to forefee. 

Could any of her majefty's fubje£ts conceive, - 
that, in thofe very towns ¥re have taken for the 
DuUhj and given into their pofleffion as a barrier^ 
either the States (hould demand, or our mnijlers 
allow, that the fubjeds of Britain (hould, in re- 
fpe£t to their trade, be ufed worfe, than they were 
under the late king of Spain P yet this is the fad, 
as monftrous as it appears : all goods going to or 
coming from Newport^ or Oftend^ arc to pay the 

Vol. IX. M fame 
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fame duties, as thofe that pafs by the Scheld uniet 
the Dutch forts : and this, in tffcStj is to (hut out 
all other nations from trading to Flanders. The 
Englijh merchants at Bruges complain, that, after 
they have paid the king af Spain's- duty for goods inh 
p$rted at Oftend, the fame goods are made liable U 
further duties^ when they are carried from theme inti 
the towns of the Dutch new conquejls-y and defirc 
only the fame privileges of trade they had before th 
death of the late king of Spain, Charles II. And, ii 
confequence of this treaty, the Dutch have alread] 
taken ofF eight per cent, from all goods they feiv 
to the Spani/h Flanders^ but left it ftill upon us« 

But what is very furprizing, in the very fam 
article, where our good friends and allies are whoU; 
ihutting Mt oat from trading in thofe towns w 
.have conquered for them with fo much blood an 
treafurc, the Queen is obliged to procure, ths 
the States (hall be ufed as favourably in their trad 
over all the king of Spain s dominions, as her ow 
fuhjeds,'.or as the people mojl favoured. This 
humbly conceive to be perfeft boys play; crofs 
win^ and pile [p] you lofe^ or whafs yours is mim 
and what's mine is my own. Now, if it (hould hap 
pen, that in a treaty of peace fome ports or towr 
ihould be yielded us for the fecurity of our trad< 
in any part of the Spanifh dominions at how gres 
a diftance foever^ I fuppofe the Dutch would go o 

[pi The two iides of our coin were once nominally diftinguiil 
i>y &ofi and pile, as they are now by beadi and tails, 

wit 
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with their boys play, and challenge half by virtue of 
that article: or would they be content with the 
military government anjd revenues, and reckon 
them among whatjhall he thought necejfary for their 
barrier ? 

This prodigious articlie is introduced as fubfe'^ 
quent to the treaty of MunfteTy made about the 
year 1&48, at the time when England Vf2LS in the 
utmoft confuiion, and very much to our difadvan- 
tage. Thofe parts in that treaty^ fo unjuft in 
themfelves, and fo prejudicial to our trade, ought^ 
in reafon, to have been remitted rather than con-*> 
firmed upon us for the time to come. But this is 
Dutch partnerihip ; to (hare in all our beneficial bar* 
gainsy and exclude us wholly from theirs, even 
from thofe which we have got for them. 

In one part of The Condu£l of the Allies^ icc^ 
among other remarks upon this treaty I make it a 
queflion, whether it were right, in point of policy 
or prudence, to call in a foreign power to be a 
guarantee to our fucceffion } becaufe, by that 
means, we put it out of the power of our legiflatun t§ 
alter the fiuceffinn^ how much foever the necejfity of the 
kingdom may require it [q\ ? To comply with the 
cautions of fome people, I explained my meaning in 
the following editions. I was aflured, that my lord 
chiefojuftice affirmed, that palTage was treafon. 
One of my anfwerers, I think, decides as favour* 
ably ; and I am tpld, that paragraph was read very 

tfl P*«* 97. 
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lately^ during a debate, widi a 4<ii i !iiyi,it in rcrr 
Injurious terms, wbkh perhaps zaight hare bees 
fpared^ That tiie leg^fiatnre fliooM hste power to 
change the fucceffion, whenerer the necefibn of 
the kingdom require, is fb very ufeful towards prc-^ 
ferving our religion and liberry, that I know not 
liow to recant. The worft of this opinioo is, tfa2t 
at firft fight it appears to be wbtg^foi bat the 
diftin£tion it thus : The wbigs are for changing the 
fucceifion when they think fit, altboi^ the entire 
legiAature do not confent $ I think it oi^t never 
to be done but upon great neceffity, and that with 
the faliftion of the whole legifhture. Do thefe gen* 
tlmien of rev6lution principles thiidc it impoffible, 
that we fliould ever have occafion again to change 
our fucceffion ? And, if fuch an incident (hould 
fall out^ muft we have no remedy until the feven 
provinces will give their confent ? Suppofe that this 
virulent party among us were as able, as fome are 
willing, to raife a rebellion for re-inftating them in 
power, and would apply themfelves to the Dutcb^ 
as guarantees of our fucceffion, to affift them with 
all their force, under pretence that the Queek and 
Oiiniftry, a great majority-of both houfes, and the 
bulk of the people, were for bringing over Frana^ 
|>opery, and the pretender ? Their high rmghtineffis 
would, as I take it, be fole judges of the contro- 
verfy, and probably decide it fo well, that, in fome 
lime, we might have the happinefs of 1>ecoming a 
province to Holland. I am humbly of opinion, 
that there are two qualities neceflary to a reader 
. » before 
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before his judgment jQiould be allcwed ; thefe are, 
common honefty, and common fenfe $ and that no 
man could have mifreprefented that paragraph in 
my difcourfe, unlcfs he were utterly dcftitutc of 
one, or both. 

The prefumptive fuccellbr, and her immediate 
heirsj have fo eft^ibliihed a reputation in the worM 
for their piety, wifdom, and humanity, that no 
necefficy of this kind is like to appear in their days ; 
but I muft ftill infift, that it is a diminution to the 
independency of the imperial crown of Gnat" 
BritatTiy to call at every door for help to put our 
laws in es^ecution^ And we ought to confider^ 
that if, in ages to come, fuch a prince ibould hap- 
pen to be in fucce^ion to our throne, as fhould be 
entirely unable to govern ; that very motive might 
incline qui guarantees to fupport him» the more 
cfie£tually to bring the rivals of their trgde into 
ponfufion and diforder. 

But to return : the Q|jeen is here put under 
the unrcafonable obligation of being guarantee of 
the whole Barrier-treaty ; of the Dutch having po& 
fei&on of the iaid b^rri^r, and the revenues thereof 
before a peace s of the payment of four hundred 
thou(knd crowns by the Mng of Spain} that th^ 
Stato flxall poflefs the barrier, even before kinj; 
Charles is in ppifeflion of the Spanijb Netherlands i 
although, by the fifth article of the grand allianci^ 
her ^efty is under no obligation to do any thinjg; 
i)f tlifs nature, e^^cept ia a general treaty* 

M ^ All 
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All kings, princes, and ftates are ipvited to enter 
into this treaty, and to be guarantees of its execu- 
tioA. This article, though very frequent in trea- 
ties; ftems to look very oddly in that of the barrier. 
Popilh princes are here among others to become 
guarantees of our proteftant fucceffion ; every petty 
prince iii Germany muft be intreated to preferve the 
Queen of Great-Britain upon her throne. The 
king of Spain is invited particularly, and by name, 
to become guarantee of the execution of a treaty, 
by which his allies, who pretend to fight his battles 
and recover his dominions, ftrip him, in efFe£l, of 
all his ten provinces ; a clear reafon why they never 
fent any forces to Spain'^ and why the obligation, 
not to enter into a treaty of peace with France un- 
til that en!ire monarchy was yielded as a prelimi- 
nary, was ftruck out of the counter-projeft by the 
Dutch, They fought only in FianderSy becaufe 
there they only fought fpr themfelves. King Charles 
muft needs accept this invitation very kindly, and 
ftand by with great fatisfa£lion, while the Belgic 
Uon divides the prey, and affigns it all to himfelf. 
I remember there was a parcel of foldiers, who rob- 
bed a farmer of his poultry, and then made him 
wait at table, while they devoured his vi&uals 
without giving him a morfel ; and, upon his ex- 
poftulating, had only for anfwer. Why, flrraji, are 
we not come here to proteft you ? And thus much 
for his generous invitation to all kings and princes 
to lend their affiftance, and become guarantees out 

of 
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of pure good-nature for fecuring Flanders to the 
Dutch. 

In the treaty of Ryfwick^ no care was taken to 
oblige the French king to acknowledge the right of 
fucceffion in her ^refent majefty ; for want of 
which point being then fettled, France refufed to 
acknowledge her for Queen of Great- Britain after 
the late king's death. This unaccountable negledl 
(if it were a negledt) is here called an omiffi- 
on [rjy and care is taken to fupply it ia the next 
general treaty of peace. I mention this occafion- 
ally, becaufe I have fon^e ftubborn doubts within 
me, whether ft were a wilful omiffion or no» 
Neither do I herein refledl in the leaft upon the 
memory of his l^te majefty, whom I entirely ac- 
quit of any imputation upofi this mftter. But 
when I recoiled the behaviour, the language, and 
the principles of fome certain perfons in thofe days^ 
and compare them with diat omiffion ; I am tempt« 
ed to draw fome conclufions, which a certain party 
would be more ready to call falfe and malicious, 
than to prove them fo. 

I muft here take ]eav« (becaufe it will not otht^r* 
wife fall in my way) to fay a few words in return 
to a gentleman, I know not of what charader or 
calling, who hath done me the honour to write 
three difcourfes againft that treatife of The CondiUi 
of the Allies^ &c* and promifes, for my comfort, to 
conclude all in a fourth. I pity anfwerers with all 

[r] Article XX. 
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my heart, for the many difadyantages they lie uh^ 
der. My book did a world of mifchief (as he calls 
it) before his firft part could poffibly come out; 
and fo went on through the kingdom, ^while his 
limped flowly after ; and, if it arrived at all, it was 
too late ; for people's opinions were already fixed. 
His manner of anfwering me is thus : of thofe fa£b 
which he pretends to examine, fome he relblutely 
denies, others he ehdeavours to extenuate, and the 
reft he diftorts with fuch unnatural turns, that I 
would engage, by the fame method, to difprove 
any hiftory either ancient or modern. Then the 
whole is interlarded with a thoufand injurious epi- 
thets and appellations, which heavy writers are 
forced to make ufe of, as a fupply for that want of 
fpirit and genius they are not born to : yet^ after 
all, he allows a very great point for which I con-> 
tend, confeffing in plain words, that the burthen 
of the war hath chiefly lain upon us i and thinks it 
fufficient for the Dutchf that, next to England^ they 
liave borne the greateft ihare. And is not this the 
great grievance of which the whole kingdom com* 
plains ? I am inclined to think that my intelUgeace 
was at leaft as good as his ; and fome of it, I cao 
ajQTure him, came from perfons of his own party, 
although, perhaps, not altogether fo inflamed* 
Hitherto therefore the matter is pretty equal, and 
the world may believe him or me as they pleafe. 
But, I think, the great pQint of controverfy be- 
tween us is, whether the effe£ts and confequences 
of things follow betlef from his premifes or mine ? 
j And 
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And thrre I will not be fatisfied, unlefs he will 
4II0W the whole advantage to b^ on my fide. Here 
is a flouriihing kingdom brought to tbe brink of 
niin by a moft fucceisful and glorious war of ten 
fears, under an able, diligent, and loyal miniftry 1 
a moft faithful, juft, and generous commander^ 
and in conjunction with the moft hearty, rea(bn« 
able, and fincere allies. This is the cafe, as that 
author reprefents it. I have heard a ftory, I 
diink it was of the duke of ^^*, who playing at 
hazard at the groom-parters in much company, held 
in a great many hands together, and drew a hugf 
heap of gold ; but, in the heat of pUy, never ob* 
ferved a iharper, who came once or twiqe under his 
arm, and fwept a great deal of it into his hat ; the 
company- thought it had been one of his fervants, 
When the duke's hand was out, they were talking 
how much he had won. Yes, faid he, I held in 
very long 5 yet, methinks I have won but very lit- 
tle. They told him his Servant had got the reft 
in his bat I and then he found he was cheated. 

It hath been my good fortune to fee the moft 
important fadls that I have advanced juftified bjr 
Ac public voice ; which, let this author do what 
he can, will incline the world to believe, that I 
qiay be right in the reft. And I folemnly declare, 
that I have not wilfully committed the leaft mif- 
take. I ^opt the fecond edition, and naade all 
poffible enquiries among thofe who I thought could 
beft inform me, in order to corre<Sl any error I 
could hear of 1 I did the fame to the third and 

'' fourth 
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fourth editions, and then left the printer to his 
berty. This I take for a more cSc&udl anfwe 
all cavils, than an hundred pages of controverf] 

But what difgufts me from having any thin^ 
do with the race of anfwer-jobbers, is, that t 
have no fort of confcience in their dealings ; 
give one inftance in this gentleman's third p 
which I have been lately looking into. Wh€ 
talk of the moft petty princes, he fays, that I nr 
crowned heads 5 when I fay the foldiers of tl 
petty princes are ready to rob or ftarve at home 
fays, I call kings and crowned heads robbers 
highwaymen. This is what the whigs call anfv 
ing a book. 

I cannot omit one particular concerning this 
thor, who is fo pofitive in aflerting his own fa 
and contradiding mine; he aiErms, that the b 
nefs of Touhn was difcovered by the clerk c 
certain great man, who was then fecretary of ft 
It is neither wife, nor for the credit of his pa 
to put us in mind of that fecretary, or of 
derk ; however, fo it happens, that nothing re 
ing to the affair of Toulon did ever pafs thro 
that fecretary*8 office: which I here affirm \ 
great phlegm, leaving the epithets of falfe, fcan* 
ous, villainous, and the reft, tQ the author and 
fellows. 

But to leave this author; let us coniider 
confequence of our triumphs, upon which fomc 
fo great a value, as to think that nothing lefs t 
;he jzxown can be a fufficient reward for the m 
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of t\i9 geifiTifL Wc have i^ot enlarged our (^91111- 
nions by one foot of land : our trade, which made 
us confiderable in the wortd, is either given up by 
treaties, or clogged with duties, which interrupt 
and daily lefien it^ We fee the whole nation groaq* 
iog under exceflive taxes of all forts, to raite three 
millions of money for payment of the intereft of 
tbofe debts we have contra<^ed. Let us look upon 
the reverfe of the medal ; we (hall fee our neigh- 
bours, who, in their utmoft diftrefs, called for our 
affiftance, become, by this treaty, even in time of 
peace, mailers of a more confiderable country than 
their own ; in a condition to ftrike terror into us^ 
with fifty thoufand veterans ready to invade us from 
that country which we have conquered for them ; 
and to commit infolent boftilities upon us in all 
other parts^ as they have lately done in the Eq^r 
hiies. 



THE 



THE 

BARRIER TREATY 

B B T W E E N 

Her Mi^jESTY and the States^ 
General. 

fLJBR majefly the Queen of Great-Britain ani 
'*^ tbi lords the States-general of the United pre- 
vifues^ bhving con/idered how much it concerns the qui4 
4mdfecurity of their kingdoms andfiates^^ and the pub* 
lie tranquiUity^ to maintain and to fecure on oneftde^ 
the fuccejfion to the crown of Great-Britain in fuch 
manner as it is now eflabU/hed by the laws of the king* 
dom ; and on the other Jidej that the States-general 
of the United provinces Jhould have ajirong andfuffi^ 
cient barrier againjl France, and others who would 
ftirprize or attack them: and her majejly and the 
States-general apprehending^ with juft reafon^ the 
troubles and the mifchiefs which may happen in relation 
to this fuccefft^n^ if at any time there Jhould be any 
perfon^ or any power j who Jhould call it in quefiion ; 
and that the countries and Jlaies of the Jaid lords the 
^tates-general were not furmjhed with fuch a bar^ 
rier: For thefe faid reafons her f aid majejly the 
Queen of Great-Britain, although in the vigour of 
her age, and enjoying perfedl health (in which may 
Goi preferve her many years) outof an eJfeS of her 
ufual prudence and piety^ has thought fit to enter with 
the States-general of the United provinces init a par* 
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iicular alliance and confederacy ; the principal end and 
only aim of ivhich Jhall be the public quiet and tran» 
quillity \ and to prevent^ by njeafures taken in time^ 
oil the events which might one day excite new war. It 
is with this view, that her Britifh maje/fy has given 
her full power to agree upon forne: articles of a treaty^ 
in addition to the treaties and )^lliances that Jhe hath 
already with the lords the States-lgeneral of the United 
provinces J to her ambajfador extraordinary iUnd pleni- 
potentiaryy Charles, vifcount Townlhend, baron of 
Lyme- Regis, privy counfellor to her Britiih majejly^ 
captain of her maje/iy*s yeomen of the guards and her 
lieutenant in the county of Norfolk > and the lords tht 
States-general of the United provinces y the £iQuv John"* 
de Welderen, lord of Valburgh, great bailiff of the 
Lower Betewe, of the body of the nobility of the pro-^ 
vince of Guelder j Frederick, baron of Reede, lord 
of Lier, St. Anthony, and T'er Lee, of the order 
of the nobility of the province of Holland and Weft- 
Friezeland ; Anthony Heinfius, counfellor-penjionary 
of the province of Holland and Weft-Friezeland, • 
keeper of the great feal^ and fuper-iniendant of the fiefs 
of the fame province 'y Cornelius Van Ghect, lord of 
Spranbrook, Bulkeftyen, Cs^r. Gedeon Hoeuft,- 
canon of the chapter of the church of St. Peter dt 
tJtrecht, and eleSied counfellor in thejiates of the prO" 
vince of Utrecht ; HaiTel Van Sminia, fecretary of 
the chamber of the accounts of the province of Frieze- 
land;. Erneft Itterfum, lord of O^txhoi^ of the body. 
of the nobility of the province of Overyffel ; and 
Wichcr Wichers, fenator of the city ^Groningen ; 

all 
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all deputiii U the ajfemhfy of tbifaid lords the Stat( 
general on the onw parU refpeSiively of the province 
Guelder, Holland, Weft-Fricxeland, Zeland, 1 
trecht, Friczclandi Ovcryffel and Groningen, c 
Ommelands, whoy by virtue of their full powers^ hi 
agrni upon the following articles / 

ARTICLE h 

THE treaties of peaee, frieiidihip, alHati< 
and confederacy between her Britannic it 
jefty and the States-gemral of the United provinc 
Ihall be approved and confirmed by th^ prefi 
treaty, and (hall remain in their former force a 
vigour as if they Were inferted word for word. 

ARTICLE IL 

The fucceffion to the crown of England havi 
been fettled by an ad of parliament, pafTed f 
twelfth year of the reign of his late majef^y ki 
William \ih the title of which is, An aSlfor. 
^further limitation of the croum^ and better feeufing , 
rights and liberties of the fubje^ I and lately, in t 
fixth year of the reign of her prefent majefty, tl 
fucceffion having been again eftabliihed and co 
firmed, by another z& made foif the greater fecuri 
of her majefty's perfon and government, and t 
fucceffion to the crown of Great-Britain^ &c, 
die line of the moft ferine houfe of Hanover^ ai 
in the perfon of the princefs Sophia, and of h 
heirSf fucceffi>rs, and defendants, male and femal 
already bom or to be born : and although no pow 

bai 
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hath any right to oppofe the laws made upon this 
fubjed by the crown and parliament of Great- 
Britain-, if it (hall happen, neverthelefs, that, un- 
der any pretence, or by any caufe whatever, any 
perfon or any power or ftate may pretend to difpute 
the eftabiifhment which the parliament hath made 
of the aforefaid fucceflion, in the moft ferene houfe 
ef Hanover^ to oppofe the faid fucceiSon, to affift 
or favour thofe who may oppofe it, whether di- 
reftly or indiredly, by open war, or by fomenting 
(editions and confpiracies againft her or him to 
whom the crown of Great- Britain ihall defcend, 
according to the a£ls aforefaid ; the Staies-generaL 
engage and promife to ai&d and maintain, in the 
faid fuceeifion, her or him to whom it (hall belong, 
by virtue of the faid afts of parliament, to affift 
them in taking pofleffion, if they fhould not be m 
adual pofleffion, and to oppofe thofe who would 
difturb them in the taking of fuch pofleffion, or ia 
the adual pofleffion of the aforefaid fucceffion. 

ARTICLE in. 

Her faid majefty and the States- general, in con- 
lequence of the fifth article of the alliance con- 
cluded between the Emperor, the late king of 
Gnat-Britain^ and the States general, the feventh 
^i September 1701, will employ all their force tore- 
cover the reft of the Spanijh Low^countriesm 

A R T I. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

And further, they will endeavour to conquer : 
many towns and forts as they can, in order to the 
being a barrier and fecurity to the faid States. 

A R T I C L E V. 

And whereas, according to the ninth article c 
the faid alliance, it is to be agreed, amongft othe 
matters, how and in what manner the States fhal 
be made fafe by means of this barrier, the Quesn 
of Great-Britain will ufe her endeavours to procure 
that, in the treaty of peace, it may be agreed, that 
all the Spanijh L^w-cotrntriesj and what elfe may 
be found neceflary, whether cbnquered or uncon* 
quered places, fholl ferve as a barrier to the Staia* 

ARTICLE VL 

That, to this end, their high, mightineflesfhall 
have the liberty to put and keep garrifon, to change, 
augment, and diminifli it as they (hall judge pro* 
per, in the places following: namely, Newport^ 
FurneSj with the fort of Knocke^ Tpres^ Menin, the 
town and citadel of Lijk^ Tournay^ and its citadel} 
Conde^ Valenciennes \ and the places which QiaQ 
from hence forward be conquered from France^ 
Maubeugej Charleroy^ Namur^ and its citadel, Lier^ 
HalUy to fortify the ports of Perle^ PbiUpph 
Damme^ the caftle of Ganel^ and Dendermonde. This 
fort of St. DonaSf being joined to the fortification 
of the Slsue^ and being entirely incorporated with 

it, 
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lt\ fixall remain and be yielded in property to the 
itatis. The fort of Ridiubt^fe^ on this fide Gand^ 
, (hall be demoliAed^ 

A k f i C L E Vll. 
The (aid Siaies-gemral may, in cafe tA ah' tpipa^ 
rent attack, or war, put as many troops as they (ball 
thifldt neceflary in all the towns, places, afrd fortf 
.. in the Spanijb Low-cmntriis^ where the reafon of 
War (hall require it, 

A II 1" I C L E Vlli. 

They may likewife fend into the towns, fotts^ 
and places, where they (hall have their garrifons 
(without any hindrance^ and without piayiAg any 
duties), provifions^ ammunttions of war^ arms, and 
sjrtillery, materials for the fortifications, and all 
that (hall be found convenient and nece(rary for the 
&id garrifons and fortificatiohs. 

ARTICLE iX. 

The faid States-general flxall alfo have liberty to 
^point, in the towns, forts^ and places, of dieir 
kirrier meiitioned in the foregoing fixth article^ 
where they may havef garrKbns, fuch governors and 
commanders, mqors^ and other officers, as they Ihali 
fiod proper^ who (hall not be fubjed to any other 
orders, whatfoever they may be, or from whence 
(bevet they may come, reladng to the fecurity and 
military goveriunent of the (aid places, but only ta 
thofe of dieb high mi^htine^ (escdufive of all 

Vou IX. N irthcrs)i 
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others) ; ftill preferving the rights and privilege 
as well ecdefiaftical as politicaly of king Cbar 
the third. 

ARTICLE X. 

That, befides, the States {hall have liberty to fi 
tify the faid towns, places, and forts, which belo 
to them, and repair the fortifications of them 
fuch manner as they Ihall judge necefTary ; a 
further to do whatever Ihall be ufeful for their ( 
fence. 

ARTICLE XI. 

It is agreed, that the States-^general (hall ta 
all the revenues of the towns, places, jurifdiAioi 
and their dependencies, w)iich they {hall havcj 
their barrier from Franccy which were not in l 
Ik){reffion of the crown of Spain at the time of t 
death of the late king Charles II ; and befides, a m 
Hon of livres {hall be fettled for the pajrment of o 
hundred thoufand crowns every three months ( 
of the cleareft revenues of the Spanijh Low-eountri 
which the faid king was then in pofieifion of; b( 
which are for ihaintaining the garrifons of the Stm 
and for fupplying the fortifications, as alfo the a 
gamines, and other necefTary expences, in the toipi 
and places above-mentioned. And that the {aid : 
venues may be fufficient to fupport thefe expenc 
endeavours {hall be ufed for enlarging the dependc 
des and jurifdidions aforefaid as much as pofBbl 
and particularly for including, with the jurifdidi 
af rpres^ that of C^/, and the foreft of Neij 



TftE BARRIER TREATY. 179 

with the jurifdiaion of Lijle^ the jurifdiiElion of 
Dwwjf, both having been fo joined before the 
prefent waf. 

ARTICLE XII. 

That no town, fort, place, or country <rf the 
^^Pi LsiU'Countrus, fliali bef granted, transferred^ 
« givni, or defcend to the crown of Frana^ or any 
of the line of France^ neither by virtue of any gift, 
- fale, exchange, marriage, agreement, inheritance, 
I fucceffion by will, or through want of will, from 
no title whatfoever, nor in any other manner 
whatfoever, nor be put into the power, or under 
the authority, of the moft Chriftian king-, or any 
one of the line of France. 

ARTICLE XIIL 

And whereas the faid StaUs-geturalyin confequence 
of the ninth article of the faid alliance, are to make 
a convention or treaty with king Charles the third, 
for putting the States in a condition of fafety by 
means of the faid barrier, the Queen of Great Bri-^ 
tmn will do what depends upon her, that all the 
foregoing particulars, relating to the barrier of the 
Steffi, may be inferted in the aforefaid treaty or 
convention ; and that her faid majefty will continue 
her good offices, until the above-mentioned conven- 
tion, between the States and the faid king Charles 
the third, be concluded, agreeably to what is be- 
fore mentioned ; and that her majefty will be gua- 
tiQtee of the faid ti!taty or convention. 

' -Na A R T I- 



i8o SOME REMARKS ON 

ARTICLE XIV. 

And that the faid States may enjoy, from hence- 
forward) as much as poffible, a barrier for thi 
Spanijh Low -countries^ they ihall be permitted to pu 
their garrifons in the towns already taken,and whid 
may hereafter be fo, before the peace be conclude 
and ratified. And in the mean time, the faid kin 
Charles the third fhall not be allowed to enter int 
pofTeffion of the faid Spanijh Low countriesj neithc 
entirely nor in part; and, during that time, th 
Queen (hall aifift their high mightinefles to main 
tain them in the enjoyment of the revenues, and t 
find the million of livres a year abovementioned. 

ARTICLE XV. 

And whereas their high mightinefles have flipu 
lated, by the treaty of Munjier^ in the fourteent 
article, that the river Scheldt as alfo the canals c 
Sas^ Swariy and other mouths of the fea borderinj 
thereupon, fliould be kept fhut on the fide of th 
States : 

And in the fifteenth article, that the (hips axl< 
commodities, going in and coming out of the har 
hours of Flanders yStiAX be and remain charged wit! 
all fuch impofts and other duties as are raifed upoj 
commodities going and coming along the Scheldt an 
the other canals abovementioned : 

The Queen of Great Britain promifes and en 
gages, that their high mightinefles (hall never be di( 
turbsd in their right and poflTeffion in that rcfped 

neithe 
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neither dire£tly nor indiredly ; as alfo, that the com- 
merce ihall not, in prejudice of the faid treaty, be 
made more eafy by the fea-ports than by the rivers, 
canals, and mouths of the fea, on the fide of the 
States of the United provinces, neither dire£lly nor 
indiredUy. 

And whereas, by the fixteentb and feventeenth 
articles of the fame treaty of il/««/?^r, his roajefty 
the king of Spain is obliged to treat the fubjedts of 
their high mightinefTes as favourably as the fubje£ls 
of Great Britain and Hans towns, who were then 
tjic people moft favourably treated ; her Britannic 
majefty and their high mightineiTes promife lilcewife 
to take Clare, that the fubjefSls of Gr^at Britain and 
of their high mightincffes fliall be treated in the 
Spanijh Low- countries ^ as well as in Spain^ the king- 
doms and dates belonging to it, equally, and as 
well the one as the other, as the people moft fa- 
voured. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The faid Qtje£N and States- general oblige them* 
felves to furnifh, by fea and land, the fuccours and 
affiftance necellary to maintain, by force, her faid 
majefty in the quiet pofleffion of her kingdoms, and 
the moft ferene hoiife of Hanover in the faid fuccef- 
fion, in the manner it is fettled by the aSs of par- 
liament beforementioned ; and to maintain the faid 
Sfatef'general in the poflei&on of the faid barrier. 

N 3 A R T I- 
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ARTICLE XVn. 

After the ratifications of the treaty, a particular 
cpnvention (hall be made of the conditions, by which 
the faid Qy£EN and the faid lords iht States-general 
will engage themfelves to furniih the fuccours which 
fhall be thought neceflary, as well by fea as by 
land. 

ARTICLE XVIIL 

If her Britijh majefty, or the States-general of the 
United provinces, be attacked by any body iR^hat- 
fcever by reafon of this convention, they (hall mu- 
tually affift one another with all their forces, and 
become guarantees of the execution of the faid con- 
vention. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

* ■ 

There (hall be invited and admitted into the prc- 
fent treaty, as foon as poffible, all the kings, prin- 
ce?, and ftates, who (hall be willing to enter into 
the fame, particularly his Imperial majefty, the kings 
of Stain and Prujfia^ and the ele£lor of Hanover. 
And her Britijb majefty and the States-general of the 
United provinces, and each of them in particular, 
(hall be permitted to require and invite thofe, whom 
they fhall think fit to require and invite, ta enter 
into this treaty, and to be guarantees of its execu« 
tion. 

A R T I C L E XX. 

And as time hath (hewn the omifBon, which was 

made in the treaty iigned a^t Ryfwick in the year 

2 1697, 
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1697, between England and France^ in refpeA of 
the right of the fucceflion of England in the perfon 
of her majefty the Qusen of GrttA Britain^ now 
reigning ; and that, for want of having fettled in 
that treaty this indifputable right of her majefty, 
France refufed to acknowledge her for Queen of 
Great Britain after the death of the late king ff^l' 
Ham the third of glorious memory : her majefty the 
Queen of Gnat Britain and the lords the States- 
' imeral of the United provinces do agree, and engage 
themfelves,likewife not tp enter into any negotiation 
or treaty of peace with Frarue^ before the title of 
her majefty to the crown of Great Britain^ as alfo 
the right of fucceffion of the moft ferene houfe of 
Hanover to the aforefaid crown, in the manner it is 
fettled and eftablifhed by the beforementioned ads 
of parliament, be fully acknowledged as a preliini* 
nary by France 5 and that France hath promifed, at 
the fame time, to remove, out of its dominions, 
the perfon who pretends to be king of Great Bri- 
tain ; and that no negotiation, or formal difcuffion 
of the articles of the faid treaty of peace, fliall be 
entered into, but jointly, and at the fame time, with 
the faid Queen, or with her minifters. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Her Britijh majefty, and the lords the States-ge- 
neral of. the United provinces, fliall ratify and con- 
firm all that is contained in the prefent treaty within 
the fpace of four weeks, to be reckoned from the 
day of the figning. In teftimony whereof the un- 
N 4 dcrwritten- 
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derwritten ambaflador extraordinary and plenipt 
ttntiijuy of her Britijh majefty, and the deputies ol 
the lords the Statts^gimraly have figned this prefo 
iKaty^ and have af&ipe^ thi^r ^eals thereunto. 

Jt ibi Hagwe tbf 2<)tb ^OAober, in thiyefxr l^o^ 

(L. S.) Tmnjhmd. 
(L. S.) J. B. Van Ritdi. 
(L. S.) G. Hoeuft. 
(L. S.) B. V. literfum. 
(L.S.)J.V.fFildiriH. 
(L. S.) A. Hiinjm. 
jf£. £•) //• Sminiam 
(L. S.) fV. mcbers. 

THE SEPARATE ARTICLE. 
JtS ifttbepriUmmary articles Jigmd here at the Ha« 
^ gue the ittb ofMzy 1 709, by the plenipfftentim 
ries of his Ii?iperial majefiyj tf^^^ ^^fty ik^ QuEBi 
l^/* Great Britaip, §nd of thi lords the States-genera 
$f the United provinces^ it is Jfipulatedy among fl otbe 
tbingSy that the lords the States-general Jbdll havi 
with entire property and fivereignty^ the upper quarte 
{/"Guelder, according to the fifty^fecond article oftl 
treaty of Mujiftcr offhe year 1648 j as alfoy that tl 
garrifons which are^ or hereafter Jhall he^ on the par 
of the lords the States -general, in the town of Huy 
the citadel of Liege, and in the town of Bonne, ft>a, 
remain there^ until it Jhall be otherwife agreed upo 
with hh Imperial maje/ly and the empire : and as th 
barrier y which is thjs day agreed uppn^ in the princi 
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fal treaty for the mutual guarantee^ biiween her Bri- 
tifll majefty and the lords the States-general, cannot 
pvij to the Unitid provtnceSy thefafetyfor which it is 
eftahU/htdj unlifs it be well fecured from one end to the 
otber^ and that the communication of it be well joined 
together^ for which the upper quarter ^Guelder, and 
ibegarrifons in the citadel o/Liegc^ Huy, and Bonne 
are abjolutely necejfary [experience having thrice Jhewn^ 
tbat France, having a defign to attack the United pro^ 
vinceSj has made ufe of the places abovementionedj in 
trier to come at them^ and to penetrate into the faid 
provinces). And further ^ as in refpeSf to the equiva- 
lent for which the upper quarter of Guelder is to be 
yielded to the United provinces^ according to the fifty- 
Jicond article of the treaty ^Munfter abovementioned^ 
Us majefiy king Charles III, will be much more gra- 
lified and advantaged in other places ^ than that equiva^' 
leni can avail. To the end therefore that the lords the 
States-general may have the upper quarter ^ Guelder,^ 
tjintb entire property and fovereignty ^ and that the 
faid upper quarter of Guelder may be yielded, in this 
nurnnoTf to the faid lords the States-general, in the con- 
vefttion^ or the treaty that they are to make with his 
mejefly king Charles III, according to the thirteenth 
article of the treaty concluded this day j as alfo that 
their garrifpns in the citadel of Liege, in that of Huy, 
end in Bonne, may remain there, until it be otherwife 
agreed upon with his Imperial majefty and the empire ; 
her majefty the Queen ^Great Britain engages her-- 
felfj and prpmifeSj by this fepar ate article, which JhaU 
have the fatne force as if it were inferted in the prin- 
cipal 
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dpdtnat^^ U mah thi fame tffsrU fir aUMs^ it 
Jbe bath engaged herfelf to mtAe fir the eiuimng «ik 
harriif in the Spanilh Low-countries. In ttftinwii 
whereef the underwritten ambaffader eoctrMn&neer) 
etnd plenipetentiary of her Britiih nu^ejly^ and deptaiet 
rf the lords the States-general, havefigned the frefent 
feparate article^ and have affixed their feab thereunto^ 

At the Hagne^ the 29th of O^ober^ 1709. 
(L. S.) Town(bend. 
(L. S.) J. B. Van Reede* 
(L. S.) G. Hocuft. 
(L. S.) E. V. Itterfuw. 
(L. S.) J. V. Weldcrpn^ 
(L. S.) A* Heinfius. 
(L. S.) H. Sminia. 
(L. S.) W. Wichcrs, 

The Second Separate Article. 

y^S the lords the States-general have reprefented^ 
that in Flanders the^^imitSy between Spanifli Flan- 
ders and thai of the States, are fettled infmh a man^ 
nery as that the landy belonging to the States, is ex^ 
tremefy narrow there\fo that^ in fome places^ the terri- 
tory ^Spanilh Flanders extends itfelfto the forttfca^ 
tionsy and und^ the cannon^ of the places^ towns^ and 
forts of the States, v;inch occafions many inconvenient 
ciesy as hath been feen^ by an example^ a little before 
the beginning of the prefent war^ when a fort was de^ 
figned to have been built under the cannon of the Sas 
VanGand, under pretence that it was upon the terri^ 

tory 
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t9ry of Spain :■ and as it is neceffary^ for avoiding tbefe 
and other forts of inconvsniencies, that the land of the 
States, upon the confines ofFlsj^idcrSyJbouldbeinlarged^ 
and that the places^ towns^ and forts Jhould^ by that 
meanSy be better covered: her Briti(h majejiy^ enter^^ 
ing into the jujl motives of the faid lords the States- 
general in this refpe£f^ promifes and engages herfelf by 
this feparate article^ ihaty in the convention which the 
fold lords the States- general are to make with his ma* 
jeftj king Charles III, Jhe will ajjiji them^ as that it 
may be agreed, that^ by the ceffion to the faid lords the 
States-general of the property of an extent of land 
ntcejptry to obviate fuch like and other inconveniencies^ 
tbar limits in Flanders Jball be enlarged more conve^ 
mently for their fecurity ; and thofe of the Spanifh 
Flanders removed further from their towns^ plases^ and 
firts^ to the end that thefe may not be fo expofed any 
'more. In tejiimony whereof the under -written ambaf 
[odor extraordinary and plenipotentiary of her Britifh 
myefty^ and deputies of the lords the States general, 
hovefigned the prefent feparate article^ and have affixed 
their feals thereunto. 

At the Hague^ the 29th of Oeiober^ 1709. 
(Ll S.) Townfliend. 
(L. S.) J. B. Van Recdc. 
(L. S,) A. Heinfius. 
(L. S.) G. Hoeuft. 
(L. S.) H. Sniinia* 
(L. S.) E. V. lucrfum. 

rbi 
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TbeartitUs ^/A^Counter-projeft, whUb werejl: 
euif or altered^ by /ik Dutch in tbe Barrier trca 
wuitb fimi Remarks. 

ARTICLE VI. 

HP O this end their mightincffes {hall have po 
to put and keep garrifons in the following pk< 
viz. Newport y Knocke^ Menirij the citadel of L 
Toumayy Conde^ VaUncienneSy Namury and its cita< 
LiiTy HalUy to fortify the fo#t of PerUy Dam 
and the caftle of G€md. 

REMARKS. 
In the Barrier treaty, the States added the folk 
ing places to thofe mentioned in this article, i 
Fumesy Ypresy towns of LiJUy Maubeugey Cba. 
rojy Philippe y fort of St. Donas (which is to b< 
property to the States)y and the fort of Rbodenbu^ 
t to be demolifhed. To fay nothing of the ot 
places, *Dendermonde is the key of all Braha 
and the demolifhing of the fort of Rhodenbuy^ 
fituate between Gand and Sas vas Gandy can o 
fcrve to defraud the kin^ of Spain of the duties uj 
goods imported and exported there. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The faid States may put into the faid tow 

/orts, and places, and, in cafe of open var w 

France^ into all the other towns, places, and for 

whatever troops the reafon of war (hall require. 

2 R : 
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REMARKS. 

But, in the Barrier treaty, it i$ faid : In cafe of 
inapparint attack^ or war^ without fpecifying againft 
franci: neither is the number of troops limited to 
what the reafon of war {hall require, but what the 
SuOis (hall think neceflary. 

ARTICLE IX. 
Befides fome fmaller differences, ends with a 
Iklvo, not only for the ecclefiaftical and civil rights 
of the king of Spain^ but likewife for his revenues 
in the faid towns ; which revenues, in the Barrier 
treaty, are all given to the States, 

ARTICLE Xr. 
The revenues of the chatellanies and dependen* 
cies of the towns and places, which the States fliall 
bave for their barrier againft France^ and which 
were not in the pofTeilion of the crown of Spain at 
the late king of Spam's death, (hall be fettled to be 
a fund for maintaining garrifons, and providing for 
the fortifications and magazines, and other neceflary 
charges, of the faid towns of the barrier. 

REMARKS. 

I defire the reader to compare this with the ele- 
venth article of the Barrier treaty, where he wiU fee 
how prodigioufiy it is enlarged. 

A R T I- 
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high mtghtinefles, and interrupt the public fepofd 
and tranquillity; for the prefer^'ation of which, 
and the balance of Europe againft the ^(torbitanC 
power of Franci^ the allies engaged themfelves iff 
this long and burthenfome war ; therefore the faid 
Qneen of Great Britain and their high mightinef* 
fes agree and oblige themfelves not to enter into 
any negotiation or treaty of peace with France^ be* 
fore it Ihall be yielded and ftipulated by France as 
a preliminary, that all the fortifications of the faid 
town of Dunkirk^ and the forts that depend upotf 
it, be entirely demolilhed and razed, and that the 
port be entirely ruined and rendered impra^ca- 
ble. 

REMARKS. 

Thefe two articles are likewife omitted in the 
Barrier treaty ; whereof the firft regards particularly 
the intereft of the houfe of Auftria \ and the other^ 
about demoli(hing Dunkirk^ thofe of Great Britain. 
It is fomething ftrange, that the late miniftry, whofe 
iadvocates raife fuch a clamour about the neceffity 
of recovering Spain from the houfe of . Bourhen^ 
ihould fufFer the Dutch to ftrike out this aurticle^ 
which, I think, clearly {hews the rea(bn why the. 
States never troubled themfelves with the thoughts' 
of reducing Spain or even recovering Milan^ Naples^ '' 
and Sicily^ to the Emperor j but were wholly fixed 
upon the conqueft of Flanders^ becaufe they bad 
determiiied thofe provinces as a property for them- 
felves. 

As 



f 
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ftventh oi September 1701, it is agreed and ftipur 
lated^ that the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily^ with 
all the dependencies of the crown of Spain in Itafy^ 
6 I (hall be recovered from the pofleffion of France^ as 
being of the laft confequence to the trade of both 
Qatioiif, as well as the Spanijb Netherlands for a 
banrierfor the States-general; therefore the faidQir££ic 
of Great Britain and the States-general agree and ob« 
lige them&lves not to enter into any negotiation or 
treaty of peace with France^ before the re(licatioa 
of the faid kingdoms oi Naples and Sicily^ with all 
die dependencies of the crown of Spain in Itafyy as 
well as the Spanijb Low-countries^ with the other 
towns .and places in the pofleffion of France above* 
mentioned in this treaty ; and alfo after the man* 
ner fpecified in this treaty ; as likewife ail the reft 
of the entire monarchy of Spain be yielded by 
franei as a preliminary. 

ARTICLE XXII. 
And whereas experience hath fhewn of what im- 
portance it is to Great ^ritain and the United pra^ 
vincesy that the fortrcfs and port of Dunkirk (hould 
not be in the pofleffion of Prance in the condition 
they are at prefent ; the fubjefts of both nations 
having undergone fuch great loflTes, and fuffered fo 
much in their trade, by the prizes taken from them 
by privateers fet out from that port ; infomuch that 
France^ by her unmcafurablc ambition, may be al- 
ways tempted to make fome enterprizes upon the 
territories of the Queen of Great Britain and their 

high 
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aurquainted with the country know that thefe towits 
cannot give any ibeurtty tothe StsteS'^general; belt 
can only make people believe, that thefe places be- 
ing fbrtiryed, would rather ferve to block up Bhf" 
Jib and the other great cities of Brabant. : | 

Secondly, as to what is faid in the feventh ar- 
ticle of the counter-prqed of England^ rtslating to 
the augmentation of garrifons, in the towfls of the 
barrier, in cafe of an open war: This is agreeable 
to the opinions of the faid pHntg and aunt $ who 
think likewife, that there ought to be added to the 
eighth article, that np goods nor merchandize flibuM 
be fent into the towns where the States gineralihsil 
have garrifons, nor be comprehended under the 
name of fuch things as the faid garrifons and ibrct* 
fications (hali have need of. And that to this end, 
Ihe faid things fliall be infpedied in thofe places ' 
where they are to pafs ; as like wife the qu^tiiy 
fiiall be ff^tcled. that the garrifons may want^- :r 

Thirdly, as to the ninth article, relating to tUt 
governdurs and commanders of thofe townsi > fortSi 
and places where the Stata-gemral Ibali haveithcic 
garrifons \ the faid prince and €9unt are of opinio^ 
diat the faidgovernours and commanderi lOughMii 
Cake an oath as well to the king of Spmm^ aa torlfio 
States ginsral : but they may take a pardcubr oeth 
to the latter, that they will not admit foreign^ troops 
without their caafent) aad that they will depeoA 
dcduiiyely upon ^e faid States^ in whoever regards 
the military power. But, at the fame timey they 
pugbt cxclufivdy (o promiie die king eriP Spain^ that 

• '- they 
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they will not intermeddle in the- affairs of law, civil 

powet) rerenues, or any other jmttcrs,«cdefiaftical 

^civil) uiUefs at thcdefire of ^ther Idjig^s officers to 

iffft them in the execution ; itr which cafe, the 

&'d comnunders (hould be obliged not^to refofe 

them. 

Fourthly^ as to the tenthrartide^ there is nothmg 

tfrbe added, unle{s that the States ^gaural mayTre- 

pair and encreafe the fortifications of the towns, 

lliacea, and fortSy where they (hail have their garri- 

fimt ; but this at their own expence^ Otherwife, 

under that pretext, they might fcize all the reve- 

nu^of the country. 

Fifthly, as to the eleventh article, they think the 
Skit€S ought not to have the revenues of the cha* 
tellanies and dependencies of thefe towns and places, 
which are to be their barrier againft FrinU0 1 thia 
Wing a fort of fovereignty, and very prejudicial to 
the ecclefiaftical and civil eeconomy of the country^ 
But the faid frinci and c^unt are of opinion, that 
the Statis^giHiral ought to have, for the mairtte«> 
nance of their garrifons and fortifications, a fum 
of money of a million and a half, or two millions of 
•orins, which they to ought receive from the king'a 
officers, who (hall be ordered to pay that fum be-' 
turn any other payment. 

.Sixthly,' And the convention, which ihall be 
onde on this affair, between his Catbolie majefty 
and the States^genirali (hall be for i limited time. 
. Thefe are the utmoft conditions to which the 
faid princi and €9unt think it poffible for his Cad7o^ 
O ? Ik 
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lid majefty to be brought i and they declare at the 
fame time, that their Imperial, and Catholic majefties 
will fooner abandon the 'iav}'€$untrin^ than take 
them upon other conditions, which would lie 
equally expenfivey ihameful, and unacceptable to 
them. 

Qn the other fide, the faid prince and iount are 
perfuaded that the advantages, at this time, yielded 
to the States-generalj may hereafter be very pkvjudi- 
cial to themfelves ; forafmuch, as they may put the 
people of the Spanijb NetherlanA to fome dangerous 
extremity, confidering the antipathy between the 
two nations; and that extending of frontiers is 
^ttrely contrary to the maxims of their govern- 
ment. 

As to the upper quarter of Guelder^ the faid 
prince and coiint are of opinion, that the States^ge^ 
nerd may be allowed the power of putting in gar- 
rifons into Venlg^ Ruremond^ and Steffenfwaert^ with 
orders to fumi0i the faid States with the revenues 
of the country, which amount to one hundred thou- 
&hd florins. 

. As to Bonne^ belonging to the ele&orate of C^- 
logn^ Liege J and Huy to the biihoprick of Liege^ it 
is to be underftood, that thefe being imp^al townsy 
it doth not depend upon the Emperor to confent 
that foreign garriibns (hould be placed in them up- 
on any pretence whatfoever* But whereas the f^olrx- 
general demand them not only for their fecurity, it 
is propof^d to place, in thofe towns, a garrifon of 
4 imperial 
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•impnid troops^of whom the ^taUs ip^y be in no fuf- 
[^on, as tbey might bp of a g^rrifon of an elec- 
tQ£» who might poffibly have views oppofite. to 
tbeir interefti* But this is proppfed only in cafe 
that it (ball not be thoughtmore projper to raz;e oiie 
or other of the faid towns. 

The reprefemation of the Etiglilh mtrcbants M 
Bruges, relating to the Barrier treaty. . 

pAVio WifiTE and other merchants^ her majejifs 
fubje£iSj refiding at Bruges and other towns in 
Flanders, crave leave humbly to reprefent : 

TpHAT, whereas the cities of Lijle^ Tounu^^ 
Menin^ and other new conquefts in Flaniits 

and Artois^ taken from the French this war, by the 

united forces of her majefty and her allies, are now 
become entirely under the government of the Statu* 
gemrali ^nd that we, her majefly's fubjeds, may 
be made liable to fuch duties and impofitions on 
trade as the faid States -gentrftl (hall think fit to im- 
pofe on us : we humbly hope and conceive, that jt 

is her majefty's iiitentbn and defign, that the trade 
of her dominions and fubje£):s, which is carried on 
with thefe new conquefts, may be on an equal foot 
with that of the fubjeds and dominions of the States^ 
ggneralj and not be liable to any new duty, when 
tranfported from the Spanifi Netherlands to the faid 
new conquefts, as, to our great furprize, is exaded 
from U3 on the following goods, viZf butter^ tallow, 
O 3 falmon, 
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lalmon^ hidest beef^ and all otberproduftof hiar 
majefty V doaunionst which we import at Qfimdi 
and there pajr^hcr dmy of caitiy to the king of Spahi 
and, oimreqiientljr, on^ toot to ha liable to mf 
idew doty, When they carry -the fiune goods and^ail 
othen from their dominiont, by t fite pafa -or ftOkf 
ire to the fatd ntw conqueftsi and we are under 
qpprehenfiont that, if the faid o«ir opoqncjls beiet* 
ded, or gi?en entirely into the pofleffion of the 
Siaies-giwrai for thtir barrier (ai w« art nikde be- 
Ikve, by a tieaty lately made by her majefiy^s am*^ 
baflador, the lord vtfcount T^un^kntd^ at the Ht^i) 
that the StaUs^gemrat may alfo foon declare ail 
goods and merchandizes, which are contra* 
.band in their provincts, to be alfo contraband or 
ptahibited inthcfe new conquefii^ or new1>arrier ^ 
by which her majefty's fubjeds will be dtpfhfti of 
the fide and confttniption of the following -pr^ktndb 
of her majefty's dominions, which are, and' hate 
long been, declared Contraband in the UnitM prcK 
idnces, fuch as EngR/h and Scbuh fait, tnaltfptiirits 
or cofn brandy, 'and all* other forts biF diftilled 
BngRJh [^\r\t9^ whale and rape oil, etc -^ \ 

It is therefore humbly conceired, that her ma- 
jefty, out of her great care and gracious concern 
for the benefit of her fubje&s and dominions, may 
be pleafed to dired, by a treaty of commerce, or 
Ibme other way, that their trade may be put on an 
equal foot in all the Spanijh Netherlands^ and the 
newconquefts of barrier, with the fubjc£h of jfifo/- 
kndf^hy paying no other duty than that of impor- 
tation 
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doii tathe king of Spain i and, bj^.i^ provifion, 
«t AD produd of her -aujefty^^ docninipns (hzll 
icjiib ik^ared contrabaiid 4n Uk% new €cmquefts» 
Qtpt Aich gopds IBS Werc^eOeempd coiim^^f&d W- 
reLtfaie:4fath of CharUi lU king ofS^in. J^nA it 
ilfi» humbly prayed) that the produil and*manii« 
lure of the new coi^qtieftt may be alfo.expoitted 
ehout .paying any .ncv^ duty, h^^t^ |bat of ex^p 
rtadon at QfiinJ^ which was always jpaid to.iivK 
Ig. of 5^»; it bein^ impoffiSIe for any nation 
Eitrop$ to afibrt an- entire cargoe fo^ the Spsnijb 
^IndiiSf without a confider^ble quantity of fe« 
al of the manufadures of Lijif} fu<;h ai cara- 
Of » cajanty picoles, boratteos and many other 
Ids. 

The chief things to be demanded of France are* 
lie exempted from tonnage, to have a liberty of 
^ting herrings and all other 6fh to France^ on 
fame terms as the Dnich do^ and as was agreed 
them at the treaty of foounerce .immediately 
7 the treaty of peace at Rjjividt. The. enlarging 
majefty's plantations; in Jmtrka^ ixj^. is natu* 
y recommended* 



O 4 .. A PRE*^ 



> R E F A 'C M 

To thf. RiPiiT Rf ysiiBN|» 
r. BURNET* Bilhoip of SARU^i^i 

^ T R O P y C T I Q N 

To the Third Volume of Ac 
HisTpav of the Riformatioi^ 

,» .\: ."■ • ... 

OF THE 

HURCHofENGLAND. 



S far fire n/Ofts 



Written in the Year 1712. 



TO T H E 

B O O K S E L L E k! 

Mr. MoRFHIWy 

YOUR x»irt in putting fcn id ' n tUife rt m »ft thi 
Examimr hath been of very great ufe to me. I 
now fend you my preface to t|M biflwui oTSi^itfii^ 
iniraJu^ion to his third volume, which I defire yoa 
to print in fuch a form as, in the bookfcUcr^t ^xA% 
wiU make ^Jix-fmnyUtuh: hopipg it wi)l pvc fop 
> public notice of my defign, that it may co^ 
into the hands of thofe, who, perhaps, look no^ in^i, 
to the bi&op's intr^^iM (i), I defire yoii 'v^ 
prefix to this a pailage out of Hrgil^ which issi^fo 
pcrfedly agree with my prelcnt thoughts of bui 
Jofdlhipi, that I cannot expreft them bettCTj iior 
more truly, than thofe words do»! 

SIR. 



(i] The blftQ^*t SntfDMBM is yiM «4kb t iuttr SiWslwki 

iAW^ sC whicJi tliia it a tokiauc -> ' :^:, 
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To the Right Riveileno 
.-. pp^ BURNEX,- Bifhop of $anmC$ 

mT R b D U C T ION, 6Pf; 

^ HI S,wa;y; of publilbing introduAions to books 
•Jf ^ iBat are, God knows when, to come out, is 
eillftr Wholly new, or fo long unpradifed, that my 
finall rcMuig cannot trace it. However, we are 
ii'AippoTe) that a p'erf>n of his Iord(htp's great age 
iii(r'^3tperience would hardly ad fuch a piece of 
ungularity without fome Extraordinary motives. I 
cannot but obferve, that his fellow labourer, the 
author of the paper caVed ['/} The Engli/bman^ feems, 
in fome of his late pcrfurmances, to have almoft 
tnmfcribed the notions of the bi(hop: thefe notions 
I take to have been di£Uted by the fame mafters, 
leaving to each writer that peculiar manner of ex* 
pr€fiiig'4lin(t(blf« ^hicb the poverty of our language 
forceth me to call their (lyle. When the Guardian 
changed his title, and profefled to engage in fadion 
I^Ms fiire the word jwa^ given \ that grand prepara- 
tions lyere making agatnft next feffibnrt tbftt all 
ai^htages' would be taken of the little diflenfions 
reported to be among thofe in power; and that the 

[t\ Mr. Sttilt. 

Guardian 
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Guardian woujd foon be fccondcd by fomc otlicf 
fiquers from the fame capip. Bit I wilI*ionfefs »y 
fufpicions did not carry me fo far as to conjcdhire, 
that this venerable champion woul4. be in fuch s 
mighty hafte to come into the field, and ferve in 
the quality of znpifant [u], perdu fps^^ onlj with 
a pocket'pyioly before his great btunderbufs could be 
got ready, his old ri^Qy bnaJi-plaU £:oi^.ed, and his 
^craeked heqd-piete mended/ v i. » . • 

I was dcbatipg with myfelf, whether this hint of 
ptoducing a fmall pamphlet, to give notice cJ a 
large folio, was not borrowed from the ceremonial 
in Spanijh rpmapces, where a ^arfi% fent out up- 
on the battlements to fignify to all paflengers what 
a mighty giant there is in the caftle ; or whether 
the bifliop copied this proceeding from the fanfir 
ronnadc [w] of mpnfieur Bouffleurs^ when the earl 
of Portland and that general liad an interview. Se- 
veral men wefe appointed, at certain periods, to 
ride in great hafte towards the Bnglijh camp, aiid 
cry out, Monffigneur vient^ Monfiigneur vient [jr]; 
then fmall parties advanced with the fame Tpeed, 
and the fame cry ; and this foppery held for many 
hours, until the marefchal hipifclf arrived. So here 
the biihop (as we find by his dedication to Mr. 
CburcbiU the bookfeller) hath, for a long time, 

[u] Stfant ptrdm^ one o£ the forlorn hope ; the forlorn hope h« 
oimihcir of men feleded for any de^crate entexprize, .or ^pomted^f^r 
the firft onfct in a battle. 

fw] Fanfaronnade, vain oftcntation. 

[x] My lord is coming, my kurd 18 coming. 

fept 
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ient warning ef bis arrival by adrertirements ia 
fflsuttes ; and now his introduSlion advanceth to tell 
us agaioy Monfeigneur vient : in the mean time we 
muft gape, and wait, and gaze, the lord knows how 
long, and keep our fpirits in fome reafonable agita- 
doo, until bis lord&ip's real felf (ball think fit to 
appear in the habit of a folio. 

I have feen the (ame fort of management at a 
puppet-fhow. Some puppets of little or no confer* 
quence appeared feveral times at a window to al- 
lure the boys and the rabble ^ the trumpeter found- 
ed often, and the door-keeper cried an hundred 
dmes, until he was hoarfe^ that they were juft 
ping to begin ; yet after all we were forced (otn^-* 
times to wait an hour before pwuh himfelf in per- 
son made his entry. 

But why this ceremony among old acquaintance? 
The world and he have long known one another: 
let him appoint his hour, and make his vifit, with^ 
out troubling us all day with a fucceifion of mef« 
iages from his lacquies and pages. 

With fubmiffion, thefe little 'arts of getting off 
an edition do ill become any author above the fizc 
of Martin the. furgeon. My lord tells us, that 
motif tboufandt of tbo two formtr farts of his bijlorf 
ore in the kingdqm \ and now he perpetually advuf'^ 
tifetb in the gazette^ that he intends to publifh the 
third. This. is exactly in the method and fiyle of 
Marten : the feventh edition {many thoufands of the 
fvrmer editions having been fold off in afmall time) of 
Mr. Marten's book concerning fecret difiafes^ &c. 

Doth 
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Doth his fordOiip Intend' to puMifh his gtcHttf* r 
lume by fubfcription, and is'thh iittrod&£ltbtr 0I<^ T 
by way oi fpectmenf I was inclined to think' tt,b^« 
caufe in the prefixed letter to Mr. CAKrrA///,"w|iitli ' 
introduces zt\\s imrodu^hn^ there are fomer dtibiofii 
expreilions: ; hr fays,, the a4vertifimints be puilifiei 
were in ^rder to move people to funti/h him wSlf mate^ 
rials, which might help him to finijh bis wMt with 
great advantage. If he ineafi9 half-a-guinea upbn 
the fubfcriptionf and the other hiif at'the ddiveryy 
why doch he not tell us fo in plain terms ^ 

I am wondering how it came to pafs, that thii 
diminu.ive letter to Mr. Churchill ttkovAd under- 
ftand the btifinefs of introducing better than flhth* 
troduSiion itfelf; or why the blfhop did not take 
it into his head to fend the formrr Into the wdr)4 
fome months before the latter, which would Jiaye 
been yet a greater improvement upon the folemffity 
of the proceffion ? 

Since I write thefe lad lines, I have peruleJ the 
whole pamphlet (which I had only dipt in before) 
and found I have been burning upon a wrong fc^ht;. 
for the author hath, in feveral parts of bis picoey. 
difcoverod the true motives, which put him upoa 
finding it abroad at this jun^re. I (hall therefore 
confider them as they come in my way. . ' 

My lord begins his introduBion with an account 
of the reafons, why he was guilty of fo man^ mifr 
Ukes in the firfl volume of his hiflwj $f the refet'^ 
mation : his excufes are juft, rational, and extrtmely 
coniiftent. He (ays, ^# w^/r m i^^/^ which he con- 
> 3 firms 
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mi hf adding, tbat it lay a jear after be wr^U U 
%r£ it was put inte the prefs. At the fame tinct 
mentions a paflage extremely to the honour of 
It pious and excellent prelate, archbifhop^ona^, 
lich dcmonftrates iiis grape to have k;en a per-* 
1 of great fagacity, and almoft a prophet. Doc- 
r Burtut^ then a private divine, Jefired admii^ 
KM to the Cotton library^ but was prevented [/] iy 
* arcbbifiop^ wba told Sir John Cotton, that ihg 
d d9£ier was no fri4nd te the prerogative of ike 
tim, or to the conftitution of the kingdom* This 
IgOQCjit was the more extraordinary, becaufe the 
QiQV had not long before publi(hed a book in 
Ukmd with his name prefixed, which carries the 

j^3 Jt i$ (omewhat remarkable to fee the progreis of this ftory. Is 
fidi edition of this tntroduSion it Aould feem^ ** he was tre- 
riiiTiD by the archbiihop/* 9c, When the IntroduOkn was re- 
ntes year after with the ^^larfy it ihuidss '^AgRSAT PttLATS 
lad been before -hand, and pofrefTedhim {Six J^bn Cotton) agaiaft 
ac - T hat unlefs the archbiHiop of Canterbury would recominend 
ae— 4ie defired to be excufed — The biAop of fTorcefler could 
tot pccTtil OB the archbifhop to Iktxmposr.** This is fome- 
jrhat lc(s than rtivxNTiNc; unlefs the aichbiihop be meant 
the GKXAT PBKLATi; wMch is not vety probable, i.Becauicy 
the preface to this vexy 3d volume, p. 4. he fays, '' It was by 
Hghbiihop S£mwoft!*t cider he had tht free ufe of every thing 
4^ lay in the Lambab library.** s« Bccauie the author «C 
tnbm Sarisburianum, p. 6. tells us, *' His acceis to the library 
was owing solzlt to the recommendation of archbifliop Sancroji, 
M.l have been informed ((ays theawthor) by feme of the family.** 
Bccaule biihop Burnet f in his Jijfioty rf bii ofon timtt^ 10L i. f* 
6, fays it was " Dolbsk, biihop of Rocb^, [at the inft^ga-. 
Am of the dtik€ of Lsuder(lale,1 that diverted $U John Cotton 
iMoi fiUMag him to fearch hii libraiy«*^ 

regal 
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regal prerogative higher than any writer of the age: 
however, the good archbifliop lived to fee his opi- 
nion become univerfal in the kingdom. 

The bifhop goes on, for many pages, with art 
account of certain hSts relating to the publifliiiig 
his two former volumes of the Rtfarmationi the greac 
fuccefs of that work, and the adverikries who ap« 
peared againft it. Thefe are matters out of the way 
of my reading ; only I obferve that poor Mr. He^ 
Wharton^ who hath dcfcrved fo welt of the com- 
monwealth of learning, and who gave himfdf the 
trouble of detecting fome hundreds of the biihop's 
miftakes, meets with very ill quarter from his lord* 
fbip; upon which I cannot avoid mentioning a 
peculiar method, which this prelate takes to re* 
venge himfelf upon thofe who prefiune to difitr 
from him in print. The biihop of RocbeJUr [%] 
happened, fome years ago, to be of this number. 
My lord of Sarum^ in his reply, ventured to tell 
the world, that the gentleman, who Uad writ ag^unft 
him, meaning Dr. Jtigrburyj was one upon whom 
he had conferred great obligations; which was a 
very generous Chriftian contrivance of charging bis 
adveriary with ingratitude. But it foems Ac truth 
happed to be on the other fide, which the doStor 
made appear in fuch a manner as would have fi- 
lenced his lordfhip for ever, if he bad not been wri-^ 
ting-proof. Poor Mr. fVharion^ in his grave, is 
charged with the fame acculation, but with cir- 
cumftances the moft aggravating that malice and 

[«] Dr. Attrhurg* 

fome** 
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fixnething clfe could invent : and which I will no 
more believe than five hundred pafTages in a cer- 
tain book of travels [a]. See the character he gives 
of a divine and a fchoiar, who fliortened his life 
Jq the fervicc of God and the church. Mn Whar- 
ton defired nu U intercede with Tiilotfon fir a pre^ 
hend of Canterbury. / didfo ; but Wharton would 
ui believe it i faidy be would be revenged^ andfo writ 
egainft m§k Soon afier^ be was convinced I bad /poke 
for him ; faid^ be wasfet on to do what be did^ and^ 
if I would procure any thing fir him^ be would difco* 
uer every thing to me* What a fpirit of candour, 
charity and good-nature, generofity and truth, 
bines through this ftory, told of a oioft excellent 
lod pious divine, twenty years after his death, with- 
3ttC one fingle voucher 1 

Come we now to the reafons^ which moved his 
lordfhip to fet about this work at this time. He 
:»uld delay it no longer^ becaufi the reafons of bis fn- 
laging in it at firji feemid to return upon him. He 
iras then frightened with the danger of a popijh/uc^ 
•efir in view, and the dreadful apprehenfions of the 
iower of France. England hath forgot thefe dangers^ 
ud yet it nearer to them than ever -, and therefore 
leis refolved to awaken them with his third volumei 
)ut, in the mean time, fends this introduction to let 
:liem know they are aflecp. He then goes on in 
lefcribing the condition of the kingdom after fuch 
I manner, as if deftru6lion hung over us by a fin- 

[rf] Buran^s Travels. 

Vol. IX. P gis 
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g!c hair ; as if the popCj the devil^ the pretender^ and 
France were juft at our doors. 

When the bifliop publKhed his hiftory, there 
was a popijh plot on foot : the duke of 2Vi, a 
known papiji^ was prcfumptive heir to the crown : 
the hoafe of commons would not hear of any ex- 
pedient for fecuring their religion under a pQplfi) 
prince, nor would the king, er lords, confent to a 
bill of cxclufion : the French king was in the height 
of his grandeur, and the vigour of his age. At 
this day, the prefumptive heir, with that whole il« 
luftrious family, are proteJianU ; the popifi pretender 
excluded for ever by feveral a£h of parliament; 
and every perfon in the fmalleft employment, as 
-well as the members of both houfes, obliged to ah* 
jure him. The French king is at the lowed ebb of 
life; his armies have been conquered, and his 
towns won from him for ten years together ; and 
his kingdom is in danger of being torn, by divifi- 
pns, during a long minority. Are thefe cafes par- 
allel ? Or are we now in more danger of France 
jmd popery^ than we were thirty years ago ? What 
can be the motive for advancing fuch falfe, fuch 
deteftable alTertions i What concluiions would his 
lordlbip draw from fuch premiflea as thefe ? If in-^ 
jurious appellations were of any advantage to a 
caufe (as the ftyle of our adverfaries would make 
us believe) what appellations would thofe deferve, 
who thus endeavour to fow the feeds of feditioiiy 
and are impatient to fee the fruits ? But^ faith he, 
//;/ deaf adder Jloppitb bir fars^ lift the charmer charm 

niver 
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erfo wifely. True, my Jord, there are, indeed, 
many adders in this nation's bofom ; adders in 
(hapes and in all habits, whom neither the 
£EN nor parliament can charm to loyalty, traitb, 
gion, or honour. 

kmong other inftances, produced by him, of 
difmal condition we are in, he offers one which 
Id not eafily be guefTed. It is this, that the little 
ious pamphletSy written about the end of king 
irles the fecond's reign^ lie dead in fbops^ are 
fd an as wafle paper ^ and turned to paflehoard* 
V many are there of his lordfliip's writing, 
ch could otherwife never have been of any real 
ice to the publick ? Hath he, indeed, fo mean 
»pinion of our tafte to fend us, at this time of 
, into all the corners of Holborny Duck-lane^ 
Moorfields^ in queft after the fa£Uou$ trafli 
idled in thofe days, by Julian Johnfon^ Hicker^ 
ty Dr. OateSy and himfelf ? 
[is lordfliip, taking it for a poftulatuniy that the 
2EN and miniftry, both houfes of parliament, 
a vaft majority of the landed gentlemen 
ughout England^ are running headlong into 
jy layeth hold on the occafion to defcribe the 
ties in fueen Mary's reign: an inquifition fettif^ 
iggats in Smithfield, a fid executions all over the 
hm. Here is thaty fajrs he, which thofcy that 
*owards a popifh fucceffory mufi look for. And he 
uates through his whole *pamphlet, that all, 
are not of his party, look towards a popijh fuc" 
• Thefc he divides into two part9| the torj 
P 2 laity ^ 
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feity^ and the tsry clergy. He tells the former : tff- 
tbmigh they have no religion at aU^ but refilve t9 
ihange with every wind and tide ; yet they ought t9 
have eompaffion en their countrymen and kindred. 
Then he applies himfelf to the r^ry clergy, aflfures 
them, that the fires revived in Smitbfield, and all 
ever the nation^ will have no amiable vieWy but leafi 
ef all to them^ wljOy if they have any principles at ail^ 
mufi be turned cat of their livings^ leave their fami' 
lies^ be hunted from place to place into penrts beyond 
thefeasy and meet with that contempt with which thef 
treated foreigners^ who took fanSuary among us. 

This requires a recapitulation, with fome re- 
marks. Firft, I do affirm, that in every hundred 
of profefled atheijis^ deifts^ and focinians in the king- 
dom, ninety-nine, at lead, are (launch thorough- 
paced wbigs^ entirely agreeing with his lordfhip in 
poKticks and di(cipline ; and therefore will venture 
ail the fires of hell, rather than finge one hair of 
their bearifs in Smithfield. Secondly, I do Hkewife 
afBrm, that thofe whom we ufually underftand by 
the appellation of tory^ or high-church clergy, were 
the greateft fticklers againft the exorbitant pro- 
ceedings of king James the fecond, the beft writers 
againft pepery^ and the moft exemplary fufferers for 
the eftabliflied religion. Thirdly, I do pronounce 
it to be a moft falfe and infamous fcandal upon the 
nation in general, and on the clergy in particular, 
to reproach them for treating foreigners with beugln 
tiuefs end contempt. The French Hugonots are many 
thouiand witneffes to the contrary ; and I wilh they 

defenred 
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defcrved the thoufandth part of the good treatment 
they have received, 

Laftly, I obferve, that the author of a paper 
called Thf EngUJhman hath run into the fame canr^ 
gravely advifmg the whole body of the clergy not 
to bring in fopery -, becaufe that will put them un- 
der a neceffiry of parting with their wives^ or Iqiing 
their livings. 

The bulk of the kingdom, both clergy and laity, 
happen to differ extremely from this prelate in 
many principles both of politicks and religion. 
Now I afk, whether, if any man of them had fign- 
ed his name to a fyflem of atheifmy or popery^ he 
could have argued with them otherwife than he 
doth ? Or, if I (hould write a grave letter to his 
lordihtp with the fame advice, taking it for grant- 
ed, that he was half an atheiji. and half a papift^ 
and conjuring him, by all he held dear, to have 
compaflion upon all tho(e who believed a God \ 
not to revive the fires in ' Smithfield ; that he muft 
tither forfeit bis bijbopricky or not marry a fourth wife ; 
1 a(k, whether he would not think X intended him 
th^ higheft injury and affront? 

But as to the t»ry laity, he gives them up in a 
lump for abandoned atheifts : they are a feet of men 
fo impioufly corrupted in the point of religion^ that n9 
fcene of cruelty can fright them from leaping into it ^ 
[popery], and^ perhaps^ a^ing fuch a part in it as 
nsay be ajjigned them. He therefore defpairs of in- 
fluencing them by any topicks drawn from religion 
or companion, and advances the confederation of 
P 3 intereflj 



114 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

intere/ly as the only powerful argument to perfuade 
them againft popery. 

What he oiFers upon this head is fo very amaz- 
ing from a Cbrijiiany a clergyman^ and z prelate of the 
church of England^ that I muft, in my own imagi- 
nation, ftrip him of thofe three capacities, and put 
him among the number of thatfett of men he men- 
tions in the paragraph before ; or elfe it will be im- 
pof&ble to {hape out an anfwer. 

His lordfhip, in order to diiTuade the iorits from 
their defign of bringing in popery, tells them, htno 
valuable a part of the whole foil of England, the ahby 
lanJsy the ejlatei of the btJhopSy of the cathedrals^ and 
the tithes are: how difficult fuch a refumption would 
be to many families ; yet all thefe muft be thrown up ; 
for facrilege in the church of Rome is a mortal Jin. I 
defire it may be obferved, "what a jumble here is 
made of ecclefiaftical revenues, as if they were all 
upon the fame foot, were alienated with equal juft- 
ice, and the clergy had no more reafon to com- 
plain of one than the other; whereas the four 
branches mentioned by him are of very different 
confideration. If I might venture to guefs the opi- 
nion of the clergy upon this matter, I believe they 
):ould wi(h, that fome fmall part of the abby lands 
had been applied to the augmentation of poor 
bifhopricks ; and a very few acres to ferve for 
glebes in thofe parifhes, where there are none j 
after which, I think, they would not repine that 
the laity fliould poffefs the reft. If the eftatcs of 
fome bilhops and cathedrals were exorbitant before 

the 
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c Reformation, I believe the prefent clergy's 
(hes reach no further, than that feme reafonable 
nper had been ufcd, inftead of paring them to 
I quick. But as to the tiih^s^ without examining 
lether they be of divine inftitution, I conceive 
re is hardly one of that facred order in England^ 
I very few even among the laity who love the 
rchy who will not allow the mifapplying thofe 
enues to fecular perfons to have been at firft a 
ft flagrant ad of injuftice and oppreffion; al- 
lugh, at the fame time, God forbid they Ihould 
reftored any other way than by gradual purchafe, 
the confent of thofe who are now the lawful 
Fcflbrs, or by the piety and generofity of fuch 
rthy fpirits as this nation fometimes producetb. 
ic bifliop knows very well, that the application 
tithes to the maintenance of monafteries was a 
ndalous ufurpation, even in popijh times; that 
monks ufually fcnt out fomc of their fraternity 
Tupply the cures ; and that when the monafteries 
re granted away by Henry VIII. the parifhes 
re left deftitute, or very meanly provided, of any 
intenance for a paftor. So that, in many places, 

whole ecclcfiaftical dues, even to morimrreSy 
tier- offerings y and the like, are in lay hands, and 

incumbent lies wholly at the mercy of hrs 
ron for his daily bread. By thefe means there 

feveral hundred parifhes in Englond under 

!nty pounds a year, and many under ten. I take 

lordfliip's bilhoprick to be worth near ^500/. 

lual income \ and I will engage, at half a year's 

P 4 warnings 



ai6 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

warning, to find him above an hundred beneficial 
clergymen^ who have not fo much among them all 
to fupport themfclves and their families: moft of 
them orthodox^ of good life and converfation : as 
loth to fee the fires kindled in Smthfield as his lord- 
Ibipi and at leaft as ready to face them under a 
fopjjb perfecution. But nothing is fo hard for thofe, 
who abound in riches, as to conceive how others 
can be in want. How can the neighbouring vicar 
feel cold or hunger, \vhile my lord is feated by a 
;£oodiire, in the warmeft room of his palace, with 
a dozen diflies before him ? I remember one other 
prelate much of the fame ftamp, who, whep his 
clergy would mention their wifhes that fome zSt of 
parliament might be thought of for the good of the 
church, would fay : Gentlemen^ we are very well as 
we are I if they would let us alone^ wejhouldajk no 
more. 

Sacrilege (fays my lord) in the church of Rome 
is a mortal fm : and is it only fo in the church of 
Rome ? or, is it but a venial fin in the church of 
England? Our litany calls fornication a deadly Jin ; 
and I would appeal to his lordfhip, for fifty years 
paft, whether he thought that or facrilege the dead^ 
liejl? To make light of fach a fin, at the iame 
moment that he is frightening us from an idolatrous 
religion, fhould feem not very confiftcnt, 7hou 
that fay eft a man fhould not commit adultery ^ doji thou 
commit adultery ? Thou that abhorrefi idols^ dojl thou 
commit facrilege f 

To 



^ OF SARUM's INTRODUCTION. 217 

To fmooth the way for the return of popery in 
queen Mary^i time, the grantees were confirmed 
by the p9pi in the poifeflion of the abby lands. 
But the bi(hop tells Ut, that this confirmation was 
fraudulent and invalid. I (hall believe it to be fo, 
although I happen to read it in bis lordAip's hif- 
tory« But he adds, that although the confirmati$n 
had heen good, the priefts would have gat their land 
again by thefe two methods : Firft, The flatute of 
Mortmain was repealed for twenty years', in which 
iime^ no doubt, they reckoned they would recover the 
bejl part of what they had loji : bejides that, engaging 
the ^lergy to renew no leafes was a thing entirely in 
their own power 'y and this, in forty years time, would 
raife their revenues to be about ten times their prefent 
value. Thefe two expedients, for increafing the 
revenues of the church, he reprefents as pernicious 
defigns, fit only to be pradifed in times of popery^ 
and fuch as the laity ought never to confciit to : 
from whence, and from what he faid before about 
tithes, his lordfliip hath freely declared his opinion, 
that the clergy are rich enough, and that the ieaft 
addition to their fubfiftence would be a ftep to- 
wards popery. Now it happens, that the two only 
methods, which could be thought on, with any 
probability of fuccefs, towards fome reafonablc 
augmentation of ecclefiaftical revenues, are here 
rejjeftcd by a bifliop as a means for introducing po- 
pery, and the nation publicly warned againft 
them: whereas the contirtuancc of the ftatute of 
Ahrtmain in full force, after the* church had been 

fo 
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fo terriWy ftripped, appeared to her majcfty'and the 
kingdom a very unnecefTary hardihip ; upon which 
account it was, at feveral times, relaxed by the le- 
giflature. NoWy as the relaxation of that ftatute 
is manifeftly one of the reafons, which gives the 
biibop thofe terrible apprehenfiotts of popery com- 
ing on us; fo I conceive another ground of bis 
fears is the remiffion of t\i^ firft-fruits and tentht 
Bat where the inclination of popery lay, whether 
in her majefty, who propofed this benefa^on, the 
parliament which confirmed, or the clergy who 
accepted it, his lordfiiip bath not thought fit to de- 
termine. 

The other popijh expedient for augmenting 
church revenues is, engaging the clergy to renetv no 
leafei. Several of the moft eminent clergymen have 
afiured me, that nothing has been more wiffaed for, 
by good men, than a law to prevent (at leaft) 
bifhops from letting leafes for lives. I could name 
ten bifliopricks in England^ whofe revenues, one 
with another, do not amount to 600 pounds a year 
for each : and if his lordfliip's, for inftance, would 
be above ten times the value when the lives are 
expired, I fliould think the overplus would not be 
ill difpofed towards an augmentation of fuch as are 
now (hamefully poor. But I do affert, that fuch 
an expedient was not always thought popijh and 
dangerous by this right reverend hiftorian. I hav^ 
haJ the honour formerly to converfe with him; 
and he bath told me feveral years ago, that he la- 
mented extremely the power which bifiiops had of 

letting 
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letting Icafes for lives ; whereby, as he faid, thcjr 
were utterly deprived of ra'ifing their revenues, 
whatever alterations might happen in the value of 
money by length of time. 1 think the reproach of 
betraying private converfation will not, upon this 
account, be laid to my charge. Neither do I be- 
lieve he would have changed his opinion upon any 
fcore, but to take up another more agreeable to 
the maxims of his party, That the lea/i addition of 
property to the church is onejlep towards popery. 

The bilhop goes on with much earneftneft and 
prolixity to prove. That the fope^i confirmation of 
the church lands^ to thofe who held them by king 
Henry's donation, was null and fraudulent; which 
w a point that, I believe, no protejlant in England 
would give three- pence to have his choice, whether 
itfliould be true or falfe. It might, indeed, ferve 
w a paffage in his hiftory, among a thoufand other 
inftances, to detefl: the knavery of the court of 
Rome: but I aik. Where could be the ufe of it in 
this inirodu^ion ? or why all this hafle in publifli- 
ing it at this jundlure ; and fo out of all method, 
apart, and before the work itfelf? He gives his 
reafons in very plain terms ; We are now, it feems, 
\n more danger 0/ popery than towards the end of king 
Charles the fecond's reign. 7hatfctt of men (the^ 
tories) is fo impiovfly corrupted in the pcint of religion^ 
that no fcene of cruelty can frighten them from leaping 
into it i and^ perhaps^ from ailing fuch a part in it 
as may be ajpgned them. He doubts whether the 
high-church clergy have any principles j and there- 
fore 



220 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

fore will be ready to turn ofF their wives, and loofc 
oa the fires kindled in SmitbJuU^s an amaUe view* 
Thefe are the fads he ail along takes for granted^ 
and argues accordingly. Therefore, in defpair of 
difiuading the nobility and gentry of the land from 
introducing popery by any motives of honour, rcli* 
gion^ alliance, or mercy, he aflures them, Tlxd 
ibe pope hath not duly confirmed their titles to the 
church lands in their pojfejion : which therefore raufl 
be infallibly reftored as foon as that religion ii 
cllabliihed among us. 

Thus, in his lordfbip's opinion, there is nothing 
wanting to make the majority of the kingdom, 
both for number, quality, and poflfd&on, immedi- 
ately embrace popery^ except a firm bull from thi 
pope to fecure the abby and other church lands aDd 
tithes to the prefent proprietors and their heirs. If 
this only difficulty could now be adjufted, the/rf- 
Urtder would be reftored next feffion, the tw9 
houfes reconciled to the church of Rome againll 
Ettfter term, and the fires lighted in Smithfield\ri 
Midfummer. Such horrible calumnies againft a na- 
tion are not the lefs injurious to decency, good' 
nature, truth, honour, and religion,' becaiife they 
may be vented with fafety \ and I will appeal to 
any reader of common underftanding,. whethec this 
be not the moft natural and necefTary dedudion 
from the paiTages I have cited and referred to. 

Yet all this is but friendly dealing, in comparifon 
with what he affords the clergy upon the fame ar- 
ticle. He fuppoies that whole reverend body, who 
3 differ 
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ffcr from him in principles of 4:hureb oxftutt^ fo 
r from difliking poptry upon the abovementtoned 
otives of perjury^ quitting their wives j or Burning 
fir relations ; that the hopes of enjoying the aifhy 
ndt would foon bear down all fuch confiderations, 
id be an efFeftual incitement to their perverfiont 
A fo he goes gravely on, as with the only argu* 
ent which he thinks can have any force^ to af« 
re them, that the parochial prie/is in Koman ^* 
}Sc countries J are much poorer than in ours; iJ^c 
feral orders of regulars, and the magnificence of their 
urc&y Avouring all iheir treafure \ and, by confe* 
lence, their hopes are vain of £xpe^ing to be richer 
\er the introduSfion of poptry. 
But after all, his lordfliip defpairs that even this 
^ment will have any force with our abominable 
srgy, becaufe, to ufe his own words. They are an 
flmfiib and degenerate race, who are thinking irf no- 
mg but their prefent advantages ; and^ fo that they 
rj nuwfupport a luxurious and brutal courfe of irre^ 
lar and voluptuous pra^ices, they are eafily hired U 
fray their religion, to fell their country, and give up 
9t liberty and thofe properties, wMch are the prxfej^ 
^icities and glories of this nation. 
He feems to reckon all thefe evils as niatters 
Ujr determined on, and therefore falls into the 
ft ufual form of defpair, by threatening the au- 
ors of thefe miferies with la/ling infamy, and the 
rfis 9f po/Urity uj^on perfidious betrayers of their 
8/?. 

Let 
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Let me turn this paragraph into vulgar language 
fw tbt ufi of the poor ; and ftriiUy adhere to the 
fenfe of the words. I believe, it may be faithfully 
tranflated in the following manner : The bulk of the 
clergy^ and one third of the hijhopsj are fittpid font of 
whores^ who think of nothing but getting money as fion 
as they can ; if they may but procure enough to fupply 
them in gluttony y drunkennefs^ and whoring^ they are 
ready to turn traitors to God and their country^ mi 
fiiake their fUow-fubjeifs Jlaves. The reft of the 
period, about threatening infamy and the curfes 
of pofterlty upon fuch dogs and villains, may ftand 
as it doth in the biihop's own phrafe ; and fb make 
the paragraph all of a piece. 

I will engage, on the other fide, to paraphrafe 
all the rogues and rafcals in the Englijhman^ fo as td 
bring them up exadly to his lordfhip's ftyle : but, 
for my own part, I much prefer the plain Billings^ 
gate way of calling names, becaufe it exprefleth our 
meaning full as well, and would fave abundance 
of time, which is loft by circumlocution : So, for 
inftance, John Dunton^ who is retained on the fame 
fide with the bifliop, calls my lord Treafurer and 
lord Bolingbroke traitors, whoremongers, and Jaco- 
bites ; which three words coft our right reverend 
author thrice as many lines to define them ; and I 
hope bis lordihip doth not think there is any differ^ 
ence in point of morality, whether a man calls me 
traitor in one word, or fays I am one hired to hetrey 
my religion^ and fell my country. 

lam 



OF SARUM's INTRODUCTION. 223 

. lam not furprized to fee the bifliop mention, 
with contempt, all convocations of jthe clergy ; for 
Tok/ul^ Afgil^ Monmouth^ Collins, Tindal, and others 
of the fraternity, talk the very fame language. 
His lordfhip confefleth he is not inclined u expeSf 
much from the affemblies of clergymen. There lies the 
misfortune ; for, if he and fome more of his order 
would corredt their inclinations^ a great deal of good 
might be expe£led from fuch aflemblies ; as much 
as they are now cramped by that fubmiiHon, which 
a corrupt clergy brought upon their innocent fuc- 
ceflbrs. He will not deny that bis copioufnefs in thefe 
matters isj in his own opinion j one tfthe meanejl parts 
if his new work, I will agree with him, unlefs he 
happens to be more copious in any thing elfe. 
However, it is not eafy to coBceive> why he fhould 
be fo copious upon a fubjed): he fo much defpifcth, 
imiefs it were to gratify his ulent of railing at the 
krgyy in the number of whom he difdains to be 
leckoned, becaufe he is a bijhop ; for it is a ftyle I 
)brerve fome prelates have fallen into of late years, 
o talk of the clergymen as if themfelves were not 
i the number. You will read, in many of their 
peeches at Dr. SachevereFs trial, expreflions to this 
tf the like cflFca : My lords, if clergymen be fuffer^ 
i, &c. wherein they feem to have reafon ; and I 
jn pretty confident, that a great majority of the 
lergy were heartily inclined to difown any relation 
bey had to the managers in lawn* However, it 
ras a confounding argument againft prejbytery, that 
liofe prelates, who are mod fufpe^led to lean that 

way 
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way, treated their inferior brethren with battghtU 
iir/j, rigcur^ anJ contempt \ although, to fay the 
truth, nothing better could be hoped for ; becaufi^i 
I believe, it may pafs for an univerfal rule, that, in 
every diocefe governed by bifhops of the whig fpe- 
cies, the clergy (efpecially the poorer fort) arc 
under double cifcipline ; and the laity left to thetn- 
fclves. The opinion of Sir Thomas More^ which 
be produceth to prove the ill confequences or inGg- 
nificancy of convocations, advanceth no fuch thing; j 
but fays, if the clergy ajfembled often^ and might a& \ 
as other ajfemblies of clergy in Chriftendom, much good 
might have come\ but the misfortune lay in their 
long difufe^ and thaty in his own and a good part 
of his father* s time^ they never came togethtry except at 
the command of the prince, 

I fuppofc, his lordfliip thinks there is fome origi- 
nal impediment in the ttudy of divinity, or fecret 
incapacity in a gown and caflhck without lawtt^ 
which dlfqualifies all inferior clergymen from de- 
bating upon fubjeSs of dodrine or difcipline in the 
church. It is a famous faying of his. That be bob 
upon every layman to be an honefl many until bt iSf 
by experience J convinced to the contrary ; and on every 
clergymen as a knave ^ until he finds him to be an bonefi 
fnan. What opinion then muft we have of a lower 
houfe of convocation ; where, I am confident, he 
will hardly find three perfons that ever convinced 
him of their honefty, or will ever be at the pains 
to do it ? Nay, I am afraid they would think fuch 
a conviiSlion might be no very advantageous bar- 
gain, 
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^ii, to gain the charaSer of an honeft man with 
his lordAip, and lofe it with the reft of the world. 

In the famoQs C9nc$ri<n$ that was made between 
Francis L of Fmnti and pope Lio Xi the bilhop 
cells usy that the king and p^p$ tarns t$ a bargain^ 
iy which they iividid tkf libtrties of the Gallican 
:hurcb betivem tbentj and indeed quite enjlavid it. 
Ht intends^ in the third part of his hiftory, which 
)e is going to publifli^ t9 ofen ibis tuhale matter to 
^e wirid. In the mean time, be mentions A>me 
U confcquences to the Gallitan church from that 
'Mcordatej which are worthy to be obferved : The 
harch of France became ajlttue i and this change in 
heir tcnjiitutien put an end not only to national^ but 
ven to provincial fyneds in that kingdom. The affem'- 
flies of the clergy there meet now only to givefsibfi'^ 
Ses^ &c. and he iays» our nation may fee^ by that 
wocesMng^ what it is to deliver Up the ^ential liberties 
fafree conftiuoion to a court. 

All I can gather from this matter is, that our 
;ing Hsnry made a better bargain than his content 
orary Francii^ who divided the liberties of the 
huich between himielf and the pope, while the 
fng of England feited them all to himfelf. Bmt 
ow comes he to number the want of fynods in the 
'rdlUcan church among the grievances of that con» 
iFdaU^ and as a mark of their flavery, fince he 
x^ons all convocations of the clergy in Englani 
I be tifeleis and dangerous ? Or what difference, 
I point of liberty, was there between the GaUican 
lurch under Francis, and the E^g^ wAttHarry f 

Vol. IX. Q, **» 
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For the latter was as much a papiji as the former, 
tinlcfs in the point of obedience to the fee of Romi\ 
and in every quality of a good man or a good 
■ prince (except pcrfonal cotnragc, wherein both were 
equal) the French monarch had the advantage by as 
many degrees as is poffiMe for one man to faaveover 
another. , 

Henry the eighth had no manner of intention to 
change religion in his kingdom ; he c»ntmued to 
pcrfccute and burn prote/fantSj after he had caft off 
the pope^s fupremacy; and, I fuppofe, his ferzure 
of ecclefiaftical revenues (which Francis never at- 
tempted) cannot be reckoned as a mark of the 
church's Kberty. By the quotation the biftop fcts 
down to fliew the flavery of the French church, he 
rcprefents it as a grievance, that bijhops are not now 
eleffed there as formerly^ hit whslly appointed by the 
prince ; and that thefe made by the cottrt have been or* 
dinar ily the chief advancers of fchifms^ herefieSy and 
cpprejfions of the church. He cites another paflagc 
from a Greek writer, and plainly inAnuates, that it 
U juftly applicable to her majefty's reign : princes 
chtifefuch men to that charge (of a brfliop) who maj 
he their JlaveSy and in all things obfequious to whet 
they prefcribey and may lie at -their feet ^ and have net 
fo much as a thought contrary t<f their commands* 
* Thefe are very fingular paffages for his Ibrdfliip 
to fet down, in order to Ihew the difmal confe^ 
quences of the French concordate, by the flavery of 
the GalUcan church compared with the freedom of 
ours. I fiiall not enter imo a long difputej whe- 
ther 
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er it were better for religion, that biihops (hould 
i cboien by the clergy, or people, or both toge- 
er : I l^elieve, our author would give his vote for 
e fecond (which, however, would not have been 
much advantage to hinifelf, and fome others that 
:ould name) ; but I aik, whether biihops are any 
are elected in England than in France f And the 
mt of fynods are, in his own opinion, rather a 
^ng than a grievance, unlefs he will affirm, 
at more good can be expected from a popijh fynod 
&n an Englijb convocation. Did the French clergy 
er receive a greater blow to their liberties than 
I fubmiffion made to Henry the eighth; or fo 
:at a one as the feizure of their lands ? The Re- 
mation owed nothing to the good intentions of 
ng Henry: he was only an inftrument of it (as 
I logicians fpeak) by accident ; nor doth he ap« 
ar^ throughout his whole reign, to have had any 
ler views than thofe of gratifying his infatiable 
re of power, cruelty, oppreifion, and other irre- 
lar appetites. But this kingdom, as well as many 
ler parts of Europe^ was, at that time, generally 
:ary of the corruptions and impofitions of the 
^man court and church \ and difpofed to receive 
>fe doctrines, which Luther and his followers 
d univerfally fpread. Cranmer the archbifbop, 
pmwelly and others of the court, did fecretly em- 
ice the Reformation ; and the king's abrogating 
: popis fupremacy made the people in general 
n into the new doctrine with greater freedom, 
;:aufe they hoped to be fupported in it by the au- 
Q^ 2 tbority 
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ihorify and example of their prince ; who difappoinN 
ed them fo fcr, that he made no other ficp, than 
tcje£ling the p9pc*s fupremacy as a clog upon his 
owrt power and paftons ; but retained every cor- 
ruption befides, and became a cruel perfccutor, as 
well of thofe who denied his own fupremacy, as of 
all others who profeiled any prHeJhnd doctrine^ 
Neither hath any thing difgufied me ftiore in read- 
ing the hiftorics of thofe times, than to fee one of 
the wot ft princes of any age or country celebrated 
as an rnftrument in that glorious work of the Refor* 
ination. 

The bifllop, hatrng gone over all the matters 
that properly fall within his introdu^ion^ proceeds 
to expodulate with feveral forts of people: firft 
with proteftantSy who are no CbfriflianSy fuch as 
atheiJUy deiftiy freethinker s^ and the like enemies to 
Chriftianity : but thefe he treats wrth the tendernefs 
of a friend, becaufe they are all of them of found 
whig principles in church and ftate. However, to 
do him juftice, he lightly toucbcth fome old topicki 
for the truth of the gofpel; and cottcludes, by 
tvijhihg that the freethinkers would confider well^ if 
(anglice, whether) they think it is poffibU to hfing a 
nation to be without any religion at all ; and what ihi 
emfequences of that may pro^je ; and in cafe they il- 
low the negative, he gives it dearly^fbr Cbrifti* 
imity. 

• Secondly, he applicth hirafelf (if I take his 
meaning right) to Chriftian papifts, who ha^e a taflt 
of liberty \ and dciires t&em to eotnpan iht atjitre^ty 

cf 
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0f their own reltgisn with the reafmabUmfi rf the r/- 
fornied: againft which, as good luck would have 
it, I have nothing to obje<St« 

Thirdly, he is fomewhat rough againft his own 
party, who^ having iaftei the fwuts $f proteftant 4- 
hirtj^ can look hack fo tairuly sn popery coming $n 
them ; it looks as if they were bewitched, or that 
the de\al were in them, to be fo negligent. It is 
not enough, that they refolv€ not to turn papifts them" 
felves ; thsy ougpt to awaken all about them^ even tlfi 
mil ignorant and Jlupid, to apprehend their danger^ 
and to exert them/elves with their utmoft indujiry to 
%mrd againjl it, and to reftfl it. If, after all their 
endeavours to prevent it, the corruption of the age, and 
'he art and power of our enemies^ prove too hard for 
u; th:n, and not until then^ we mujl fuhmit to the 
liillofGcA, andhefilent; and prepare ourfelves for 
Uthe extremities of fuffering and of mifery, with a 
;reat deal more of the fame ftrain. 

With due fubmiffion to the profound fagacity of 
^is prelate, who can finell popery at fiv« hundred 
liles diftance, better lYi^n fanaticifm juft under his 
ofe, I take leave to tell Him, that this reproof to 
IS friends, for want of zeal and clamour againft 
^^J^J^ery, and t\iQ pretender, is what they have 
ot^eferved. Are the pamphlets and papers, daily 
ahliflied by the fublime authors of his party, full 
F any thing elfe ? Are not the Queen, the m^- 
tfters, the majority of lords and commons, loudly 
ixed, in print, with t)xxs charge againft them at 
dl length ? Js it not the perpetual ecbo of every 
0^3 «^*'f 
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wAi^ coffee-houfc and club? Have they not quar- 
tered ^^^^ and the pretender upon the peace and 
treaty of commerce ; upon the pofleffing, and quit- 
ting, and keeping, and demoltihing of DUnktrkt 
Have they not clamoured, becaufe the pretender 
Continued in France^ and becaufe he left it?- Have 
they not reported that the tovin fwarmed with 
many thoufand papijls\ when, upon fearch, there 
were never found fo few of that religion in it be- 
fore ? If a clergyman preacheth obedience to the 
higher powers, is he not immediately traduced as a 
papiji ? Can mortal man do more ? To deal plainly, 
my lord, your friends are not ftrong enough yet to 
make an infurre£tion ; and it is unreafonable fo 
expe£t one from them, until their neighbours be 
ready. 

My lord, I have a little ferioufnefs atheartupon 
this pointy where your Iord(hip affeSls to (hew ft) 
much. When you can prove, that one fingle word 
hath ever dropt from any minifter of ftate, in pub- 
lic or privatjy in favour of the pretmder^ or his 
caufe ; when you can make it appear, that, in the 
■coiirfe of this adminiftration, fmce the Qjjeen 
thought fit to change her fervants, there hath one 
ftep becrt made towards weakening the Hanroer 
title, or giving the lead countenance to any other 
whatfocver ; then, and not until then, ga dry your 
chaff 2xi^ Jiubhle^ give fire to the zeal of your fafli- 
on, and reproach them with lukewarmncrCs. 

Fourthly, the bifhop applies himfelf to the torm 
in general ; taking it for granted, after' his charit- 

abit 
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able manner, tbat they are all ready prepared t9 
iotroduce popery. He puts an excufe into tbeir 
DKHiths, by which they would endeavour to jufttfy 
their change of religion : Papiry is tiat what it auas 
iefire the Reformation : things are now much mended, 
oad further correSiiom might be expe^ed^ if lAie xvould 
enter into a treaty with them: in particular ^ theyfe^ 
the error of proceeding feverely with /jeretich ; fa that 
there is no reafon to apprehend the returns offuch crueU 
tleSy as were pra^ifed an age and a half ago. 

This, he aiTures us, is a plea offered by the iories, 
in defence of themfelves, for going, about, at this 
jundure, to cflablifh the popifi religion among us : 
what argument doth he bring to prove the fatSl it* 
fclf? 

^ibns indiciisf quo tefie prsiavit ? 

Nil borum : verbofa et grandis epijlola venit. 

Nothing but this tedious Introductions wherein he 
foppofeth it all along as a thing gianted. That there 
might be a perf?£t union in tke whole ChriftiAn 
church, is a bieffing which every good man wi(h« 
eth, but no reafonable man can hope* That the 
more police Raman cathoiiclcs have, in fcveral 
places, given up fome of tbeir fuperftitious foppe- 
ries, particularly concerning legends, relich, and 
the like, is what no body denies. But the mate« 
rial points in difterence between us and them are 
univcrfally retained and aiTrrted in all their contro* 
verfial writings. . And if his lord(hip really thinks 
that every man, who dtfFers from him under the 
name ef a tory in fome church aqd (late opinions, 
0.4 ' " 
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is ready to believe tranfubftmt(iati§n^ fmrgmory^ the 
infallibility of pope or councils^ to ivtrfifip famts 
auid angils^ and the like ; I can onljr pny God to 
enlighten his vndcrftanding, or graft in his heart 
the firft principles of charity ; a virtue, which fome 
fi^k ought not, by any means, wholly to. re- 
nounce, hcaufe it ctventh a multitmk •fjinu 

Fifthly, the bifliop applies himfelf to his own 
party in both houfes of parliament, whom he ex- 
horts to guard tbeir rtligion and liberty i^^nft ai 
danger^ at what dijlance foever it may apfear.- If 
they are abfent and rtnafi m critical occafans^^ that is 
to fay, if they do not attend dofe next feffion, to 
vote upon all occaiions whatever againft the pn>i- 
ceedings of the Queen and her miniftry, 9r if any 
views of advantage to themfelva prevail on them-' ia 
other wordsj if any of them vote for the bill of 
commerce, in hopes of a place or a penfion, a-tidt 
or a garter ; God may work a deliverana for tu/epm* 
ihir way (that is to fay^ by inviting the Putc;;h} \ 
hut they and their families^ i. e. tbofc who ^re peg« 
ligent, or rtvolxtrs^Jhall pfrijb ; by which }$ meant^ 
they ihall be hanged, as well as the preient miniftry 
and tbeir abettors, as foon as we jrecover ouf 
power ; becaufe the^ let in id^latry^ fupirJliUon emd 
tyrant^ I becaufe they ftood by and fuffered the 
peace to be m^e, (he bill of commerce to ^9^^ aod 
jPunkirk to lie undemolitbed longer than #e ^a.* 
peded, without r^iiing a rebellion I 

His laft application is to the tory clergy, a parcel 
#f blind^ igmrant^ dumi^ Jkipittg^ frtiiy drtmim 

4pgSf 
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•dfigs. A pretty artful epiicopal method is this, of 
calling his brethren as many injurious names as he 
pleafech; It is but quoting a text of fcripture, 
vk^re Che charadters of evil men are defcribed, and 
At thing is done; and, at the fame time, the ap- 
pearances of piety and devotion preferved. I would 
engage, with the help of a good ctnc^rdana^ and 
the liberty of perverting holy writ, to find out as 
many injurious appellations, as the EngUJhman 
throws out' in any of his politic papers, and apply 
them to thofe perfons tuho call good evilj and evil 
good% to thofe who cry without caufe. Every man 
U bis tentj O Ifrael ! and. to thofi who curfg the 
Qu£EN in their hearts f 

Thcfe decent words, he tells us, make up a livety 
iefcription of fuch pafiors as will not fliidy controverfy^ 
twr know the depths of Satan, He means, I fuppofe, 
the controverfy between us and the papi/ls ; for as 
Xo^e freethinkers and dijjptters of every denomina- 
tion, diey are fome of the heft friends to the caufe. 
Now I have been told, there is a body of that kind 
of controverfy publifhed by the London divines, 
which is not to be matched in the world. I be-» 
licvc likewife, there is a good number of the clergy 
at prefent thoroughly verfed in that ftudy 5 after 
which I cannot but give my judgment, that it 
would be a very idle thing for paftors in general to 
bnfy themfelves much in difputes againft popery ; it 
being a dry heavy employment of the mind at beft, 
efpecially when, God be thanked, there is fo little 
9cpiiBoa for it, in the generality of pariflies, through- 
out 
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•wt Ac kingdoiB, and muft be daily Icfe and lc&, 
k the juil fevcf ky of the Uw»» aad the utter aver- 
£e>» of our people from that idolatrous fuperftition. 
If I might be U> bold to name tbofe who have 
Ac honour to be of hi» lordfliip's party, I vrouM 
vcMurt to leH him, that pafi^s have much more 
#ccalioo to ftudy €»9irsv€rfies againft the fcveral 
clafics tA frietbinkers and Sfjenters: the former (I 
beg his Icvdlhip's pardon for faying fo) being a lit* 
tie worfe than papifts^ and both of them more dan* 
g^ou6 atfrefent to our confticution both i» church 
and ftate. Not that I think prt/byterj fo corrupt a 
fjtdem of Chriftian religion as papery ; I believe it is 
not above one third as bad : but I think the fr^j^ 
Uriam^ and their clans of other fanaticks^ of frte^ 
fhinhtn and atbiifts that dangle after them, are as 
well inclined to pull down the prefent eftablifli* 
mcDt of monarchy and religion, as any fett of pa* 
fifis in CbriSendom ;. and therefore that our dan- 
l;cr^ as things now ftand, is infinitely greater from 
ttur proteftant enemies ; becaufe they are much, more 
able to ruin us, and fuU as willing. There is no 
doubt, hut pre(bytery and a commonwealth are lefa 
lormidable evik than popery^ fiavery^ ^xA the pTt» 
UmUr ; for if x\it fanaticks were in power, I (hould 
be In more appiehenfion of being ftarved than 
bu9ned» But there are, probably, in Engknd. forty 
SJJinters of all kinds^ including their brethren -the 
freethinkers^ for one papiji ; and allowing one papiji 
to be as UrribU as three dijentersy it will appear, 
by aritbmetick> that we are thirteen tinies and one 

thir4 
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third more in danger of being ruined by the latter 
thin the former. 

Tift other qualification, neccflary for all pafton^ 
if tbey will not be W/W, ignomnt^ gr^t^^y^ drunken 
dfgfy &c. is to know the depths of Satan, This is 
harder than the former j that a poor gentlemaa 
ought not to be parfon, vicar, or curate of a parifli^ 
except he be cunninger th^n the devil. I am afraid 
it ijmII be difficult to remedy this defed, for one 
manifeft reafon, becaufe whoever had only half 
die cunning of the devil, would never take up 
with a vicarage of ten pounds a year to Jive en at 
Us eafij as my lord exprefleth it ; but feek out for 
fome better livelihood. His lordfhip is of a nation 
very much diftinguiflied for that quality of cunning 
(although they have a great many better) ; and, I 
think, he was never accufed for wanting his (bare. 
However, upon a trial of (kill, I would venture to 
lay fix to four on the devWs fide, who muft be al- 
lowed to be at lead the older praSiitioner. Telling J 
truth (hames him, and rejiftance makes him flyi"' 
but ta attempt outwitting him, is to fight him at 
his own weapon, and, confequently, no cunning; 
at all. ' Another thing I would obferve is, that a 
man may be in the depths of Satan without knowing 
them all ; and fuch a man may be fo far in Satmfs 
depths^ as to be out of his own. One of the depth 
of Satan is to counterfeit an angel of light, Ano^er, 
I believe, is to ftir up the people againft their go- 
vernors by falfe fuggeftions of danger. A third, is 
to be a prompter to falfc brethren^ anj to fend tvolvis 

about 
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about in Jheep^s doathlng. Sometimes be fends Ji* 
juiu about England in the habit and cant oi faM§^ 
ticks ; at other times he hath frnatic miffionariet in 
the habits of — — r. I ihall mention but one more 
of SaiarCs depths \ for I confefs 1 know not the 
hundredth part of them ; and that is, to employ his 
emiilaries in crying out againft remote imaginaiy 
, dangers, by which we may be taken off from de« 
fending ourTelves againft thofe which are really juft 
^ our elbows* 

But bis lordfhip draws towards a amclufioo, 
and bids us hak about^ to cenjidir the datsf^er Wi an 
in before it is too Iat0 ; for he afTures us, we are al- 
ready going into form of the worji parts of popery \ 
like the man, who was fo much in hafte for his 
hew coat, that he put it on the wrong fide out* 
Juricular confcjfton^ priejlly abfolution^ and tbefam* 
fice of the mafs^ have made great progrefs in Eng* 
land^ and nobody hath obferved it: feveral other 
popijb points are carried higher with as^ than by tbf 
priejls themfelves : and fomebody, it foems, had the 
impudence to propofe an union with the Gallican church* 
) have, indeed, heard that Mr. LeJKe publiihed a 
difcourfe to that purpofe, which I have never feens 
nor do I perceive the evil in propoftng an union be- 
tween any two churches in Chriftendom. Without 
doubt, Mr. Leflie is moft unhappily miiled in his 
politicks ; but, if he be the author of the late [b] 
mSt againft popery^ he hath given the world fuch 

^] The Cafe iated. 
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I proof of bis foundnefs in religion, as many a 
hifiitp ought ta be proud of. I never (aw the gen- 
tleman in my life : I know he is the (on of a great 
and excellent prelate, who, upon (everal accounts^ 
was one of the moft extraordinary men of his age* 
Mr. Leflie hath written many ufeful difcourfes upon 
feveral fubjedis, and hath ia well deferved of the 
Chriftian religion, and the church of England in 
particular, that to accufe him of impudence for pro^ 
fifing an union in two very different faiths, is a ftyle 
nrkich, I hope^ few will imitate. I deteft Mr^ 
Lefie^s political principles as much as his lord(hip 
can do for his heart ; but I verily believe be a£ts 
Aom a miftaken conscience, and therefore I dtftin« 
guifl^ between the principles and the perfon. How*^ 
ever, it is ibme mortification to me, when I fee an 
mmued nenjufor contribute more to the confound- 
iag of foperyy than could ever be done by a hundred 
tkottfand fuch introdu^ions as this* 

His lordfliip ends with difcovering a fmall ray of 
OHnfort* God be thanked^ there are many among us 
limtftemd upen the tvateb-towerj and that givefaitb^ 
fkl wandng \ that fttmd in the breach^ and make them^ 
fehes a wall for their church and country ; that cry t$ 
God day and nighty and lie in the daft mourning be* 
fere bim, to avert thofe judgments that feem to hc^en 
Ummrde we. They fear ch into the myflery of iniquity 
Aat is working among usy and acquaint themfehes with 
thai maps of corruption that is in popery. He prays. 
That the number ofthefe may increafe^ and that he rnay 
he of that number y ready either to die in ptaccy or to 
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fed that daHriru he hath ban fnachlng eiavt fifij 
years with his bbod. This being hia laft panignpiit 
I have made bold to tranfcribe the moft imporunt 
parts of it. His deiign is to end after the manner 
of orators, with leaving the firongeft imppwifiiiHi 
poffible upon the minds of his hearers* < A great 
treacb is rnade^ the myftery of popijb iniquity is. purk' 
mg among us ; may God avert thofe judgmentt Aat 
enre baftening towards us\ I am an old' man^'tf 
preacher above fifty years^ and I now expc£l« ind 
am ready, to die a martyr for the dodrines I fatK 
preached. What an amiable idea doth he b«e 
leave upon our minds of her majefty and her go* 
vernment ! he hath been poring ib long upon Aur*; 
book of niartyrs, that he imagines himfeif living 
in the reign of queen Mary^ and is refolved toiet 
up for a knight' errant againft popery^ Upop:the 
fuppoiition of his being in earneft (which \wBPi 
fure he is not), it would require but a very iittk 
more heat of imagination to make a hiftory dt fiidi 
a knight^s adventures. What would be fay to be- 
hold tbe^^i kindled in Smithfield, and all ovtrtbt 
tomt^ on the feventeentb of November i to behold 
the pope borne in triumph on the fhoulder^ cf tbc 
peopley with a cardinal on on^Jide^ and tb€ p^reienfkf 
an the other? He would never believe it waa.<que«a 
Elizabeth's d^y^ but that of her perijecuting, fitter: 
In fliort, bow eaiily might a windmtU U ffiffififr 
the whore of Babylon^ and a pnppet-Jhow foe a jx^ 
1^ proceffion ? 

3 . \hii 
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But Enibttfiajm is none of his lordfliip'^ (acWkyz 
am inclined Co believe, he might be melanchc% 
lOugh, when he writ this Introdu£iion : the <de~ 
m^ at his age, of feeing a faction reftored, tt« 
hich'he hach facriiifed b great a pgrt of bisHEen 
le little fuccefs he can hope for in cafe he ihouU 
fume thofe high^hurch principles in defence .cff 
hich he firft employed his pen : no vifible e3q)eG» 
tion of removing to Farabam^ or Lambeth : .anA 
ftly, the misfortune of being hated by every onc^ 
ho either wears the habit, or values the psofejfi- 
I, of a clergyman* No wonder fuch a ipirit;, in 
ich a iituation, is provoked beyond the regarik 
' truths decency, religion, or felf-convi6lion. T\m 
> him juftice, he feems to have nothing; elfe lefi^ 
it to cry out halun^ gibbets^ faggvti^ inquiftttan^ 
firy^ Jlav£ryj and iht prelefuUr. But in ihe mean 
ne, he little confiders what a world of miCchM 
i doth to his caufe. It is very convenient far ihe 
-efent defigns of (hat fadion, to fpread the opinioA 
' our immediate danger from popery and thefrg^ 
wder. His diredors therefore ought, Jn nvf 
unble opinion, to have employed his lordfhip in 
iblilhing a book, wherein he fliould have affinm* 
I9 by the moft folemn aiTeverations, that all tbtogt 
ero fafe and well ; for the world hath contcaded 
» flroog a habit of believing him backwards, that 
am confident nine parts in ten of thofe, wJie 
ive read or heard of his IntroduSiott^ bav£ ilept 
i greater iecurity ever fince. It is like the one* 
nchol/^tone of a watchman at midni^b^ whs 

thuays 
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thumps with his pole as if fome thief were break- 
ing in ; but you know, by the noife, that the doo: 
is faft. 

However, he thanks God there are many anmi 
Us wUJland ki the breach^ I believe there may ; it 
is a breach of their own making, and tbcy defign 
to come forward, and ftorm and plunder, if they 
be not driven back. They make themfehes a fiOaUfir 
their church and country. A fouth wall, I fuppofe^ 
for all the beft fruits of the church and conntry to be 
nailed on. Let us examine this metaphor. The 
wall of our church and country is built of Chofe, who 
love the conflitution in both : our domeftic ene- 
mies undermine fome parts of the wall^ and {dace 
themfelves in the breach^ and then they cry, ff^e are 
the walL We do not like fuch patch-work ; they 
build with untempered mortar ; nor can they ever 
cement with us, till they get better materials and 
better workmen. God keep us from having our 
breaches made up with fuch rubbifh. Tibeyjtaiul 
upon the Tvatch-tower / they are, indeed, pragma- 
tical enough to do fo ; but who affigned them that 
pod-, to give us folfe intelligence, to alarm U5 with 
falfe dangers, and fend us to defend one gftte^ 
while their accomplices are breaking in at ano^ 
ther i They cry t$ God day and night to mnrt tk 
judgment 9 f papery ^ which feems to kafttn towards as. 
Then I affirm, they are hypocrites by dof^ emdfibh) 
dreamers by night : when they cry unto histt^ he ixdll 
not hear them ; for they cry ag^nfl the pbineft die* 
tates of their own confciencc^ reafon, and beliifi» 
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But, laftly, they lie in the duft mourning before 
him. Hang mc if I believe that, unlefs it be figu- 
ratively fpoken. But fuppofe it to be true, why 
do they Se in the duft ? Becaufe they love to raife it. 
For what do they mourn ? Why, for power, wealAi, 
and places. There let the enemies of the Queen 
and monarchy of the church lie and mourn j and 
Cd the duft Wkt ferpentSy till they arc truly fenfible 
of their ingratitude, falfliood, difobedience, llander, 
blafphemy, fedition, and every evil work. 

I cannot find in my heart to conclude, without 
offering hrs lordfliip a little humble advice upon 
fome certain points, 

Firft, I would advifc him, if it be not too late 
in his life, to endeavour a little at mending his 
ftyle, which is mighty defedlive in the circumftances 
of grammar, propriety, politenefs, and fmooth* 
nefs. I fancied at firft it might be owing to the 
prevalence of his paffion, as people fputter out non* 
fenfe for hafte, when they are in a rage. And, in- 
deed, I believe this before me hath received fome 
additional imperfedions from that occafion. But 
whoever hath heard his fermons, or read his other 
tra&s, will find him very unhappy in the choice 
and difpofition of his words ; and, for want of va« 
riety, repeating them, efpecially the particles, in a 
manner very grating to an Englijb ear. But I con- 
fine-, myfelf to this Introdu&ionj as his laft work> 
iHiere, endeavouring at rhetorical ^u/^rx, he gives 
111 only bunches of ihijlles ; of which I could pre- 

Vol. IX. R fcnt 
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fent the reader with a plentiful crop ; but I refer 
him to every page and line of the pamphlet itfelf. 

Secondly, I would moft humbly advife his lord- 
Ibip to examine a little into the nature of Truths 
and fometimes to hear whaty^^ fays. I fliall pro- 
duce two inftances among an hundred. When he 
aflerts, that we are new in more danger of popery 
jAtf« towards the end of king Charles the fecond's 
reign ; and gives the broadeft hints, that the 
Queen, the miniftry, the parliament, and the 
clergy, are juft going to introduce it; I deiire to 
know whether he really thinks Truih is of his fide, 
or whether he be not iwvQjhe is againft him ? If the 
latter, then Truth and he will be found in two dif- 
.ferent ftories, and which are we to believe ? Again, 
when he gravely advifes the tories not to Ught the 
fires in Smithfieldy and goes on, in twenty places 
already quoted, as if the bargain was made for/^ 
fery v^nijlavery to enter j I aflc again, whether be 
hath rightly confidered the nature of Truth ? I de- 
fire to put a parallel cafe* SuppoTe his lordihip 
fliould take it into his fancy to write and publiilh a 
letter to any gentleman of no infamous chara£):er 
for his religion or morab; and there advife him 
with great earneftnefs not to rob or fire churches, 
ravifli his daughter^ or murder his father; ihtvf 
him the fin and danger of thefe enormities ; that, if 
be flattered himfelf he could efcape in difguife, 
or bribe his jury, he was grievoufly miftaken; that 
he muft, in all probability,^ forfeit his goods and 
chattels^ die an i^nominous death, and be curft by 

pofterity ; 
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pofterity : would not fuch a gentleman juftly think 
himfelf highly injured, although his lordihip did 
not adirm, that the faid gentleman had picklocks 
or combuAibks ready i that he had attempted his 
daughter, and drawn his fword againft his father in 
order to ftab him ? whereas^ in the other cafe, this 
writer affirms over and over, that all attempts for 
introducing popery 2indJIavery are already made, the 
whole bufinefs concerted, and that little lefs than a 
miracle can prevent our ruin. 

Thirdly, I could heartily wifti his lordfhip would 
not undertake to charge the opinions of one or two, 
and thofe probably nonjurors^ upon the whole body 
of the nation that differs from him. Mr. Lejlie writ 
a propofat for an union with the Gallican church r 
fomebody elfe hath carried the necejjity of priejihood 
in the point of baptifm farther than popery : a third 
hath ajferted the independency of the church on thejlate^ 
and in many things arraigned the fupremacy of the 
crown* Then he fpeaks in a dubious infinuating 
way, as if fome other popijh tenets had been al- 
ready advanced, and at laft concludes in this af* 
fe<^ed ftrain of defpondency ; What will all thefe 
things end in ? And on what dejign are they driven ? 
JlaSf it is too vijible ! It is as clear as the fun, that 
thefe authors are encouraged, by the minijlry^ with 
a defign to bring in popery \ and in popery all thefe 
things will end. 

I never was fo uncharitable to believe that the 

whole party^ of which his lordfliip profeffeth him-» 

fclf a member, had a real formed defign of eftablifli- 
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ing titba/m among us. The reafon why the whigi 
have takea the atbiifis or freethinkers into their 
body is, becaufe they wholly agree in their political 
fcbanes, and differ very little in church power and 
dHdpline. However, I could turn the argument 
againft his lonMhip with very great advantage by 
quoting paflages from fifty pamphlets wholly made 
up of wbigp/m and aibeifiny and then conclude, 
IfT^ will eJl theft things end in ? And on what deftgn 
mre they driven ? AlaSy it is too vijible ! 

Laftly, I would beg his lordfliip not to be fo ex- 
ceedingly outrageous upon the memory of the dead \ 
becaufe it is highly probable, that, in a very fhort 
time, be will be one of the number. He hath, in 
plain words, given Mr. Wharton the character of a 
moft malicious, revengeful, treacherous, lying, 
mercenary villain. To which I {hall only fay, that 
die dired reverie of this amiable defcription is what 
appears from the worlds of that moft learned di- 
vine, and from the accounts given me by thofe, 
who knew him much better than the bifhop feemt 
to have done. I meddle not with the moral part 
of this treatment. God Almighty forgive his lord- 
ihip this manner of revenging himfelf ; and then 
there will be but little confequence from an accu- • 
fation, which the dead cannot y>//, and which none 
of the Uving will believe. 
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Written in the Year 1725 [c]. 

N handling this fubjeft, I fhall proceed wholly 
upon the fuppolition, that thofe of our party^ 

profefs themfelves members of the church 
.blifhed, and under the apoftolical government 
3j{hops, do deiire the continuance and tranfmif« 

1 of it to pofterity^ at kaft in as good a coqdition 
t is at prefent : becaufe^ as this dificourfe is not 
:ulated for diflenters of any kind, fo neither will 
nit the talk or fentiments of thofe perfons, who, 
h the denomination of churchmen, are oppreT- 
i of the inferior clergy, and perpetually quarrel* 
J at the great incomes of the bifliops 5 which is 
aditional cant delivered down from former times^ 

continued with great reafon, although it be 
7 near two hundred years fince almoft three parts 

The general fubje^l of this pamphlet leads me to recoiled t 
nflance much to the dean*s honour \ he could n6ver be induced 
:e fines for any of the chapter lands \ he always chofe to raile 
mts, as the method leaft oppreflive to the prefent tenant, an4 
advantageous to all future tenants and landlords* Ok a i n y« 
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in four of the church revenues have been taken 
from the clergy, befides the fpoils that have been 
gradually made ever fmce of glebes and other lands, 
by the confufion of times, the fraud of encroach- 
ing • neighbours, or the power of oppreffors too 
greit to be encountered. 

About the time of the Reformation, many popijh 
bifhops of this kingdom, knowing they muft have 
been foon rejected if they would not change their 
religion, made long leafes and fee-farms of great 
part of their lands, referving very inconHderable 
rents, fometimes only a chiefry, by a power they 
aiTumed dire&ly contrary to many ancient canons, 
yet confident enough with the common law. This 
trade held on for many years after the bifhops be- 
came proteftants ; and fome of their names are dill 
remembered with infamy, on account of enrich- 
ing their families by fuch facrilegious alienations. 
By thefe means epifcopal revenues were fo low re- 
duced, that three or four fees were often united to 
make a tolerable competency. For fome remedy 
to this evil, king James the firll, by a bounty, that 
became a good Chriftian prince, beftowed feveral 
forfeited lands on the northern bifliopricks : but, in 
all other parts of the kingdom, the church conti« 
nued ftill in the fame diftrefs and poverty j fome 
of the fees hardly pofllffing enough to maintain a 
country vicar. About the middle of king Charles 
the firft's ^eign, the legiflature here thought fit to 
put a flop at leaft to any farther alienations j and 
fo a law was ena^ed, prohibiting all biibops and 

' other 



THE.POWER OF BISHOPS. 249 

other ccclcfiaftical corporations from fetting their 
lands for above the term of twenty-one years ; the 
rent referved to be one half of the real value of fuch 
lands at the time they were fet, without which 
condition the leafe to be void. 

Soon after the Reftoration of king Ciarles the 
fecondy the parliament taking into confideracion the 
ffliferable eftate of the church, certain lands, by 
way of augmentation, were granted to eight bifliops 
in the z& of fettlement, and confirmed in the zQ. 
of explanation ; of which bounty, as I remember, 
three fees were, in a great meafure defeated ; but 
by what accidents, it is not here of any iir.ponance 
to relate. 

This, at prefent, is the condition of the church 
in Ireland with regard to epifcopal revenues : which 
I have thus briefly (and perhaps imperfciSily) de- 
duced for fome information to thofe, whofe thoughts 
do not lead them to fuch confiderations. 

By virtue of the ftatute already mentioned, under 
king Charles the firft, limiting ecclefiaftical bodies 
to the term of twenty-one years under the referved 
rent of half real value, the bifhops have had fome 
(hare in the gradual rife of lands, without which 
they could not have been fupported with any com- 
mon decency that might become their ftation. It 
is above eighty years fmce the paffing of that a£l : 
the fee of Meatb, one of the beft in the kingdom, 
was then worth about 400/. per annum ; the poorer 
ones in the fame proportion. If this were their 
prefent cpndition^ I cannot conceive how they. 

would 
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would have been able to pay for their patents, or 
buy their robes ; but this will certainly be the con* 
dition of their fuccefTors, if fuch a bill Ihould pafs, 
as they fay is now intended, which I will fuppofe; 
and believe many perfons, who may give a vote for 
it, are not aware of. 

However, this is the zA which is now attempted 
to be repealed, or at leaft eluded; fome are for 
giving bifhops leave to lett fee-farms, others would 
allow them to lett leafes for lives ; and the moft 
moderate would repeal that claufe, by which the 
bifhops are bound to lett their lands at half value* 

The reafons for the rife of value in lands arc of 
two kinds. Of the firft kind, are long peace and 
fettlement after the devaftations of war; plantati- 
ons, improvements of bad foil, recovery of bogs 
and marfhes, advancement of trade and manufac- 
tures, increafe of inhabitants, encouragement of 
agriculture, and the like. * 

But there is another reafon for the rife of land, 
more gradual, conftant and certain; which will 
have its efFefts in countries that arc very far from 
flourifhing in any of the advantages I have juft 
mentioned : I mean the perpetual decreafe in the value 
of gold andfilver. I fliall difcourfe upon thefe two 
different heads with a view towards the bill now 
attempted. # 

As to the firft : I cannot fee how this kingdom 
IS at any heighth of improvement, while four parts 
in five of the plantations for thirty years paft have 
been real dif-improvements ; nine in ten of the 

quickf€t« 
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quickfet-hedgcs being ruined for want of care or 
^1. And as to foreft trees, they being often 
taken out of woods, and planted in fingle rows on 
the tops of ditches, it is impoflible they fliould 
grow to be of ufe, beauty, or flielter. Neither 
can it be faid, that the foil of Ireland is improved 
to its full beighth, while fo much lies all winter 
under water, and the bogs made almoft defperate ' 
by the ill cutting of the turf. There hath indeed 
l^een fome little improvement in the manufactures 
of linen and woollen, although very Chort of per- 
fedion ; but our trade was never in fo low a con- 
dition; and as to agriculture, of which all wife 
nations have been fo tender, the defolation made 
in the country, by engrofling graziers, and the 
great yearly importation of corn from England^ are 
lamentable inftances under what difcouragement it 
lies. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe mortifications, I 
fuppofe there is no well-wifher to his country 
without a little hope, that in time the kingdom 
may be on a better foot in fome of the articles 
above-mentioned. But it would be hard, if eccle- 
fiaftical bodies (hould be the only perfons excluded 
from any fliare in public advantages, which yet can 
never happen, without a greater {bare of profit to 
Aeir tenants. If God fends rain equally upon the 
juft and the unjuji^ why fliould thofe, who wait at 
his altars, and are inftru£lbrs of the people, be cut 
oflF from partaking in the general benefits of law, 

or of oature ? 

But, 
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But, as this way of reafoning may feetn to bear 
a more favourable eye to the clergy than perhaps 
will fuit with the prefent difpofition or faihion ol 
the age ; I (hall therefore dwell more largely upon 
the fecond reafon for the rife of land, whidi is the 
perpetual decreafe of the value of gold andfiher. 

This may be obferved from the courfe of the 
Roman hiilory above two thoufand years before 
thofe inexhauftible filver mines of Potofi were 
known* The value of an obolusj and of every 
other coin, between the time of Romulus and that 
of Auguflm^ gradually funk above five parts in fix, 
as 2pp:ars by feveral paflTages out of the beft au- 
thors. And yet the prodigious wealth of that ftate 
did not arifc from the increafe of bullion in the 
world by the difcovery of new mines, but from a 
much more accidental caufe, which was the fpread- 
ing of their cbnquefts, and thereby importing into 
Rome and Italy the riches of the eaft and weft. 

When the feat of empire was removed to Cwr- 
/lantinople, the tide of money flowed that way 
without ever returning ; and was fcattered in J/ia. 
But when that mighty empire was overthrown by 
the northern people, fuch a ftop was put to all trade 
and commerce, that vaft fums of money were bu- 
ried to efcape the plundering of the conquerors; 
and what remained was carried oiF by thofe ra« 
vagers. 

It were no difficult matter to compute the va- 
lue of money in England during the Saxon reigns ; 
but the monkifh, and other writers, fince the Con- 

queft, 
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queft, have put that matter in a clearer light, by 
ibe feveral accounts they have given us of the va-> 
lue of corn and cattle in years of dearth and plenty. 
Every one knows that king 'JohrCs whole portion, 
before he came to the crown, was but five thou«> 
land pounds, without a foot of land, 

I have likewife feen the ileward's account of an 
ancient noble family in England^ written in Latin 
between three and four hundred years ago, with the 
feveral prices of wine and vidluals, to confirm my 
obfervations, 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as 
others have done) the different values of money for 
about four hundred years paft* Henry duke oi Lan^ 
tafter^ who lived about that period, founded an hof- 
pital in Leicefter for a certain number of old men, 
charging his lands with a groat a week to each for 
their maintenance, which is to this day duly paid 
them. In thofe times, a penny was equal to ten 
pence half-penny, and fomewhat more than half a 
fiuthing in ours \ which makes about eight ninths 
difference. 

This is plain alfo from the old cuflom upon 
many eftates in England to lett for leafes of lives 
(renewable at pleafure) where the refcrved rent is 
ufually about twelve pence a pound, which then was 
near the half real value : and, although the fines be 
not fixed, yet the landlord gets altogether not a- 
bove three (hillings in the pound of the worth of 
his land : and the tenants are fo wedded to this 

cuftom. 
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cuftom, that, if the owner fuffer three live« to ex- 
pire, none of them will take a leafe on other con- 
ditions ; or, if he brings in a foreigner who wi]l a* 
gree to pay a reafonable rent, the other tenants, 
by all manner of injuries, will make that foreigner 
fo uneafy, that he muft be forced to quit the farm j 
as the late earl of Bath felt by the experience of 
above ten thoufand pounds lofs. 

The gradual decreafe, for about two hundred 
years after, was not confiderable ; and therefore I do 
not rely on the account given by fome hiftorians, 
that Harry the feventh left behind him eighteen 
hundred thoufand pounds j for, although the Wffi' 
Indies were difcovered before his deaths and altbo* 
he had the bed talents and inftruments for exact- 
ing of money ever poffeffcd by any prince {ince the 
time of Vefpaftan (whom he refembled in many 
particulars), yet, I conceive, that in his days the 
whole coin of England could hardly amount to fuch 
a fum. For, in the reign of Philip and Mary^ 

Sir Cockain oi Derbyjhire^ the beft houfc-keeper 

of his quality in the county, allowed his lady fifty 
pounds a year for maintaining the family, one pound 
a year wages to each fervant, and two pounds to 
the fteward ; as I was told by a perfon of quality, 
who had feen the original account of his oeconomy* 
Now, this fum of fifty pounds, added to the ad- 
vantages of a large domain, might be equal to 
about five hundred pounds a year at prefent^ or 
fomewhat more than iowx fifths. 

The 
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The great plenty of filver in England began In 
queen Elizabeth^s reign, when Drake and others 
took vaft quantities of coin and bullion from the 
Spaniards^ either upon their own American coafts, 
or in their return to Spain. However, fo much 
hath been imported annually from that time to this, 
that the value of money in England^ and moft parts 
of Europe^ is funk above one half within the fpace 
of an hundred years, notwithftanding the great ex- 
port of filver, for above eight years paft, to the 
Eaft-Indies^ from whence it never returns. But 
g<5ld, not being liable to the fame accident, and by 
new difcoveries growing every day more plentiful, 
feenis in danger of becoming a drug. 

This hath been the progrefs of the value of mo- 
ney in former ages ; and muft, of necefEty, continue 
fo for the future, without fome new invafion of 
Gethi and Vandals^ to deftroy law, property, and re- 
ligion, alter the very face of nature, and turn the 
world upfide down. 

I muft repeat, that what I am to fay upon the 
fubje£l is intended only for the convidion of 
thofe among our own party^ who are true lovers of 
the church, and would be glad it (hould continue 
in a tolerable degree of profperity to the end of tha 
world. 

The church is fuppofed to laft for ever both in 
its difcipline and dodtrine ; which is a privilege 
common to every petty corporation, who muft like- 
wife obferve the laws of their foundation. If a 

gentleman's 
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gentleman's eftate, which now yields him a thou 
(knd pounds a year, had been fet for ever at th 
higheft value even in the flourifhing days of kin 
Charles the iecond, would it now amount to abov 
four or five hundred at moft ? What if this ha 
happened two or three hundred years ago ; wcml 
the referved rent at this day be any more than 
fmall chiefry ? Suppofe the revenues of a bUkop t 
have been under the fame circumftances ; could b 
now be able to perform works of hofpitality an 
charity ? Thus, if the revenues of a bifhop be li 
mited to a thoufand pounds a year; how will hi 
fuccefTor be in a condition to fupport his ftatio 
with decency, when the fame denomination c 
money fhall not anfwer an half, a quarter, or a 
eighth part of that fum ? Which muft, unavoida 
bly, be the confcquence of- any bill to elude tfa 
limiting a£t, whereby the church was prefenre 
from utter ruin. 

The fame reafon holds good in all corporatioin 
whatfoever, who cannot follow a more perniciou 
praftice than that of granting perpetuities, £0 
which many of them fmart to this day; althougi 
the leaders among them are often fo ftupid as no 
to perceive it, or fometimes fo knavi(h as to fin< 
their private account in cheating the community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of dii 
growing evil about an hundred years ago; and 
inftead of limiting their rents to a certain fum o 
money, prevailed with their tenants to pay the pria 
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of fo many barrels of corn to be valued as the 
market went at two feafons (as I remember) in the 
year. For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinfic 
value, which gold and filver are not: and, by this 
invention, thefe colleges have preferved a tolerable 
fubfiftence for their fellows and ftudents to this 
day* 

The prefent bifhops will, indeed, be no fufFerers 
by fuch a bill ; becaufe, their ages confidered, they 
cannot exped to fee any great decreafe in the value 
of money; or at worft they can make it up in the 
fines, which will, probably, be greater than ufual 
upon the change of leafes into fee-farms or lives; 
or without the power of obliging their tenants to 
t real half value. And, as I cannot well blame 
them for taking fuch advantages (confidering the 
nature of human kind) when the queftion is only, 
whether the money ihall be put into their own or 
another man's pocket : fo they will never be excu- 
fable before God or man, if they do not, to their 
death, oppofe, declare, and proteft againft any fuch 
bill, as muft, in its confequenccs, complete the ruin 
of the church, and of their own order in this king- 
dom. 

If the fortune of a private perfon be diminiflied 
by the weaknefs or inadvertency of his anceftors, 
in letting leafes for ever at low rents, the world 
lies open to his induftry for purchafing of more ; 
but the church is barred by a dead hand -y or, if it 
were otherwife, yet the cuftom of making bequefts 
to it hath been out of practice for almoft two hun- 

Vol. IX. S dred 
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drcd years, and a great deal direSify contrary hath 
been its fortune. 

I have been aiTured by a perfon of fome confe- 
quence, to whom I am likewife obliged for the ac* 
count of fome other fads already related, that the 
late [^j bi{hop of Salijbury (the greateft whig (A 
that bench in his days) confeflTed to him, that the 
liberty which bifliops in England have of letting 
leafes for lives, would, in his opinion, be one day 
the ruin of epifcopacy there; and thought the 
church, in this kingdom, happy by the liovit^tioa 

aa. 

And have we not already found the effe£l of this 
different proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not 
two Englijh prelates quitted their peerage and feats 
in parliament, in a nation of freedom^ for the fake 
of a more ample revenue even in this unhappy 
kingdom, rather than lie under the mortification of 
living below their dignity at home I For which, 
however, they cannot be juftly cenfured. I know, 
indeed, fome perfons, who offer as an argument 
for repealing the limiting bill, that it may, in future 
ages, prevent the pra£iic6 of providing this king- 
dom with bifhops from Englandj when the only 
temptation will be removed. And they alledge, 
that, as things have gone for fome years paft, gen- 
tlemen will grow difcouraged from fending their 
fons to the univerfity, and from fuffering them to 
enter into holy orders, when they are likely to 
languiih under a curacy or fmall vicarage to th& 

{i\ Dr. Bumtt. 

S «nd 
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i of their lives: But this is all a vain imagina* 
n; for the decreafe, in the value of money, will 
tally zffeQ: both kingdoms : and befides, when 
idpricks here grow too fmall to invite over men 
credit and confe4uehce, they Mrill be left more 
y tb the difpofal of a chief governor, who can 
er fail of foitie wbrthlefs illiterate chaplain, fond 
I title and precedence. Thus will that whole 
ch, in an age or two, be compofed of mean, 
>rant, fawning gownmen, humble (bppliants 
dependents upon the court for a morfel of bread, 
ready to ferve every turn that (hall be demanded 
fi them in hopes of getting fome commendam 
:ed to their fees ; which muft then be the trade, 
t is now too much in England^ to the great dif« 
ragement of the inferior clergy. Neither is 
practice without example among us. 
t is now about eighty-five years fince the paf- - 
of that limiting a£i, and there is but one in- 
ce, in the memory of man, of a bUhop's leafe 
xn upon the plea of not being ftatutable ; which, 
very body's opinion, could have been loft by no • 
T perfon than he, who was then tenant, and 
)ened to be very ungracious in his country. In 
prefent \e\ bilbop of MeatVs cafe that plea 
not avail, although the leafe were notorioufly 
atutablej the rent referved being, as I have 
I told, not a feventh part of the real value; yet 
jury, upon their oaths^ very gravely found it to 

[e] Dr, Evans, zft^eljbmtn* 

8 2 be 
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be according to the ftatute ; and one of them was 
heard to fay, that he would eat his JhoeSj before he 
would give a verdift for the bifhop. A very few 
more have made the fame attempt with as little fuc- 
cefs* Every bi(hop and other ecclefiaftical body 
reckon forty pounds in an hundred to be a reafon- 
able half value ; or, if it be only a third part, it 
feldom or never breeds any difference between land- 
lord and tenant. But when the rent is from five to 
nine, or ten parts, lefs than the worth, the biihop, 
if he confults the good of his fee, will be apt to ex- 
poftulate \ and the tenant, if he be an honeft man. 
Will have fome regard to the reafonablenefs and juf- 
tice of the demand, fo as to yield to a moderate ad- 
vancement, rather than engage in a fuit, where law 
and equity are direftly againft him. By thefe 
means, the bifliops have been fo true to their trufts, 
as to procure fome fmall (hare in the advancement 
of rents ; although it be notorious, that they do 
not receive the third penny (fines included) of the 
real value of their lands throughout the king-^ 
dom* 

I was never able to imagine what inconvemence 
could acrue to the publick by one or two thoufaad 
pounds a year in the hands of a protedant biihopi 
any more than of a lay perfon [/]. The former, 
generally fpeaking, liveth as pioufly and hofpitably 
as the other i pays his debts as honeftly, and fpends 

fy3 This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period when 
the whole was written, which wa« in xyaj, whea (averal of queen 
Antu^i biihops were Uvijig* '^ 

as 



THE POWER OF BISHOPS. 261 

ta much of his revenue among his tenants : befides, 
if they be his immediate tenants, you may diftjn- 
guilh them at firft fight by their habits and horfcs ; 
or, if you go to their houfes, by their comfortable 
way of living. But the misfortune is, that fuch 
immediate tenants, generally fpeaking, have others 
under them, and fo a third and fourth in fubordina* 
tion, till it comes to the ivelder (as they call him) 
who fits at a rack-rent, ancT lives asmiferably as 
ui Irifo farmer upon a new leafe from a lay land- 
lord. But fuppofe a bifliop happens to be avarici- 
ous (as being compofed of the fame fiufF with other 
men) the confequence to the.publick is no worfe 
than if he were a fquire ; for he leaves his fortune to 
bis fon, or neax relation, who, if he be rich enough, 
will never think of entering into the church. ' 

And as there can be no difad vantage to the pub* 
lick in a proteftant country, that a man fliould 
hold lands as a hijh^py any mote than if he. wer^ % 
ipnporal perCon ; fo it is of ;great advantage ^ the 
community:, wh^e a biihop lives a^ he ought to do. 
He is bound in confcienqc: to .rcfide in his diogefe^ 
and, by a folemn promife, to keep hofpitality; his 
eftate is fpent in the kingdom, not remitted to Eng-^ 
land; he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is ax^ 
example of virtue both to them and the people. 
Suppofe him an ill man ; yet his very charaAer will 
i$Fith-hold him from any great or open exorbitant 
qies. But in fa<3 it muft be allowed, that fome bi- 
fliops of this kingdom, within twenty years paft, 
have done vtry fignal and lafting afls of i>«klic 
S3 ' cTiarhy j 
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charity ; great inftances whereof are the [g] late and 
[b] prefent primate, and the lord [/J archbifliop of 
Dublin that now is, who hath left memorials of hii 
bounty in many parts of his province. I might 
add the bifliop of [^] Raphoey and federal others: 
not forgetting the late dean of Jiawn, Dr. Prattf 
who beftowed one thoufand pounds upon the uni- 
iHrrfitys which foundation (that I may obferve by 
the way) if the bill propofed (hould pafs, would be 
in the fame circumftances with the bifhops, nor 
«vcr able again to advance the ftipends of the 
Mlows and ftudents, as lately they found it necef- 
&nr to do; the determinate fum appointed by the 
llatut» for commons being not half fufficient, by 
die I4U of moDcy^ to afibrd necefikry fuftenance. 
Bttt the |!«Sns of fuch a bill muft put an end to 
att ccdeHaftkiJ beneficence for the time to come ; 
a»l whether this wtU be fupplied by thofe who are 
«»i«ttp the bene&t, better Aaa it hath been done by 
Ae y jJ i tc « of unpfopriate tithes» who received them 
iifiMi the oU church conditioiis of keeping hofpita- 
lkt<w k w2! he eafjr to conjeaure. 

T^ Ji^^M^ t^ut pifiAjr fttch a bill would be a 
(im4 e«KvMK;i|{;tnent to improve bifliops lands, is a 
|^««: <etvr« 1$ it not the general mtthod of land- 
kM^ r.^ wft^ tV cxmtkva of a kafe» and then cant 
Ikctc W»& K> the h^ieft bidder ? and what ihould 
hiists thewMCMiifecobetabeii in church leaies^ 
^^« tfce i^»t»WBi ii HWUiii of paying half *c 
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real value to the bifliop ? In riding through the 
country, how few improvements do we fee upon 
the eftates of laymen, farther than about their own 
domains? To fay the truth, it is a great misfortune 
as well to the publick, as to the bifhops themfelves, 
chat their lands are generally let to lords and great 
fquiress who, in reafotf, were never defigned to be 
tenants ; and therefore may naturally murmur at the 
payment of rent, as a fubferviency they were not 
IxH-n to. If the tenants to the church were boneft 
farmers, they would pay their fines and rents with 
chearfulnefs, improve their lands, and thank God 
Aey were to give but a moderate half value for what 
they held, I have heard a man, of a thoufand pounds 
a year, talk with great contempt of biihops leafes, 
as being on a worfe foot than the reft of bis eftate ; 
and he had certainly reafbn : My anfwer was, that 
fuch leafes were originally intended only for the be- 
nefit of induftrious hufbandmen, who would think 
it a great bleffing to be fo provided for, inftead of 
having bis farm fcrewed up to the heigbth, not 
eating one comfortable meal in a year, nor able to 
Bnd flioes for his children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue by 
fuch a bill, except the preventing perjury in jury- 
men, and falfe dealing in tenants ; which is a re- 
medy like that of giving my money to an highway- 
man, before he attempts touke it by force; and 
(b I A^alL be fure to prevent the fin of robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have made 

ui end i when a bookfeller fent me a fmaD pamphlet, 

S 4 entitled 
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entitled, The cafe of laity ^ with fome queries \ full of 
t)ie ftrongeft malice againft the clergy, that I have 
any where met with fince the reign of Toland^ and 
others of that tribe. Thefe kinds of advocates do 
infinite mifchief to our good Cause, by giving 
grounds to the unjuft reproaches of Tories and 
Jacobites, who charge us with being enemies to 
the church. If I bear an hearty unfeigned loyalty 
to his majefty king GEORGE and the houfe of /fc- 
nover^ not ihaken in the lead by the hardfhips we 
lie under, which never can be imputable to fo gra- 
cious a prince; if I fincerely adjure the Pretek- 
DER, and all Popish Successors 5 if I bear a due 
veneration to the glorious memory of the late king 
WILLIAM^ who preferved thefe kingdoms from 
Popery and Slavery with the expence of his blood, 
and hazard of his life ; and laftly, if I am for a 
proper indulgence to all Sjfentersy I think nothing 
more can be reafonably demanded of ;»f as a Whig, 
^ndthatmy political c^techifm is full and complete* 
But whoever, undqr the fhelter of that party deno- 
mination, and of many great profefEons of loyalty, 
would deftroy, or undermine, or injure the Church 
efiabliihed; I utterly difown him, and think he 
ought to chufe anotlier name of diftinflion for hitn- 
felf and his adherents. I came intp the caufe upon 
other principles, which, by the grace of God, I 
mean to prefcrve as long as I live. Shall we juftify 
the accufations of our adverfaries ? ' Hoc Itbacus ve^ 
lit. — The Tories and Jacobite^ will behold us, 

with a malicious ple;irure, determined upon tl^c ruia 

■ ^ ■ ■=.■■•.-,. .^f 
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cf ouv friends. For is not the prefent fett of bifliops 
altnoft intlrely of that number, as well as a great 
majority of the principal clergy ? And a fliort time 
will reduce the whole by vacancies upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine 
what I have already faid, will eafily anfwer the bold 
queriis in the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be 
convinced, that the reafon Jiill Jlrongly exlfts^ f$r 
which that limiting law was enadied. A reafona- 
ble man will wonder, where can be the infufferable 
grievance^ that an ecclcfiajlical landlord (hould expefl: 
a moderate, or a third part value in rent for his 
lands, when his tide is at leaft as ancient and as 
legal as that of a layman ; who is yet but feldom 
guilty of giving fuch beneficial bargains. Has the 
nation been thrdwn Into confufton ? and have many 
poor families been ruined by rack-rents paid for the 
lands of the church ? does the nation cry out to have 
a law that muft, in time, fend their bifhops a beg- 
ging ? But, God be thanked, the clamours of ene- 
mies to the church is not yet the cry^ and, I hope, 
will never prove the voice of the nation. The clergy, 
I conceive, will hardly allow that the people main" 
tain themy any more than in the fenfe that all land- 
lords whatfoever are maintained by the people. 
Such aflTertions as thefe, and the infmuations they 
carry along with them, proceed from principles 
which cannot be avowed by thofe, who are for 
prefcrving the happy ccnjiliutlon in church zn^fiate. 
Whoever were the propofers of fuch queries^ it might 
have provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps 

with 
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with more jufticc than prudence, by (hewing at 
whofc door the grievance lies, and that the bifhops 
at leajl are not to anfwer for the poverty of te- 
nants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges 
the epifcopal rent-roll almoft one half, let me fup- 
pofe that all the church lands in the kingdom were 
thrown up to the laity ; would the tenants, in fuch 
a cafe, fit eafier in their rents than they do now I 
or would the money be equally fpent in the king- 
dom ? No ; the farmer would be fcrewed up to the 
utmoft penny by the agents and ftewards of abfeU' 
tee$y and the revenues employed in making a figure 
at London ; to which city a full third part of the 
whole Income of Ireland is annually returned, to anf- 
wer that fingle article of maintenance for Irijb land- 
lords* 

Another of his quarrels is againft pluralities and 
non-reftdence. As to the former, it is a word of ill 
name, but not well underftood. The clergy hav- 
ing been ftripped of the greateft part of their reve- 
nues, the glebes bemg generally loft, the tithes in 
the hands of laymen, the churches demoli ihed, and 
the country depopulated; in order to preferve a 
face of Chriflianityj it was neceflary to unite fmall 
vicarages fufficient to make a tolerable maintenance 
for a minifter. The profit of ten or a dozen of 
thefe unions^ feldom amounts to above eighty or 
an hundred pounds a year. If there be a very few 
dignitaries^ whofe preferments are, perhaps, more 
))^ble to tl^is accuf^tion, \% is to be.fuppofed, tl^ey 

majr 
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'may be favorites of the times ; or |>erfons o^ fuperior 
merit, for whom there hath ever been forae indul- 
gence in all governments. 

As to non-reftdence^ I believe there is no Chrif- 
tian country upon earth, where the clergy have lefs 
to anfwer for upon that article. I am confident there 
arc not ten clergymen in the kingdom, who, pro- 
perly fpeaking, can be termed non-refidents : for 
furely we are not to reckon in that number thofe, 
who, for want of glebes^ are forced to retire to the 
nearefl nighbouring village for a cabbin to put their 
heads in ; the leading man of the parifh, when he 
makes the greateft clamour, being leaft difpofed to 
accommodate the ndnijier with an acre of ground. 
And, indeed, confidering the difficulties the clergy 
lie under upon this head, it hath been frequent mat- 
ter of wonder to w#, how they are able to perform 
that part of their duty fo well as they do. 

There is a [/] noble author, who bath lately ad- 
drefled to the houfe of Commons an excellent dif- 
oourfe for the mcouragermnt of agriculture ; full of 
moft ufeful hints^ which, I hope, that honourable 
ikflembly will confider as they deferve. I am not a 
ftrangcr to his lordfhip ; and, excepting in what re- 
lates to the church, there are few perfons with 
whofe opinions I am better pleafed to agree; and 
ain therefore grieved when I find him charging the 
inconveniencies in the payment of tithes upon the 
^SJ ^d their proSlors, His lordihip is above coi)<t 

\jf\Vb9U0elfir4 Mplcfworth^ 

fidering 
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fidering a very known and vulgar truth, that the 
meanefl: farmer hath all manner of advantages 
againft the moft powerful clergyman, by whom it 
is impoffible he can be wronged, although the mi- 
nijier were ever fo evil difpofed ; the whole fyftem 
of ieizing^ perplexing y and defrauding the proHor^ 
or his^;;2^^r, being as well known to every pkru)^ 
many *as the reaping or fowing of his corn, and 
much more artfully pradlifed. Befides, the leading 
man in the parifh mud have his tithei at his owfl 
jrate, which is hardly ever above one quarter of the 
value. And I have beard it computed by many fkil- 
ful obfervers, whofe Intereft was not concerned, 
that the clergy did not receive, throughout the king- 
dom, one hzdf of what the laws have made their 
due. 

As to his lordihip's difcontent againft the bijhop'i 
cdurty I (hall not interpofe farther than in ventur- 
ing my private opinion, that the dcrgy would be 
very glad to recover their juft duis by a morey2«t, 
decifvuey and compulfive mt.'Cciod^y thanfuch a cramped 
and limited jurifdi£lion will allow. 

His lordfhip is not the only perfon difpofed to 
give the clergy the honour of being the foU encou- 
ragers of all new improvements, li bopSybempyfiax^ 
and twenty things more are to be planned, the cler- 
gy alone inuft reward the induftrious farmer by 
abatement of the tithe. What if the owner of nine 
parts in ten would pleafe to abate proportionably 
in his rent for every acre thus improved ? Would 
not a man juft dropt from the clouds, upon a 

. full 
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full hearing, judge the demand to be at leaft as 
reafonable i 

I believe no man will difpute his lordfhip's title 
to his efiate ; nor will I the jus divinum of tithes^, 
which he mentions with feme emotion. I fuppofe 
the affirmative would be of little advantage to the 
clergy, for the fame reafon, tl\at a maxim in law 
hath more weight in the world, than an articU of 
faith. And yet, I think, there may be fuch a thing 
as facrilege ; becaufe it is frequently mentioned by 
Greek and Roman authors, as well as defcribed in 
Holy-writ. This I am fure of; that his lordfhip 
would, at any time, excufe a Parliament for 
not concerning itfelf in his properties without his 
own confent. 

The obfervations I have made upon his lordfliip's 
difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been altogether pro- 
per to my fubje<9:: however, fmce he hath been 
pleafed therein to ofFer fome propofals to the houfs 
of commons with relation to the clergy, I hope he 
will excufe me for differing from him ; which pro- 
ceeds from his own principle, the defire of defending 
iberty and property^ that he hath fo ftrenuoufly and 
conftantly mainuined. 

But the other writer openly declares for a lav/ 
impowering the bifhops to kt fee-farms ; and fays, 
tVhoever intimates that they will deny their confent t9 
fuch a reafonable law^ which the whole nation cries for ^ 
are enemies to them and the church. Whether this be 
his real opinion, or only a drain of mirth and irony, 
the matter is not much. However, my fentiments 

are 
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are fo directly contrary to his, that, I think, who* 
ever impartially reads and confiders what I have 
written upon this argument, hath either no regard 
for the church eftablilhed under the hierarchy of 
bifhops, or will never confent to any law$ that (hall 
repeal or elude the limiting claufe relating to the 
real half value, contained in the a£l of parliament 
decimo Caroliy For the prefervation of the inheritancij 
rights^ and profits of lands belonging to the church and 
perfons ecclefiajlical \ which was grounded upon rca-* 
fons that- do ftill and mud for ever fubfift, 

O^oher li, 
1723. 
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PLEA OF MERIT 

In order to take off 

THE TEST 

IMPARTIALLY EXAMINED. 
Written in the Year 1731 [to]. 

WE have been told, in the common news 
papers, that all attempts are to be made 
this feffion by the prefbyterians and their abettors 
for taking ofF the teft j as a kind of preparatory 
fiep to make it go down fmoother in England. 
For, if Once ihtir light would fo Jhine^ the papifis^ 
delighted with the blaze, would all come in and 
dance about it. This I take to be a prudent me- 
thod ; like that of a difcreet phydcian, who firfi: 
gives a new medicine to a dog^ before he prefcribes 
it to a human creature. 

Tht prefbyterians have, ever fmce the Revolution, 
dire£led their learned cafuifts to employ their pens 
on this fubje6l, by (hewing the merits and preten- 

[»] See a letter on this fubjeft, toI. liL which was re-printed ia 
inland on the fame ocoaiion that produced this and the three foUov* 
ustra£U. 

fionSy 
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fions, upon which they claim this juJiUej as found- 
ed upon the fervices they did towards the Reftoration 
of king Charles the fecond, and at the Revolution 
under the prince of Orange : which pleas I take 
to be the moft fingular in their kind, that ever 
were offered in the face of the fun againft the moft 
glaring lights of truth, and againft a continuation 
of public fails known to all Europe for twenty 
years together, I (hall therefore impartially exa- 
mine the merits and condufl: of the presbyterim 
upon thofe two great events ; and the pretenfions 
to favour, which they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the Reformation of the cMurch in 
Engkndj under Edward the fixth, upon queefl 
Marys fucceeding to the crown (who reftored/^- 
pery)^ many protejlants fled out of England^ to cfcape 
the perfecution raifed againft the church, as heir 
brother had left it eftablifhed. Some of thefe exiles 
went to Geneva \ which city had received the doc* 
trine of Calvin^ and rejected the government oif 
bifliops ; with many other refinements. Thde 
Englijb exiles readily embraced the Geneva fyfiem; 
and having added further improvements of their 
own, upon queen Marfs death, returned to Ef^* 
land I where they preached up their new opinioj!is^ 
inveighing bitterly againft epifcspacy^ aftd all ritcf 
and ceremonies, however innocent and ancient in 
the church : building upon this foundation ; to run 
as far as poffible from popery^ even in the moft mi- 
nute and indifferent circumftances. This faftion, 
under the name of puritan^ became very turbulent 
3 during 
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ing the whole reign of queen Elizabeth^ and 
e always difcouraged by that wife queen, as 
I as by her two fucceflbrs. However, their 
ibers, as well as their infolence and perverfe- 
, fo far increafed, that foon after the death of 
r James the firft, many inftances of their petu- 
y and fcurriliry are to be feen in their pamph«> 
written for fome years after (which was a 
I they began in the days of queen Elizabeth) 
icularly'with great rancour againft the bifliops, 
habits, and^the ceremonies: fuch were thofe 
ileus libels under the title of Martin Marpri'^ 
and feveral others. And although the earl of 
mdon tells us, until the year 1640 (as I re« 
,ber) the kingdom was in a ftate of perfeA 
; and happinefs, without the leaft appearance 
ought or defign towards making any alterati* 
n religion and government; yet I have founds 
ten rummaging for old books in LittU-Britaift 
Duck' Lane y a great number of pamphlets» 
ed from the year 1630, to 1640, full of as 
and impious railing expreffions againft the 
il power of the crown, and the order of 
ps, as ever were uttered during the rebellion^ 
le whole fubfequent tyranny of that fanatic 
hy. However, 1 find it manifeft, that pm« 
I did not ered itfelf into a new feparate fpecies 
ligion till fome time after the rebellion began, 
in the latter times of king James the firft, 
lie former part of his fon, there were feveral 
in bifiiops, and many purium private clergy- 
>L. IX. T mcn'i 
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men i while people went, as there incrmautions lei 
them, to hear preachers of each party in the pariOi 
churches, for the puritan clergy had received epit 
copal orders as well as the reft. But foon after 
the rebellion broke out, the term puritan gradutlly 
dropr, and that of prejbyierian fucceeded i which 
f(^ was, 'in two or three years, eftablifhed in all 
its focnis, by what they called an ordinance of the 
lords and commons, without confulting the kingi 
who was then at war againft his rebels. And from 
this period the church continued under perfecu- 
tion, until monarchy was reftorcd in the year 
i66o. 

In a year or two after, we began to hear of a 
new party rifen, and growing in the parliament as 
well as the army, under the name of inJefenJent : 
it fpread, indeed, fomewhat more in the latter; 
but not equal with the prejbyterians either in weight 
or number, Hntil the very time the king was mur« 
dered. 

When the king, who was then a prifoner in the 
Ifle of fyigbtj had made his laft conceffions for a 
peace to the commiffioners of the parliament, who 
attended. him there; upon their return to Im^ 
Uiey reported his majefiy's anfwer in the houfc. 
Whereupon a number of moderate members^ who, 
as Ludlow fays, had fecured their own tenps with 
that prince, managed with fo much art as to ob- 
tain a majority in a thin boufe for paffing a voce, 
that the king's canceffions were a ground for a future 
Jeulemint^ fiut the .great ofEcers of tl\e army, join- 
ing 
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ing with the difcon tented tBembers, came to a re* 
ibiution of excluding all thofe, who had coAfented 
to that vote ; which they executed in a military 
Wky. Irftm told Fairfax the general, a rigid pr^ 
k^ariany of this refolution ; who thereupon ifllied 
his orders for drawing out the army the next morft« 
lag, aild placing guards in Weftmii0er'hM^ the 
Wiri af nqueftsi and the hUy \ who, in obedience 
to the general in conjundion with thofe menil>en 
who had oppofed the vote, would let no membef 
enter the honfe, except thofe of their own party. 
Upon which the queftion, for bringing the king to 
juftice, was, immediately, put and carried, without 
oppofition, that I can find. Then an order was 
toade for his trial ; the time and place appointed { 
die judges named, of whom Fairfax himfelf wai 
but; although, by the advice or threats of his 
wife, hfe declined fitting among them. However, 
by freft orders under his own hand, which I have 
feen in print, he appointed guards to attend the 
jlidges at the trial, and to keep the eity in quiet; 
as he did likewife to prevent any oppofition firom- 
Mfe people lipon the day of execution. 

From what I have already deduced, it appears 
teftifeft, that the diiFerences between thofe two 
fe^, firejbjtmdn and inifpendetaj did not then 
anount.to half fo much as what chere is hetween a 
whig and tory at prefent among us. The defign of 
utterly extirpating monarchy and epifcopacy was 
equally the fame in both; evidently the confe* 
qnence of the very fame principles, upon which the; 

T a prejbj^ . 
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frtjbyteriam alone begany continued, and would 
have ended in the fame events; if, towards the 
Qonclufion, they had not been bearded by that new 
party, with whom they could not agree about di- 
viding the fpoil. However, they held a good (bare 
of civil and military employments during the whole 
time of the ufurpatibn, and their names, adion?, 
and preferments are frequent in the accounts of 
tfaofe times. . For I make np doubt, that all the 
prudent prejbyterinns complied in proper feafoni, 
falling in with^ the flream ; and thereby got that 
ihare in employments, which many of them held 
to the reftoracion ; and, perhaps, too many of them 
after. . In the fame manner we find our wifeft /or/Vf 
kk both kingdoms,, upon the change of hands and 
ineafures at the queen's death* have, endeavoured 
for feveral years, by due compliances, to. recover 
the time they had loft by a temporary obftinacy; 
wherein they have well fucceeded, according to 
their degrees of merit; of whpfe names I could 
here make honourable mention, if I did not fear it 
might ofFend their modefty. As to what is alledg- . 
ed, that fome of the pnjbyterians declared. openly 
againft the king's murder ; I allow it to be true* 
But fr9m what motives ? No other can poffibly be 
afligned than perfed fpigk^y r^g^* ^nd envy, 6 
find themfelves wormed out of all power by a new 
infant fpawn of independents fprung ftom their own 
bowels. It is true, the differences in religious 
tenets between them are very few and trifling;. the 
chief quarrel,, as far as I remember, relating t» 
" . , . * . congre* 
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congregational and national aflemblies. But wher* 
ever intereft or power think fit to interfere, it little 
imports what principles the oppofite parties think 
fit to charge upon each other : for tve fee, at this 
day, that the tories are more hated by the whole 
fete of zealous whigs^ than the very papifts tbem- 
fdves ; and, in efFed, as much unqualified for the 
finalleft office; although both thefe parties afTerc 
themfelves to be of the fame religion in all itfi 
branches of do&rine and difcipline ; and profefs tbi^ 
fiune loyalty to the fame protefiant king, and hi» 
heirs. 

; If the reader would know what became of this 
indepindeni party, upon whom all the mifchief is. 
charged by their prefiyterian brethren, he oifj. 
pleafe to obferve, that, during the whole ufurpatiU 
on, they contended, by degrees, with theif parent* : 
tcStj and, as I have, already faid, ibared in em- 
ployments ; and gradually, after the Reiloration, 
mingled with the mafs of prijbjiirians ; lying ever* 
iince undiftinguifhed in the herd of diffinUrs. 

The prtjbyterian merit is of as little weight whca" 
they alledge themfelves inftrumehtal towards the 
king's Refloration. The kingdom grew tired with 
tbofe ridiculous models of government : firfl, by a 
boufe of lords and commons without a king ; then, 
without bifhops; afterwards by a rump [;t] an4* 

[n\ This name was given to that part of the houfe of commoos, 
which ztmained after the moderate men had been expelled by military 

^ T 3 lords 
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lords temporal ; then by a lutnp alone ; next %ji 
fingic perfon for life, in ccnjunclion with a coun- 
cil } by agitators ; by major-generals ; by a new 
kind of reprefcntatives from the three kingdoms ; 
by the keepers of the liberties of England i witU 
ether fchemes that have flipt out of my memory. 
Cromwell was dead ; his fon Richard , a weak }gno- 
raint wretch, who gave up his monarchy much in 
fhe fame manner with the two ufurping krngs of 
fnntford [o] ; the people haraffed with taxes, andf 
dther opprefflons. The king's party, then caBe* 
the Cavaliers^ began to recover their fpirits. TT»e 
Ibw nobility fcattered through the kingdom, who 
lived in a moft retired manner, obferving A€ con- 
fufion of things, could no longer endure to ke rid- 
den by bakort; coblers, brewers, and the like, at 
the head of armies, and plundering every whtra 
like French dragoons. The rump aflembljr grew 
defpicable to thofe^ who had raifed them : the city 
of London exhauftefd^ by almoft twenty years con- 
tributing to their own ruin, declared againft them* 
The rumpy after many deaths and refurre£Uons, 
was, in the noft contemptuous manner, kicked 
Mt, and burnt in effigy. The excluded members 
were let in : a free parliament called in as legal & 
manner as the times woukl allow y and the king 
fiftored. 

The (econd claim of prejbyierian merit is founded 
up6A their fervices againft the dangerous dtfigns of 

[«] Jn ^ JLibiaffd^ 

king 
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liflf Jama the fecond; while that prince was 
itfing all bk eadeavours to introduce pop^y^ which 
he Qpealy profeiled upon his coining to the crown : 
to tji^is they add their eminent fervices at the Revo- 
hiOOn unc^r the prince of Orange. 

Now the quantum of prtfhyUri^n merits -durinji 
di& four years reign of that weak* bigotted, and 
jjU^advifed prince, as well as at the time of tl^ Re- 
TiOllltittH will eafily be computed by a. recourre.tp 
9,y.ca( number of hifiories, pamphlets, and public 
|!l|iei6, printed in thofe times and fome afterwards % 
bflfides the verbal teftimonies of many j^eiitons yet 
^vc» who are old enough to have known ?ixd ob-^ 
ierv^d the diffenUn condu^ in that critical period. 

It'ift 9greed> that, upon king Charles cb^ lecond^s 
4^k» foon sifter his fucceflor had publid^ly pwne4 
lisEibAi a Rsnmn catboUck^ he began with his iir£^ 
C^eiba to the church party \ from whom, having 
fvceived very cold difcouraging anfwers, h^ appUe4 
t^A^presi^erian leaders and teachers: being ad;^ 
vUW, by his priefts and p^pifif courtiers, that the 
ftftft method towards introducing bis ovvn religion 
ffOuU b^. by taking ofF the facramental Ufi% aiii 
giving a fiiU liberty of confoience to all religipn^ 
(I fuppofe that profefied Chriftianity). It feems 
that the preftyterians^ in the latter years of king 
Cbarks the fecond, upon account of certain plo^ 
(aUowed by bifhop Burnet to be genuine) ^ad been, 
^r a fliort tim«, forbid to hold their cdnventicles. 
Whereupon tfaefe charitable Chrijiians^ out of per- 
ficdt refentmem ag^nft. the chiuch, received the 
^ k T 4 gracious 
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gracious ofFers of king James with the ftrongeft 
profeffions of loyalty, and higheft acknowledg- 
ments for his favour. I have feen feveral of thdr 
addrefiesy full of thanks and praifes, with bitter 
infinuations of what they had fufFered } putting 
themfelves and the papifts upon the fame foot, as 
fellow fufFerers for confcience ; and with the flyle 
of our trethren the Roman cathoUcks. About this 
time began the projed of clofeting (which hadi 
lince been praAifed many times with more art and 
fuccefs) where the principal gentlemen of the 
kingdom were privately catechifed, by bis majefty, 
to know whether, if a new parliament were called, 
they would agree to pafs an ad for repealing the 
facramental Ujft^ and eftablifhing a general liberty of 
confcience. But he received fo little encourage* 
ment, that, defpairing of fuccefs, he had recourfe 
to his difpenfmg power, which the judges had de* 
termined to be part of his prerogative. By colour 
of this determination he preferred feveral prefijW" 
riansj and many papj/isy to civil and military em- 
ployments. While the king was thus bufied, it is 
well known that monfieur fagelj the Dutch envoy 
in LondeUy delivered the opinion of the prince and 
princcfs of Orange concerning the repeal of the 
tefl ; whereof the king had fent an account to their 
bighDcfles, to know how far they, approved- of it. 
Hi he fubftance of their anfwer, as reported by Fagel^ 
was this, That their highnejfis thought verp well $f a 
liberty of confcience -^ but by no means of giving employ^ 
nients to any other perfons than thofe who were of the 

national 
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imkomd cbwrcb. This opinion was confirmed by 
feveral reafons : I cannot be more particular, not 
having the paper by me, although it hath been 
printed, in many accounts of thofe times. And 
thus much every moderate churchman would, per- 
haps,, fubmit to : but to truft any part of the civil 
power in the hands of thofe whofe intereft, incli- 
nation, confcience, and former pra^^ices have foeen^ 
wholly turned to introduce a different fyftem of rew 
iigion and government, hath very few examples in 
any chriftian ftate ; nor any at all in Holland^ the 
great patronefs of univerfal toleration. * 

Upon the firft intelligence king Janus received 
of an intended invafion by the prince of Orange^ 
among great numbers of papijis^ to increafe his 
troops, he gave commiffions to feveral frejbyu* 
riam ; fome of whom had been officers under the 
rump ; . and particularly he placed one Richards^ t 
noted preJbyUrianj at the head of a regiment, who 
had been governor of Wexford in CromwtlTs timr^ 
and is often mentioned by Ludlow in his menrnrtm 
This regiment was raifed in England againft the 
prince of Orange: the colonel made his fon a cap» 
tain, whom I knew, and who was as zealous a 
prejbyterian as his father. However, at the time o£ 
the prince's landing, the father, eafily forefceing 
how things would go, went over, like many others^ 
to the prince, who continued him in his regiment; 
but, coiiiyg over a year or two after to affift in 
jaiiing the fiege of Derry^ he behaved bimfelf fo 

like 
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like either a coward or a traitor^ that bis re^OMBt 
was taken from binu 

I will now confider the conduA of the churcb* 
^arty during the whole r«igD of diac unfortunafii 
king. They were fo unaaknous agaii^ promifta^ 
to pa6 an z& for repealing the teft, and'eAalififl^ 
ing a general liberty of confcience, that the king 
Airft not truft a parliament ; but, encottrageil by 
the profefiona of loyahy given bini by bis frefit]^ 
rian frtends, went on with his dtfpenfing power. 

The chtnrch clcrrgy, at that time^ aj*e albwed to 
have written the bell cd-teAion of traAa- agafaift 
foperj^ that eier . appeared in BngUmd\ whieh are^ 
to this day, in the hrgheft efteem. Buc, upofl^ the 
ftri£{eft enquh*y, I coiikl ne?er hear of above one 
or two papers publilhed hj the prefyteriam at that 
time upon the finne fufage£t» Seven great pvelates 
(he of Canterbury among the reft) were fenC to the 
tower for prefenting a petition^ wherein: Xhey de- 
fired to be excufed in not obeying an illegal* coifr* 
mand from the long. The Ufliop of Lmdon^ Dr« 
Comftofij was iiimmoned to anfwer before the eom» 
miffioners for ecclefiaftical aflUrs, for not fuQ)en(t 
ing Dr. Sharp (afterwards arohbiihop of Tbri) by 
the king's command. If ikt pnJiyUrkmf ea tpgefl b d 
die fame zeal upon any occafion, the inftancet of 
k are not, as I can find, lefit upon record, or 
tranfmitted by tradition. The proceedings a^nft 
Magdali^-coliegi in Oxford^ for refufing to comply 
with the king's mandate for admitting a pr6fefled> 
papiji upon their foundation^ are a (landing proof 

of 
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•f the courage and firmnefs in reIigio(i (hewn by 
that learned fociety to the ruin of their fortunes. 
The freJhyUriam know very well, that I could pro- 
duce many more inftances of the fame kind. But 
tiieie are enough in fo (hort a paper as I intend at 
prefent. 

It is indeed very true, that, after king IVilliam 
was fettled on the Englijh throne, the prefiyterians 
began to appear, and oiFer their credentials, and 
demand favour: and the new king, having been 
originally bred a Cahrinifir was defirous enough to 
ffldce. them eafy (if that would do it) by a legal 
toleration ; although, in his heart, he never bore 
amch afiedion to that k& : nor defigned to favour 
them farther than as it ftood with the prefent fchcme 
of politicks ; as I have long fince been aiTured by 
the greateft men of whig principles at that time in 
England, 

It b likewife true, nor will it be denied, that 
when the king was pofieffed of the Englijh crown» 
and the remainder of the quarrel was left to be de- 
cided in this kingdom ; the prejbyterians wifely 
chofe to join with the protejlant army, rather than 
with that of king JameiXYitiT old friend, whofe af- 
ft\i9 were then, in a manner, defperate. They 
were wife enough to know, that this kingdom^ 
divided againft itfelf, could never prevail againfl 
the united power of England. They fought pro 
misetfoch\ for their eftates and religion j. which 
htter will never fuflfer fo much by the church of 
Bi^landy as by that of> Rme^ where they are 

counted 
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counted hcreticks as well as we : and, confequent- 
ly, they have no other game to play. But what 
merit they can build upon having joined ^di i 
proteftant army, under a king they acknowledged^ 
to defend their own liberties and properties ag^nft 
a ptrpijh enemy under an abdicated king; is, I 
confefs, to me abfolutely inconceivable; and, I be- 
lieve, will equally be fo for ever to any reafonable 
man. 

When thefc feftaries were, feveral years ago, 
making the fame attempt for abolifhing the teft, 
many groundlefs reports were induftriouily and 
fcafunably fpread of an invafion threatened by the 
pretindiT on the north of Ireland, At which time 
the prejbyterians^ in their pamphlets, argued in a 
menacing manner, that, if the pretender fhould in- 
vade thoie parts of the kingdom, where the nutn*' 
btrs and cftatcs of the dijfenters chiefly lay, they 
would fie Aill, and let us fight our own batiks ; fince 
they were to reap no advantage, which e\'er fide 
(hould be vi£lors. If this were the courfe they in- 
tended to take in fucb a cafe, I defire to know 
how they could contrive fafely to ftand neutersj 
otherwife than by a compafi with the pretender and 
his army to fupport their neutrality, and proted 
them agalnft the forces of the crown ? This is a 
necefiary fuppofition ; becaufe they muft otherwife. 
have inevitably been a prey to both. However, by 
this frank declaration they fufficiently fhewed their 
good will, and confirmed the common charge laid, 
at their door; that a Scottijb ot nonhQvn prefiyterian 

hates 
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bates our epifcopal eftabliihed church more than 
papery itfcilf. And the reafon for this hatred is na- 
^nd enough; becaufe it is the church alone that 
ftands in the way between them and power ; which 
'popiry doth not. 

Upon this occafion I am in fome doubt, whether 
the political fpreaders of thofe chimerical invafions 
made a judicious choice in fixing the northern 
parts of Ireland for that romantic enterprize. Nor 
can I well underftand the wifdom of the prefiytem 
rians in countenancing and confirming thofe re- 
ports ; becaufe, it. feems to caft a mod infamous 
reflexion upon the loyalty and religious principles 
of their whole body : for, if there had been any 
truth in the matter, the confequence mud have 
deen allowed that the pretender counted upon more 
affiftance from his father's friends, the prejbyterians^ 
by chufing to land in thofe very parts, where their 
number, wealth, and power moft prevailed, rather 
than among thofe of his own religion. And there^ 
fore, in charity to this fed, ^I rather incline to be- 
lieve, that thofe reports of an invaiion were formed 
and fpread by the race of imall politicians, in or-> 
der to do a feafonable job, 

' As to popery in general, which, for a thoufand 
years paft^ hath been introducing and multiplying; 
eorruptions both in do6lrine and difcipline ; I look 
Upon it to be the moft abfurd fyftem of Chriftianity, 
pfiofefled by any nation^ But I cannot apprehend 
this kingdom to be in much danger from tt: The 
«ftates of p<^ifti are very fewi crumbling int« 

fmrfil 
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lna]l parcels, tmi iiAlj diminifiimg; tHt^r ^bth- 
mon peo^ are flfhk in poverty, (gnofance^ -atiA 
Cowardice ; and of as Httle coniequence ^ li h mi' e it 
and children. Their ndbility and gentry arc « 
leaft one half ruined, baniflied, or cortvertfcd : .ftey. 
all foiindly feel th^ fmart of iltRit they (ligttkd in 
the laft Irijh war: feme cuf fhetti iire atMuly K-: 
tired into foreign -countries ; others; as' I am tdid, 
intend to follow them ; and the reft, I iStolicVe^ to 
a man, who M\ pofiefs any laftds^ &t tiMbliitfelf 
determined never to hazafd them tt^jnn f6r the4Me^ 
of eftabli(bing dieir fuperftitrbn. If it htfth %iMk 
tboogbt fit, as fbme obferve, to abate 6f the hUr^ 
rigour agamft ^ery in this fcrng^Ai^ 1 aA'confi- 
dtnt it Was done for Tery wife -reaibAs, t^otffiderhig 
thefituation of affeFrs abrokd, at different tithed, 
sttd the intercft of the proftjiant reKgicm In |iniitod; 
And as I do not find the feaft Aruk in ffii^ proeMN 
ing ; fo I do not o^nceive, Why a (Mk dKbeMed 
party, who nieither expdft nor ai^ie *Bf tWttg 
more than a quiet life, flibtild, unddr the" nlthaS'^ 
high'Jfyers^ jacMtes, and many dthh* vite appdh*^ 
tions^ be charged fo often in print, and at coliMM 
tables, with endeavouring' to mtrodu<?e fdjfwf aClid 
die prettndir ; while die fopifts abhor ^tbemab^e 
all other men, on account of the feveriti^ ^ahift 
their pricfis in her late majefty's reigA, when the 
nsw di/banded reprtdntU party was in pa#er, Thii 
I was convinced of foroc years ago by a: k>Ag j6iir« 
ney into the fouthern parts ^ where I hod the* cu^- 
liofity to fend for many prieOi of the pariflies I 

pafled 
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pafied through, and, to my great fatisfa^ion, found 
them every where abounding in profei&ons of loy* 
alty to the late king George ; for which they gave 
itie thfs reaibns abovementioned ; at the fame time 
coiBplalning bitterly of the hardlhips they fuffered 
under the Queen's Iqfl minifiry. 

I return from this digreffion to the modeft de* 
mands of the pnJbyUrians for a repeal of xYitfacrm^ 
nUfUal fifty as a reward for their merits at the Re* 
ftwaitM and the Revolution ; which merits I have 
fairly reprefented, as well as my memory would 
allow me. If I have committed any miftakes, they 
muft be of little moment. The fads and principal 
circumftances are what I have obtained and di<« 
gefted from reading the hiftories of thofe timet 
written by each party ; and many thoufands have 
done the lame as well as I, who, I am fure, have^ 
in their minds, drawn the fame conclufions. 

Tbii is the faction, and thefe the men, who are 
BOW refuming their applications, and giving in 
fhdr bills of merit to both kingdoms upon tw« 
points, which of all others they have the lead pre* 
tciifions to oiFer. I have colle£led the fa£ls with 
al} poffible impartiality from the current hiftoriea 
oC thofe times; and have (hewn, although very 
briefly, the gradual proceedings of thofe fedlariei^ 
under the denominations of puritans^ presbyterians^ 
and independents^ for about the fpace of an hundred 
and eighty years, from the beginning of queen 
EUTLabeth to this prcfent time. But, notwithftand- 
ing all that can be faid, thefe very fchifmaticka 

(for 
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(for fuch they are in temporals as well as fpirituals) 
arc now again" expefling, foliciting, and demand- 
ing (not without infinuated threats, according to 
their cuftom) that the parliament fhould fix them 
upon an equal foot with their church (fiablifhed. 
I would fain know to what branch of the legifla- 
ture they can have the forehead to appjy. Not to 
my lords the bifliops ; who muft have often read 
how the predeceflbrs of this very fa£lion, a£ting 
upon the fame principles, drove the whole bench 
out of the houfe; who were then, and hitherto 
continue, one of the three efiates : hot to' the tem« 
poral peers, the fecond of the three eftates, who 
inuft have heard, that, immediately after thofe re- 
bellious fanaticks had murdered their king, they 
voted a houfe of lords to be ufelefs and dangerous, 
and would let them fit no longer, otherwife than 
when eleded as commoners : not to the houfe of 
commons; who muft have heard, that, in thofe 
fanatic times, the prejbyterian and independent com- 
manders in the army, by military power, expelled 
all the moderate men out of the houfe, and left a 
rump to govern the nation : laftly, not to the 
crown ; which thofe ytxy faints deftined to rule the 
earth trampled under their feet, and then, in cold 
blood, murdered the bleflfed wearer. 

But the feiHon now approaching, and a clan of 
diflenting teachers being come up to town from 
their northern head quarters, accompanied by many 
of their elders and agents, and fupported, by a ge- 
neral contribution, to folicit their eftablifhment 

with 



P L E A O F M E R I T. 289 

with a capacity of holding all military, as well as 
civil, employments, I think it high time that this 
paper (hould fee the light. However, I cannot 
conclude without freely confeffing, that if the preS'^ 
byterians ibould obtain their ends, I could not be 
forry to find them miAaken in the point, which 
they have mod at heart by the repeal of the tefl ; I 
mean the benefit of employments. For after all, 
what afTurance can a Scottijh northern difTenter, 
born on Irijh ground, have, that he (hall be treated 
with as much favour as a TRUE SCOT born 
beyond the Tweed? 

I am ready enough to believe, that all I have 
faid will avail but little. I have the common ex« 
cufe of other men, when I think myfelf bound, by 
sU religious and civil ties, to difcharge my confci- 
ence, and to warn my countrymen upon this im- 
portant occafion. It is true, the advocates for this 
fcheme promife a new world after this blefTed work 
(hall be compieated ; that all animofity and fa<S):ion 
mufl immediately drop; that the only di(lin£lion 
in this kingdom will then be of papj/f and pro^ 
teftant : for as to whig and tory^ high- church and 
low- churchy jacobite and Hanoverian^ court and coun* 
try party, Englijh and IriJh interefts, dijfenters and 
conformijis^ new light and old light, anabapti/i and 
independent, quaker and muggletonian ; they will all 
meet and jumble together into a perfedl harmony 
at the felons and afTizes, on the bench, and in 
the revenues i and upon the whole, in all civil and 
military trufls^ not excepting the great councils of 

Vol. IX. U the 
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the nation. For it is wifely argued thus: that a 
kingdom being no more than a larger knot ot 
friends met together, it is againft the rules of good 
manners to (hut any perfon out of the company, 
except the papi/is^ who profefs themfelves of ano- 
ther club. 

I am at a lofs to know, what arts the preslyti' 
rian feft intends to ufc in convincing the world of 
their loyalty to kingly government, which (long, 
before the prevalence, or even the birth of their 
independent rivals) as foon as the king's forces were 
overcome, declared their principles to be againft 
monarchy, as well as cpifcopacy and the houfe of 
lords, even until the king was reftored : at which 
event, although they were forced to fubmit to the 
prefent power, yet I have not heard, that they did 
ever, to this day, renounce any one principle, by 
which their predeceflbrs then aiSled ; yet this they 
have been challenged to do, or at leaft to fhew that 
others have done it for them, by a certain [^] 
doiSlor, who, as I am told, hath much employed 
his pen in the like difputes. I own, they will be 
ready enough to infmuate therafelves into any go- 
vernment : but, if they mean to be honeft and up- 
right, they will and muft endeavour by all means, 
which they (hall think lawful, to introduce and 
eftablifh their own fcheme of religion, as nearcft 
approaching to the word of God, by calling out all 
fuperftitious ceremonies, ecclefiaftical titles, habits, 

[/.] The late Dr. Tisdel, who died June 1731, 

diflinflion 
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^iftinftions, and fuperioritics, as rags of pcpery^ 
in order to a thorough reformation ; and as in charity 
bound to promote the falvation of their country- 
men, wifhing with St. Paul^ that the whole king- 
4un were as they are. But what affurance will they 
plcafe to giv«, that, when their k(k (hall become 
the national eftabliihed worfbip, they will treat 
Us Dissenters as we have treated them? Was 
this their courfe of proceeding during the dominion 
of the faints? Were not all the remainders of the 
cpifcopal churchin thofe days, efpecially the clergy, 
under a perfecution for above a dozen years equal 
to that of the primitive Chriftians under the hea- 
then emperors ? That this proceeding was fuitable 
to their principles, is known enough ; for many of 
their preachers then writ books exprefly againft al- 
lowing any liberty of confcience in a religion dif- 
ferent from their own ; producing many arguments 
to prove that opinion, and among the reft one fre- 
quently infilled on ; that allowing fuch a liberty 
would be to ejiahlijb iniquity by a law [^]. Many 
of thcfo writings are yet to be feen ; and, I hear, 
have been quoted by the dodor abovementioned. 

As to the great objeftion of proftituting that 
holy inftitution, the blcffed facrament, by way of a 
tcft before admittance into any employment ; I afk, 
whether they would not be content to receive it 
ttfier their, own manner for the office of a judge, for 

ff ] See many hundred quotations to prove thit^ in the trutire citt* 
ii> Scotch Prefiyterian Eloquence* 
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that of a commiffioner in the revenue, for a regi- 
ment of horfe, or to be a lord juftice. I believe 
they would fcruple it as little^ as a long grace be« 
fore and after dinner, which they can fay without 
bending a knee ; for, as I have been told, their mart- 
nerof taking bread and wine, in their conventi- 
cles, is performed with little more folemnity than 
at their common meals. And therefore, fincc they 
look upon our pradfce^ in receiving the elements, 
Co be idolatrous, they neither can nor ought, in 
confcience, to allow us that liberty, otherwife 
than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like 
what is permitted to the papijis. But lejl we Jbouk 
offend theniy I am ready to change this teft for ano- 
ther; although I am afraid, that fandiiied reafor 
isi by no means, the point where the difficult} 
pinches, and is only offered by pretended church- 
men ; as if they could be content with our believ- 
ing, that the impiety and profanation of making 
the facrament a teft were the only obje<5Hon, 1 
therefore propofe, that before the prefent law be 
repealed, another may be enadled ; that no mar 
ftiall receive any employment before he fwears hin>- 
fcif to be a true member of the church of heland^ 
in doctrine and difcipline, ^c. and that he will 
never frequent or communicate with any other 
form of worfliip. It (ball likewife be further eri- 
afled, that whoever offends, ^c. fhall be fined 
five hunJrcd pounds, imprifoned for a year and a 
day, and rendered incapable of all public trufl fei 
ever. Otherwife I do infift, that tbofe pious, iir- 

duJ£ei] 
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dulgent, external profeflbrs of our national religion 
fliall either give up that fallacious hypocritical rea* 
fon for taking ofF the teft, or fredy confefe, that 
they deiire to have a gate wide x>pen fotr every (cSt 
without any teil at all, except that of fwearing 
loyalty to the king : which, however, confidering 
their principles with regard to monarchy yet unre- 
jiounced, might, if they would pleafe to look deep 
enough into their, own hearts, prove a more bitter 
tefl, than any. other that the law hath yet in* 
vented. 

For from the firft time that thefe fe^taries ap- 
peared in the worlds it hath been always founds 
by their whole proceedings, that they profefled aa 
litter hatred to kingly government. I can recol* 
U£tf at prefent, three civil eftabliibments, where 
Cahinijis and fome other reformers^ who re}e£led 
epifcopacyy pofTefs .the fupreme power ; and thefe are 
all republicks ; I mean, Hfilland^ Geneva^ and the 
reformed Swifs cantons. I do not fay this in dimi- 
Aution or difgrace to commonwealths ; wherein I 
confefs I have much altered many opinions under 
which I was educated, having been led, by fome 
obfervation, long experience, and a thorough de- 
teliation for the corruptions of mankind: infor 
much, that I am now juftly liable to the cenfure of 
HMeSy who compIain3> that the youth of England 
imbibe ill opinions from reading the hiftories of 
ancient Greece and Rome^ thofe renowned fcencs of 
liberty and every virtue. 

U 3 But 
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But as to monarchs, who muft be fuppofed well 
to ftudy and underftand their own intercft ; they 
will bcft confider, whether thofe people, who in 
all their aftions, preachings, and writings, have 
openly declared themfelves againft regal power, are 
to be fafely placed in an equal degree of favour 
and truft, with thofe who have been always found 
the true and only friends to the Englijh eftabliOi* 
inent. From which confideration I could have 
added one more article to my new tlcft> if I had 
thought it worth my time. 

I have been affured, by fome perfons who wtre 
prefent, that feveral of thefe difienting teachers, 
upon the firft arrival hither to folicit the rrpeal of 
the teft, were pleafed to exprefs their gratitode fay 
publickly drinking the healths of certain eminent 
patrons, whom they pretend to have found among 
us. If this be true, and that the teft muft be <le- 
livered up by the vtry fuperisrs appointed to defend 
k; the affair is already, in efie£t, at an end. 
WhsLt fecTit reafons thofe patrons may have given 
for fuch a return of brotherly love, I fliall not en- 
quire : For J O my/auly come not thou in their fecret; 
unto their aflembly, mine honour^ he not thou united. 
For in their anger they flew a nutn^ and in their felf" 
will they digged down a wall. Curfed be their anger ^ 
for it was fierce ; and their wrath ^ for it was cruel. 
I will divide them in Jacob, and fcatter them in 
ifrael. 
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ADVANTAGES 

propofed by 

Repealing the Sacramental I'eji. 

IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED. 

Written in the Year 1732. 

WHOEVER writes impartially upon this 
fubje(St, muft do it not only as a mere fen 
cularman; but as one who is altogether indifferent 
to any particular fyftem of c^riftianity. And, I 
think, in whatever country that religion predomi- 
nates, there is one certain form of worfhip and ce-. 
remony, which is looked upon as the eftablifhed; 
and confequently, only the priefts of that particu- 
lar form are maintained at the public charge ; and 
all civil employments beftowed among thofe, who 
comply (at leaft outwardly) with the fame eftablKh- 
ment. 

This method is ftri£Hy obferved, even by our 

neighbours the Dutch, who are confefled to allow 

the full eft liberty of confcience of any chriftan ftate 5 

and yet are never known to admit any perfons into 

U 4 < civil 
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civil ofEces, who do not conform to the legal 
worihip. As to their military men, they are, in- 
deed, not fo fcrupulous ; being, by the nature of 
their government, under a neceflity of hiring fo- 
reign troops, of whatever religious denomination, 
upon every great emergency, and maintaining no 
(mail number in time of peace. 

This caution therefore of making one eftablifli- 
ed faith, feems to be univerfal, and founded upon 
the ftrongeft reafons ; the miftaken or efFe<Sed zeal 
of pbftinacy and enthufiafm having produced fuch a 
number of horrible deftrudtive events throughout 
all Chri/iendom. For whoever begins to think the 
national wor{hip is wrong in any important article 
of pradice or belief, will, if he be ferious, natu« 
rally have a zeal to make as many profelytes as he 
can ; and a nation may poflibly have an hundred 
different fefts with their leaders; every one of which 
hath an equal right to plead, that they muft obey 
God rather than man ; muft cry aloud and /pan not ; 
muft //// up their voice like a trumpet. 

This was the very cafe of England during the fa- 
natic times. And againfi: all this there feems to 
be no defence, but that of fupporting one eftablifh- 
cd form of dodrine and difcipline ; leaving the reft 
to a bare liberty of confcience, but without any 
maintenance or encouragement from the pub- 
Jick. 

Wherever this national religion grows fo corrupt, 
or is thought to do fo by a very great majority of 
landed people joined to the governing party, whe- 
ther 
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Aer prince or fenate, or both, it ought to be chang- 
ed ; provided the work might be done without blood 
or confufion. Yet, whenever fuch a change fliall 
be made, fome other eilablifhment muft fucceed, al- 
though for the worfe ; allowing all deviations, that 
would break the union, to be only tolerared, la 
this fenfe, thofe who affirm that every law, which, 
is contrary to the law of God, is void in itfelf, 
feem to be miftaken : for many laws in popijb king- 
doms and ftates, many more among the Turks^ and, 
perhaps, not a few in other countries, are diredly 
againft the divine laws ; and yet, God knows, are 
very far from being void in the executive part. 

Thus for inftance, if the three eftates of parlia* 
ment in England (whereof the lords fpiritual, who 
reprefent the churchy are one) fliould agree and ob- 
tain the royal affent to abolifh epifcopacy, toge- 
ther with the liturgy, and the whole frame of the 
Englijh church, as burihenjome^ dangerous and coti" 
trary to holy fcripture^ and that prejbytery^'anabap^ 
tifm^ quakerifm^ independency^ muggletomanifm^ hrowur 
ifm^ familifmy or any other fubdivided fe6k among 
us, fhould be eftabli(bed in its place : without quef- 
tion all peaceable fubjeflis ought paffively to fub- 
mit ; and the predominant k& muft become the re- 
ligion eftabli{hed ; the publick maintaining no o- 
ther teachers, nor admitting any perfons of a dif- 
ferent religious profeffion into civil offices, at leaft 
if their intention be to preferve the nation in peace. 

Suppofing then, that the prefent fyftem of reli- 
gion were aboliflied j and presbytery y which I find 

ftands 
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ftands the faireft, with its fynods and daffes, and 
all its forms and ceremonies eflential or circumftan- 
tial, were erected into the national worftiip : their 
teachers, and no others, cou^ have any legal claim 
to be fupported at the public charge, whether by 
ftipends or tithes ; and only the reft of the fame 
faith to be capable of civil employments. 

If there be any true reafoning in what I have 
laid down, it (hould feeni, that the projed now in 
agitation for repealing the uji aSi^ and yet leaving 
the name of an eftablifhment to the prefent natio- 
sal church, is altogether incondftent; and may 
admit of confequences, which thofe, who arc the 
moft indifferent to any religion at all, are poffibly 
not aware of. 

I prefume, whenever the Uji fhall be repealed, 
which obliges all men, who enter into office un- 
^er the crown, to receive the facrament according 
to the rites of the church of Ir eland \ the way to 
employments will immediately be left open to all 
^ijfinters (except papi/is) whofc confciences can fuf- 
fer them to take the common oaths in fuch cafes 
prcfcribed ; after which, they are qualified to fill 
lany lay ftation in this kingdom, from that of chief 
governor to an excife-man. 

Thus, of the three judges on each bench, the 
iirft may be a presbyterian^ the fecond a free-will 
4apti/I, and the third a churchman, the lord chancelbr 
may be an independent : the revenues may be ma- 
naged by feven comniiffioners of as many different 
feds ; and the. like of all other employments : not 
'to mention the ftrong probability, that the lawful- 

nefs 
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Hcfs of taking oaths may be revealed to the quakers, 
who then will ftand upon as good a foot for prefer- 
ment, as any other loyal fubjefts. It is obvious to 
imagine^ under fuch a motly ad miniftration of af- 
fairs, what a clafliing there will be of intereft and 
inclinations; what pullingsand hawlings backwards 
and forwards ; what a zeal and biafs, in each reli- 
gionift, to advance his own tribe, and deprefs the 
others. For, I fuppofe, nothing; will be readier 
granted, than that how indifferent moft men are in 
faith and morals, yet, whether out of artifice, na- 
tural complexion, or love of contradiftioa, none 
are more obftinate in maintaining their own opini- 
ens, and worrying all who differ from them, than 
thofe who publickly fliew the leaft fenfe either of 
religion or common honefly. 

As to the latter, bifhop Burnet tells us, that 
iScit Presbyterians y in the fanatic times, profefT-'d thedi- 
felves to be above morality ; which,^ as we find in 
fome of their writings, was numbered among the 
beggarly elements : and accordingly, at this day, no 
fcruples of confcience, with regard to conformity, 
are, in any trade or callings inconfiftent with the 
greateft fraud, oppreffion, perjury, or any other vice. 

This brings to my memory a pafHige in Montaigne^ 
of a common proiHtute, who, in the forming of a 
town, when a foldier earner up to her chamber and 
olFered violence to her chaftity, rather chofe to ven- 
ture her neck by leaping out of the window than 
fufFer a rape ; yet ftill continued her trade of lewd« 
Aefs, while ibe had any cuftooiers left. 

I con« 
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I confefs, that, in my private judgment, an un* 
limited permiffion of all fedls whatfoever (except 
papifts) to enjoy employments would be lefs perni- 
cious to the publick, than a fair ftruggle between 
two contenders ^ becaufe in the former cafe, fuch a 
jomble of principles might poffibly have the tSt& 
of contrary poifons mingled together; which a 
firong conftitution might, perhaps, be able for fome 
time to furvive. 

But however I (hall take the other and more 
probable fuppofition, that this battle for employ* 
orients is to be fought only between the prgsByti: 
riam^ and thofe of the church y^t eftabliflied* I 
fliall not enter into the merits of either fide by ex« 
amining, which of the two is the better fpiritual 
oeconomy, or which is moft fuited to our civil con-, 
ftitution ; but the queftion turns upon this point : 
When the presbyterians fliall have got their (haie 
of employments (which muft be one full half, or 
clfe they cannot look upon themfelves as fairly 
dealt with) I aflc, whether they ought not, by their 
own principles, and by the ftrifteft rules of confci- 
coce» to ufe the utmofl: of their (kill, power, and 
influence, in order to reduce the whole kingdom to 
9n uniformity in religion, both as to dodrine and 
difcipline moft agreeable to the word of God. 
Wherein, if they can fucceed without blood ( as 
under the prcfent difpofition of things it is very 
poffible they may) it is to be hoped they will at 
laft be fatisfied : only I would warn them of a few 
(^difficulties. The firft is of comproi^ifing among 
- . them- 
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themfelves that important controverfy about the old 
tight and t\icnew\ which otherwife may, after thrs 
eftabliihment, fplit them as wide as papiJI and pr^^ 
ieftantj whig and tory^ or churchman and dijfenter ; 
and, confequently, the work will be to begin again: 
for, in religious quarrels, it is of little moment, how 
few or fmali the differences are : efpecially, when 
the difpute is only about power. Thus the zealour 
presbyter ians of the north are more alienated from the 
efiablifhed clergy, than from the Romijh priefls ; 
taxing the former with idolatrous worihip, as dif- 
guifed papifts^ ceremony- mongers^ and many other 
terms of art ; and this for a very powerful reafon ; 
becaufe the clergy fland in their way, which the 
popijh priefls do not. Thus I am afTured, that the 
quarrel between old and new light-men is managed with 
more rage and rancour, than any other difpute of the 
higheft importance i and this, becaufe it ferves o 
lefTen or increafe their feveral congregations, from 
whom they receive their contributions. 

Another difficulty, which may embarrafs the 
Presbyterians after their edablifhment, will be, how 
to adjuft their claim of the kirk^s independency on 
"the civil power, with the conflitution of this monar- 
chy ; a point fo delicate, that it hath often filled the 
heads of great patriots with dangerous notions of the 
church-clergy without theleaft ground of fufpicion. 

As to the prejbyterians allowing liberty of conf- 
cience to thofe of epifcopal principles, when their 
own kirk (hall be predominant; their writings are 
iQ univcrfally agreed in the negative, as well as their 

pra^ice ' 
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praflice during Oliver's reign, that, I believe, noy 
rcafonable churchman (who muft then be a diffenter) 
will expeft it. 

I {hall here take notice, that, in the divifion of 
of employments among the presbyterians^ after this 
approaching repeal of the teft^a^^ fuppofing them^ 
in proper time, to have an equal fhare, the odds 
will be three or four to one on their fide in any 
farther fcheme they may have towards making their 
religion national. For, I reckon all thofe gentlemen 
fent over from England^ whatever religion they pro^ 
kb or have been educated in, to be of that party: 
fmce it is no mark of prudence for any perfon t(> 
oppofe the current of a nation, where they are, in fomo 
fort, only fojourners; unlefs they have it in dire^ioH* 

If there be any maxim in politics not to be 
controuled, it muft be the foUdwing: That thofe, 
whofe private intereft is united with the interefl of 
their country, fuppofing them to be of equal under- 
ftanding with the reft of their neighbours, will 
heartily wifh, that the nation fhould thrive: Out 
of thefe are indubitably excepted all perfons, who 
arc fent, from another kingdom, to be employed in 
places of profit or power ; becaufe they cannot pof- 
libly bear afFeftion to the place where they fojouniy 
even for life ; their fole bufmefs being to advance 
themfelves by following the advice of their ^r/W- 
pals» I except likewife thofe perfons, who are taken 
itito offices, although natives of the land ; becaufe 
they arc greater gainers while they keep their of- 
fices, than they could poffibly be by mending th« 
miferabk condition of their country. 

I except) 
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1 except, thirdly^ all hopers, who, by balancing 
accounts with themfelves, turn the fcale on the 
fame fide ; becaufe the ftrong expeftation of a good 
certain falary will outweigh the lofs by bad rents 
received out of lands in money-lefs times. 

If my lords the bilhops, who I hear are now em» 
ployed in a fcheme for regulating the conduft and 
maintenance of the inferior clergy, (hall, in their 
wifdom and piety, and love of the church, con- 
lent to this repeal of the tejly I have not the leaft 
doubt, that the whole reverend body will chearfully 
fubmit to their fpiritual fathers ; of whofe paternal 
tendernefs for their welfare they have already found 
fo many amazing infliances. 

I am not therefore under the leaft concern about 
the clergy on this account. They will (for fome 
time) be no great fufferers by this repeal^ becaufe I 
cannot recoiled!:, among all our feds, any one^ 
that giveth latitude enough to take the oaths xtr* 
quired at an inftitution to a church-living ; and un* 
til that bar {hall be removed, the prefent epifcopal 
clergy are fafe for two years. Although it may be 
thought fomewhat unequal, that, in the northern 
parts, where there may be three dijfmters to one 
churchman^ the whole revenue fhall be engrofled by 
him who hath fo fmall a part of the cure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage, which 
the diJfenUrs at prefent lie under, of a difability to 
receive church-preferments, will be eafily remedied 
by the repcxil of the UjL For the dijfeniing t'^achcrs 
are under no incapacity of accepting civil and mi- 
litary 
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litary employments ; wherein they agree perfectly 
with the popijh clergy ; among whom great cardi- 
nals and prelates have been commanders of armies, 
chief minifters, knights of many orders, ambafladors, 
fccretaries of ftate, and in moft high offices under 
the crown j although they affert the indeltble charac" 
ier^ which no feftaries among us did ever affume. 
But that many, both presbyterians and independents^ 
commanders, as well as private foldiers, were pro- 
fefied preachers in the time of their dominion, is 
allowed by all. Cromwell himfelf was a preacher; 
and hath left us one of his fermons in print, exa&ly 
in the fame ftyle and manner with thofe of our 
fiiodern presbyterian teachers : fo was colonel Hew* 
ard^ Sir George Downing^ and feveral others, whofe 
names are on record, I can therefore fee no reafon, 
why a painful presbyterian teacher, as foon as the 
ie/i fhall be repealed, may not be privileged to hold, 
along with the fpiritual o£ice and Aipend, a com* 
miffion in the army, or the civil lift in commmdam: 
for, as I take it, the church of England is the only 
body of Chrijiiansj which, in effeft, difqualifies 
thofe, who are employed to preach its do<3rine, 
from {baring in the civil power, farther than as fe- 
nators : yet this was a privilege begun in times of 
popery^ many hundred years before the reformation^ 
and woven with the very inftitution of our limited 
monarchy. 

There is, indeed, another method, whereby the 
flipends of diflbnting teachers may be raifed, and 
the farmer much relieved j if it fhould be thought 

proper 
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proper to reward a people fo deferving, and (b 
loyal by their principles. Every bifliop, upon the 
vacancy of a church-living, can fequefter the profits 
for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon a lapfe 
of half a year, the donation falls to the archbifhop, 
and after full year to the crown, during pleafure. 
Therefore it would be no hardfliip for any clergy- 
man alivi^ if (in thofe parts of Ireland^ where the 
number of fe&aries much exceeds that of the con- 
formifts) the profits, when fequeftered, might be 
applied to the fupport of the difienting teacher, 
who hath fo many fouls to take care of: whereby 
the poor tenants would be much relieved in thofe 
hard times, and in a better condition to pay their 
rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, 
againft which a remedy doth not fo readily occur. 
For fuppofing a teft^a^ repealed, and the diflenters, 
in confequence, fully qualified for all fecular em- 
ployments ; the quefiion may ftill be put, whether 
thofe of Ireland will be often the perfons on whom 
they (hall be beftowed; becaufe it is imagined, 
there may be [r] anothet feminary in view, mon nu^ 
merous and more needy^ as well as more meriting^ and 
more e^fily contented with fuch low offices ; which 
fome nearer neighbours hardly think it worth fiir- 
ring from their chimney fides to obtain. And I 
am told, it is the common pra<5lice of thofe who 
are jQciUed in the management of bees, that when 

Vol. IX. X they 
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they fee a foreign fwarm at fome difiance^ approaclv* 
ing with an intention to plunder their hives, thefe 
artifts have a trick to divert them into fome neisrh- 
bouring apiary, there to make what havock they 
pleafe. This I fliould not have hinted, if I hacf not 
known it already to have gotten ground in many 
fufpe£Ung beads -, for it is the peculiar talent of this 
nation to fee dangers afar off : to all which I can on- 
ly fay, that our native presbyterians muft, by pains 
and induftry, raife fuch a. fund of merits as will 
anfwer to a birdi fix degrees more to the north. If 
they cannot arrive at this perfedtion, as feveral of the 
eftablifhed church have compafled by indefatigable 
pains, I do not well fee, how their affairs will 
much mend by repealing the teft : for to be qua- 
lified by law to accept an employment, and yet to 
be difqualified in fad, as it will much increafe the 
mortification, fo it will withdraw the pity of many 
among their well-wifhers, and utterly deprive them 
of that merit they have fo long made, of being a 
loyal true proteftant people, perfecuted only for re- 
ligion. 

If this happen to be their cafe, they muft wait 
maturity of time } until they can, by prudent, gen- 
tle ftepsy make their faith become the religron ef- 
tabli(hed in the nation ; after which, I do not in 
the teaft doubt, that they will take the moft effec- 
tual methods to fecure their power againft thofei 
'Who muft then be dijfenters in their turn; whereof, 
if we may form a future opinion from prefent times, 
a^d the difpofitions of dijfenters^ who love to make 
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a tbaraugh riformMtioriy the number and qualities will 
be very inconfiderable* 

Thus I have, with the utmoft fincerity, after 
long thinking, given my judgment upon this ardu- 
ous affair; but with the utmoft deference and fub» 
miffion to publick wifdom and power. 
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Q.UERY,TTTHETHER hatred and vio- 
VV Icnce between parties in a ftatc 
be not more inflamed by different views of intereft, 
than by the greater or lefTer differences between them 
either in reUgion or government? 

Whether it be any part of the queftion at 
this time, which of the two religions is worfe, 
popery or fanatictfm ; or not rather, which of the 
two (having both the fame good will) is in the 
hopefuileft condition to ruin the church ? 

Whether the feilaries, whenever they come to 
prevail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and 
cfFe£lually as the papifts? 

Whether the prevailing fedlaries could allow li- 
berty of confcience to diffinters without belying all 
their fiu-mer pra6Uct, and almoft all t;heir former 
writings ? 

3 Whether 
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Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch prefty- 
erians are not full as virulent againft the epifcopal 
hurch, as they are againft the papijls\ or as they, 
irould have us think the papifts are againft them ? 

Whether the Dutchy who are moft diftinguiflied 
or allowing liberty of confcience, do admit any 
crfons who profefs a diiFerent fcheme of worihip 
rem their own, into civil employments, although 
bey may be forced, by the nature of their govern* 
lent, to receive mercenary troops of all religions ? 

Whether the diffinters ever pretended, until of 
ite years, to defire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a forry pamphle- 
5cr aflerts, who lately writ for repealing the tefl^ 
lat the diffinters^ in this kingdom, are eq^ually 
umerous with the churchmen, it would not be a 
eceftary point of prudence, by all proper and law- 
il means, to prevent their further increafe? 

The great argument given by thofc, whom they 
all low churchmen, to juftify the large tolerations 
llowed to dijfentersy hath been ; that, by fuch in- 
ulgencies, the rancour of fei^aries would gradually 
^ear off, many of them would come over to us, 
nd their parties, in a little time, crumble to no* 
liing. 

S^uery^ Whether, if what the above pamphleteer 
flTerts, that the fedaries are equal in numbers with 
onformifts, be true, it doth not clearly follow, that 
lofe repeated tolerations have operated dire£Uy 
ontrary to what thofe low church politicians pre- 
ended to forefet and exped I 

X 3 Wncther 



jro QUERIES RELATING TO 

Whether any cleigyman, however dignified 
diftinguiihedy if he think his own profeffion n 
agreeable to holy fcripture and the primitive chur 
can really wifh in his heart, that all fedaries flio 
be upon an equal foot with the churchmen in 
point of civil power and employments ? 

Whether epifcopacy, which is held by the chm 
to be a divine and apoftolicai inftitution, be noi 
fundamental point of religion, particularly in tl 
eflential one of conferring holy orders ? 

Whether, by necefiary confequences, the fevc 
expedients among the fe&aries to con^itute th 
teachers are not abfolutely null and void i 

Whether the bStajics will ever agree to acci 
ordination only from |>i(h6ps i 

Whether the biihops and clergy will be conti 
to give up epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, wil 
out which the church can well fubfifjt ? 

Whether that great tmdernfffs towards fefbri 
which now fo much prevails, be chiefly owing 
the fears of popery^ ptXo that fpirit of atheifm, deili 
fcepticifin, and univerfal immoralftyj wh^ch all go 
men fo much lament ? 

Granting popery to have any more errors in re 
gion than any one branch of the fedaries, let 
examine the actions of both, as they have each i 
feded the peace 9f thefe kingdoms, with allowan 
for the ihort time, which the fe£laries bad to a£); i 
who are in a manner t^t §fyefterday. The papil 
in the time ef king James thb fecond, ufed all ende 
vours to efiablilh their fuperflition^ whej:ein thi 

faiii 
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failed by the united power of EngUJh church-pro- 
teftants with the prince of Orange's afEftancc. But 
it cannot be affertcd, that thefc bigotted papi/ls had 
the leaft defign to oppofe or murder their king» 
much Icfs to aboIi(h kingly government ; nor was 
it their intereft or inclination to attempt eidier. 

On the other fide, the puritans^ who had, al« 
moft from the beginning of queen ElizaBetb's reign, 
been a perpetual thorn in the church's fide, joining 
with the Scotch enthufiafts in the time of kinjg 
Charles the firft, were the principal caufe of the 
Irijb rebellion znd maffacrej hj dldtct&ng that prince^ 
and making it impoffible for him to fend over timely 
fttccours. And after that pious prince had fatisfied 
his parliament in every fingle point to be complained 
of, the fame fetSlaries, by poifoning the minds and. 
affe^ons of the people with the moft falfe and 
wicked reprefentations of their king, were able, in 
the compafs of a few years, to embroil the three 
nations in a bloody rebellion at the expence of many 
thoufand lives ; to turn the kingly power into anar-* 
cby; to murder their prince in the face of the worlds 
and (in their own ftyle) to deftroy the church not 
4mJ kramh. 

The account therefore ftands thus. The papifts 
aimed at one pernicious adl, which was to deftroy 
the preujiant religion ; wherein, by God's mercy^ 
and the affiftance of our glorious king WiUiam^ 
they abfolutely failed. The feAaries attempted the 
three moft infernal actions, that could poffibly en-» 
tcr into the hearts of men forfi^en by God; which 
X 4 were 
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were the murder of a moft pious king, the de- 
ftru£iion of the monarchy, and the extirpation of the 
church ; and fucceeded in them all. 
Upon which I put the following queries : Whe- 
ther any of thofe feAaries have ever yet, in a lo- tc 
lemn publick manner, renounced any one of thofe is 
principles, upon which their prcdecefiors then 
a£led ? ca 

Whether, confidering the cruel perfecutions of 
the epifcopal church during the courfe of that hor- 
rid rebellion, and the confequences of it until the 
happy reftoration^ it is not manifeft, that the perfe- 
cuting fpirit lies fo equally divided between the pa* e 
pifts and the fe£taries, that a feather would turn k 
the balance on either fide ? (i 

And therefore, laftly. Whether any perfon of i 
common underftanding, who profelTeth himfelf a 
member of the church eftablifiied, although, per- 
haps, with little inward regard to any religion 
(which is too often the cafe) if he loves the peace 
and welfare of his country, can, after cool think- 
ing, rejoice to fee a power placed again in the 
hands of fo reftlefs, fo ambitious, and fo mercile(s 
a faction, to ad over all the fame parts a fecoud. 
time? 

Whether the candor of that expreffion, fo fre- 
quent of late in fermons and pamphlets, of the 
Jirength and number of the papifts in Ireland, can be. 
juftified ? For as to their number, however great, 
it is always magnified in proportion to the zeal or 
politicks of the fpeaker and writt?j'but it is a groTs. 

impofition, 

\ 
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impodtion, upon common reafony to terrify us with 
their ftrength. For-popery^ under the circumftances 
it lies in this kingdom, although it be offenfive amd 
inconvenient enough from the confequences it hath 
to encreafe the rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well 
as poverty of the natives, is not properly dangeroas 
in that fenfe, as feme would have us take it ; be* 
caufe it is univerfally hated by every part of a dif- 
ferent religious profeffion. It is the contempt of the 
wife; the be A topick for clamours of defigning men; 
but the real terror only of fools. The landed p^Jk 
intereft, in England^ far exceeds that among us 
even in proportion to the wealth and extent of each 
kingdom. The little that remains here is daily 
dropping into protejlant hands by purchafe or dc- 
fcent; and that afte6led complaint of counterfeit 
converts will fall, with the caufe of it, in half a 
generation, unlefs it be raifed or kept alive as a 
continual fund of merit and eloquence. The papifls 
are wholly d i fanned ;. they have neither courage^ 
leaders, money, nor inclinations to rebel ; they want 
every advantage, which they formerly polFeilcd, to 
follow that trade; and wherein even with thofj ad- 
vantages they always, mifcarried : they appear very 
cafy and fatisficd under that connivance, which they 
enjoyed during the whole laft reign; nor ever 
fcrupled to rcpro;ich another party, under which 
they pretend to have fuffered fo much fevcrity. 

Upon thef'e conliderations, I muft confcfs to have 
fufpendcd much of my pity towards the great dreaders 
oi popery y many of whom appear to be hale, (Irong, 

atElivc, 
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a£tivc, young men ; who, as I am told, eat, drink, 
and flecp heartily ; and are very chearful (as they 
have exceeding good reafon) upon all other fubje&. 
However, I cannot too much commend the gene-* 
rous concern, which our neighbours, and others 
who come from the fame neighbourhood, are (b 
kind to exprefs for us upon this account ; although 
the former be farther removed from the danger of 
popery by twenty leagues of falt-water : but this, I 
fear, is a digreifion. 

When an artificial report was raifed here, many 
years ago, of an intended invaiion by the pntendtr 
which blew over, after it had done its office) the 
diffifiters argued, in their talk and in their pamphlets, 
after this manner, applying themfelves to thofe of 
the church : Gentlemen, if the pretender had land* 
ed, as the law now ftands, we durft not affift you; 
and therefore, unlefs you take o(F the teft^ when- 
ever you (hall happen to be invaded in earned, if 
we are defired to take up arms in your defence, 
our anfwer (hall be : Pray, gentlemen, fight youf 
own battles : we will not do your drudgery. This 
way of rcafoning I have heard from feveral of their 
cbiefs and abetters in an hundred convcrfations ; 
and have re^d it in twenty pamphlets : and I am 
confident it will be offered again, if the projed 
ihould fail to take off the teft. 

Upon which piece of oratory and reafoning, I 
form the following query. Whether, in cafe of an 
invafion from the pretender (which is not quite fo 
probobic as from the grandf^nior)^ the difenters can, 

with 
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itfc prudence and fafcty, offer the feme pica ; ex- 
ipt thej (ball have made a previous ftipulation 
ich the invaders ? And whether the full freedom 
their religion and tr^ide, their lives, properties, 
Ives, and children, are not, and have not always 
:en reckoned, fufHcicnt motives for repelling in— 
(ions ; efpecially in our fedlaries, who call them- 
Ives the true^ protcjiants^ by virtue of their prc- 
[ided or real fiercenefs againft popery. 
Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the 
y of the martyrdom of the bleffed king Charles the 
ft, enjoined by a<9: of parliament, can be juftly 
:koned a particular and diftlngui(hing mark of 
od afFeftion to the prefent governm-^nt? 
Whether in thofe churches, where the faid day 
pbferved, it will fully anfwer the intent of the 
d zQiy if the preacher (hall commend, excufe, pal- 
te, or extenuate the murder of that royal martyr ; 
d place the guilt of that horrid rebellion, with all 
confequences, the following ufurpations, the en- 
e deftru£iion of the church, the cruel and con« 
ual perfecutions of thofe who could be difcoverec} 
profefs its do6lrines, with the enfuing babel of 
laticifm, to the account of that blefled king, who, 
granting the petition of right, and paffing every 
1 that could be afked for the fecurity of the fub* 
\j had, by the confe0ion of thofe wicked men 
fore the war began, left them nothing more to 
nand? 

Whether fuch a preacher as I have named (whereof 

^re have been more than em^ not many years paft, 

5 «vea 
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even in the prefence of viceroys) who takes that 
coiurfe as a means for proniotion,may not be thought 
to ilep a little out of the common road, in a mo* 
Barcfay where the dependents of that moft blefled, 
nartyr have reigned to this day ? 

I ground the reafon of making thefe queries on 
the title of the afi;^ to which I refer the reader- 
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VOUR OF THE CATHOLICKS. 

Written ia the Year 1732 [/]. 

IT is well known, that the firft conquerors rf 
this kingdom were Engli/h catholicks^ fubjedls to 
Englijh catholick kings, from whom, by their valour 
and fuccefs, they obtained large portions of land, 
given them as a reward for their many viftories 
over the Irifl): to which merit oui" brethren^ the 
dilTenters of any denomination whatfoever, liave 
xiot the leail pretenfions. 

It is confefTed, that the pofierity of thole firft 
vi£torious caihoUcks were often forced to rife in their 
own defence againft new colonies from England^ 
who treated them, like mere native Irijh^ with in- 
numerable oppreffions, depriving them of their 

[j] The author having before examined the preflb^teiians plea i£ 
merit^ with refpe^t to their own principles and pra^ces^ has, in tkii 
tra^, put them iQ the balance agdnft papiftt, 

landf^ 
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lasds, and driving them, by force of- arms,- into 
the moft defperate parts of the kingdom ; till in tht 
next generation the children of thefe tyrants were 
ufed in the fame m^^oner by ntw Englijb adven- 
turers, which prad^icc continued for many centu- 
f ies . fiut it 16 agroe4 on afl hands, that no infur^ 
re£lions were ever made, except after great oppref- 
fions by freih invadcn. Whereas all the rebellions 
of puritans^ 'prejbyterians^ independents^ and other 
iifdUries^ copftancly begao before any provocatio&s 
were gn"cn3 except that they were not ffiffeM to 
change the government in church and (late, and 
feize both into their own hands ; which, however, 
at lail they did, with the murder of their king, and 
of many thoufands of his beft fubje£ts« 

The catholicks were jflways defenders of monar- 
chy, as conftituted in thefe kingdom^s; whereas 
our brethren^ the dijfentersy were always republicans 
loth in principle and praAice. 

It is well known, that all the catholicks of thefe 
kingdoms, both priefts and laity, are true whigs^ 
in the beft and moft proper fenfc of the word; 
bearing as well in their hearts, as in their outward 
profeffion, an entire loyalty to the royal houfe of 
Hanover^ in the perfon and poftprity of George the 
fecond, againft thi pretender and all his aSerents. 
To which they t^ink themfelvcs bound in grati- 
tude, as wcii as confcience, by the lenity where- 
with they have been treated fince the death of 
qtieen Anm^ fo different from what tfiey fuftred 
in the four laft years of tha^ prip^fr^ 4uriiig the 
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adminiftration of that wicked minifter the earl of 
Oxford. 

The cathoUcks of this kingdom humbly hope, 
that they have at leaft as fair a title as any of their 
brother diilenters to the ^peliation of froUftanU. 
They have always protefted againft the felling, de- 
throning, or murdering their kings ; againft the 
ufurpations and avarice of the court of Rjotne\ 
againft deifm^ athei/m^ focinianifmj quakerifmy mug" 
gUtoniafm^ fanatictfm^ hrownifin^ as well as againft 
all 'JewSy Turks^ infidehy and bereiicks. Whereas 
the title of protejiants aflumed by the whole herd of 
diflfenters (except ourfelves) dependeth entirely up- 
on the proiejiing againft archbijhops^ hijbops^ deant^ 
and chapters^ with their revenues \ and the whole 
hierarchy ; which are the very expreiEons ufed in 
the Jolemn league and covenant [/], where the word 
popery is only mentioned ad invidiam ; becaufe the 
cathoUcks agree with the epifcopal church in thofe 
fundamentals. 

Although the cathoUcks cannot deny, that, in the 
great rebellion againft king Charles the firft, more 
foldiers of their religion were in die parliament 
flsmy, than in his majefty's troops ; and that many 
jefuits and friers went about, in the difguife of 
Presbyterian and independent minifters, to preach up 

f/] A folemn leasne and covenant enteni into bet^^'cen the $€§ts 
and EtigOfb hnmcki, in tlie rebeUioo agadaft king Cbdr/es the fitft, 
1643^ by which they iblcfflttly tagagBd^ anong other things, * T« 
** tndcjiTour tlie extirpation of prelacy, that is, chnrch governmcat by 
** archbiihopi, bifliops, deans, archdeacon^ and all other epifcopal offi« 
<' ccr$, depending on chat Uenirchy.** 

rebellion. 
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rebellton, as the beft hiftorians of thofe times In* 
form us ; yet the bulk of catholicks^ in both king- 
domsy preferved their loyalty. entire* 

The cutbacks have fome reafon to think it a lit- 
tie hard, when their enemies will not pleafe to 
dtftinguifh between the rebellious riot committed 
by that brutal ruffian Sir PheUm O Neal^ with his 
tumultuous crew of rabble, and the forces raifed 
afterwards by the cathoUck lords and gentlemen of 
the Englijb pale in defence of the king, after the 
Englijh rebellion began. It it is well known, that 
his majefty's affairs were in great diftradion fome 
time before by an invafion of the covenantingj Scot* 
ifiy kirk rebilSf and by the bafe terms the king was 
forced to accept, that they might be kept in quiet 
at a jun£lure when he was every hour threatened 
at home by that fanatic party, which foon after 
fet aN in a flame. And, if the cachoUck army in 
Ireland fought for their king againft the forces fent 
over by the parliament then in a£lual rebellion 
againft him, what perfon of loyal principles can be 
fo partial to deny, that they did their duty by join^ 
ing him with the marquis of Ormond and other 
commanders, who bore their commiffions from the 
king ? For which great numbers of them loft their 
lives, and forfeited their eftates; a great part of 
the latter being now pofTefled, by many defcend- 
ents from thofe very men, who had drawn their 
fwords in the fervice of that rebellious parliament 
.which cut off his head and deftroyed monarchy. 
And what is more amazing^ although thft iamp 

perfons. 
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perfons, when the Iri/h were entirely fubdued, 
continued in power under the rumpj were chief 
confidents and faithful fubjeds to Cromwell, yet, 
being wife enough to forefee a reftoration, they 
feized the forts and caftles here out of the hands of 
their old brethren in rebeHion, for the fervice of the 
king ; jufl: faving the tide, and putting in a ftock 
of merit fufficient not only to preferve the land 
which the catholUks loft by their loyalty, but like- 
wife to preferve their civil and military employ* 
ments, or be higher advanced. 

Thofe infurredions wherewith the catholich are 
charged, from the beginning of the feventeenth 
century to the great Englijh rebellion, were occafi- 
oned by many oppreiEons they lay under. They 
had no intention to introduce a new religion, but 
to enjoy the liberty of preferving the old\ the very 
fame which their anceftors profefled from the time 
that Chriftianity was firft introduced into this 
ifland, which was by catholicks \ but whether ming- 
led with corruptions, as fome pretend, doth not be- 
long to the queftion. They had no defign to 
change the government ; they never attempted to 
fight againft, to imprifon, to betray, to fell, to 
bring to a trial, or to murder their king. The 
fchifmaticks z&tA by a fpirit dire6tly contrary; 
they united in zfolemn league and covenant to alter 
the whole fyftem of fpiritual government eftabliihed 
in alKcjiriftian nations, and of apofiolic inftituti- 
on $ concluding the tragedy with the murder of the 
king in cold blood, and upon mature deliberation; 

Vol., IX. ■ Y ac 
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at the fame time changing the monarchy into' t 
commonwealth. 

The ctithoUeks of Ireland^ in the great rebellion^ 
loft their eftates for fighting in defence of their 
king* The fchifmaticks^ who cut oiF the father's 
head, forced the fon to fly for his life, and over- 
turned the whole ancient frame of government, 
religious and civil : obtained grants of thofe very 
eftates, which the catboUcks loft in defence of the 
ancient conftitution, many of which eftates are, at 
this day, poflTefled by the pofterity of thofe fchifma- 
ticks : and thus they gained by their rebeUion^ what 
the catboUcks loft by their kyalty. 

We allow the catboUcks to be brethren of the dif- 
fenters; fome people indeed (which we cannot 
lUlow) would have them to be our children, be- 
caufe we both diflent from the church eftabliflied, 
tnd both agree in abolifliing this perfecuting facra- 
mental teft, by which negative difcouragement we 
are both rendered incapable of civil and military 
employments. How<Sver, we cannot but wonder 
at the bold familiarity of thefe fchifmaticks in cal- 
Jing the members of the national church their hre* 
thren and fellow froteftants. It is true, that all 
thefe fe^ (except the iatbolicks) are brethren to 
each other in faction, ignorance, iniquity, perverfe- 
Jiefs, pride, and (if we except the quakers) in re* 
bellion. But, how the churcbmea can be ftyled 
their fellow froteftantSy we cannot comprehend : 
becaufe, when the whole bahel of fedUries joined 
againft the churchy the kin|^ and th« nohility, for 

CWfinty 
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twenty years, in a Match at Foot Ball, 
where the proverb exprefly tells us, that all are 
t^BLLOws ; while the three kingdoms were tofled 
%o and fro, the churches and cities and royal pa- 
laces fhattered to pieces by their baUsj their buffets^ 
and their kicks \ the victors would allow no more 
Fellows at Foot Ball; but rnurdcrcd, fe- 
^ueftered, plundered, deprived, banifhed to the 
plantations, or enflaved, all their oppofers who had 
b/l the game. 

It is faid the world is governed by opimsn ; and 
politicians aiTure us, that all power is founded 
thereupon. Wherefore, as all human creatureii 
arp fond to diftra£lion of their own opinions, and 
ib much the more, as thofe opinions are abfurd, 
ridiculous, or of little moment; it muft follow, 
that they are equally, fond of power. But no opi- 
nions are maintained' with fo much obftinacy as 
thofe in religion, efpecially by fuch zealots, who 
never bore the leaft regard to religion, confcience, 
honour, juftice, truth, mercy, or common monu- 
lity farther than in outward appearance, under dhe 
maik of hypocrify to promote their diabolical de* 
fi^ns. And therefore bifbop Bumetj one of thetr 
oracles, tells us honeftly, that the fnnts of thofe 
fanatic times pronounced themfelves above mora* 
lity ; which they reckoned among higgarlj tUsnetasi 
b^C the menning of thefe two laft words thus appli* 
ed, we confefs to be above our underftanding. 

Among thofe kingdoms and ftates which firft 
embraced the Reformation, England appears to 

Y a have 
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have received it in the moft regular way -, where it 
was introduced in a peaceable manner, bj the 
fupreme power of a Icing [ir] and the three eftates 
in parliament; to which, as the higheft legiflative 
authority, all fubjeds are bound paffivdy to fab- 
mit. Neither was there much blood (hed on fo 
great a change of religion. But a confideraUe 
number of lords, and other perfons of quality 
through the kingdom, ftill continued in their old 
faith, and were, notwithftanding their difference in 
religion, employed in offices civil as well as mili- 
tary, more or lefs in every reign, until the teft aft 
in the time of king Charles the fecond. However, 
from the time of the Reformation, the number of 
catholicks gradually and confiderably leflened. So 
that, in the reign of king Charles the firft, England 
became, in a great degree, a proteftant kingdom, 
without taking the fe£iaries into the number; the 
legality whereof, with refpe£l to human laws, the 
catholicks never difputed; but the puritans^ and 
other fcbifmaticks, without the leaft pretence to 
any fuch authority, by an open rebellion deftroyed 
that legal Reformation, as we obferved before, 
murdered their king, and changed the monarchy 
into a republick. It is therefore not to be won- 
dered at, if the catholicks^ in fuch a babel of religi- 
ons, chofe to adhere to their own faith left them 
by their anceftors^ rather than feek for a better 

W Haify Vni, 
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among a rabble of hypocritical, rebelliousi deluding 
knaves, or deluded enthuflafts. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion 
be changed by the fupreme legiflative power, we 
cannot difpute the human legality of fuch a change. 
But we humbly conceive, that if any confiderable 
party of men, which differs from an eftablifhment, 
either old or new, can deferve liberty of confci- 
ence, it ought to confift of thofe, who, for want of 
convi£lion, or of right undferftanding the merits 
of each caufe, conceive themfelves bound in con- 
fcience to adhere to the religion of their anccftors ; 
becaufe they are of all others leaft likely to be au» 
thors of innovations either in church or ftate. 

On the other fide ; if the reformation of religion 
be founded upon rebellion againft the king, with- 
out whofe cbnfent, by the nature of our conftitu- 
tion, no law can pafs ; if this reformation be in- 
troduced by only one of the three eftates, I mean 
the commons, and not by one half even of thofe 
commons, and this by the af&ftance of a rebellious 
army j again, if this Reformation were carried on 
by the cxciufion of nobles both lay and fpiritual 
(who conftitute the other part of the three eftates), 
. by the murder of their king, and by abolifhing the 
whole fyftem of government ; the catholicks cannot 
fee why the fucceffors of thofe fchifmaticks, who 
are univerfally accufed by all partie?, except them- 
felves, and a few infamous abetters, for flill re- 
taining the fame principles in religion and govcrn- 
Y 3 mint. 
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snenC, under which their predeceflbrs afted ; (houMl 
pretend to a better (hare of civil or miliury truft, 
profit and power, than the cathoUcks^' who^ during 
all that period of twenty years, were continual^ 
perfecuted with the utmoft feverity, merely on ac- 
count of their loyalty and conftant adherence ta 
kingly power. 

We now come to thofe arguments for repealing 
the facramental teft, which equally affe£l the €§* 
th»luks^ and their brethren the diffenters. 

Firfij we agree wkh our fellow-difienters, 
that [x] perficution^ merefy for an/cienee foke^ is 
•0gainfi the genius rf tbf go/peL And fo Iticewife is 
any law for depriving mm of their natstral and civil 
rigbtSj which they claim as men. We are alfo ready 
enough to allow, that tbefaiaUeft negative difcou^ 
ragements^ for uniformity* sfoke^ are fo many ferfocw* 
tions. Becaufe, it cannot be denied, that the 
icratch of a pin is, in fome degree, a real wound, 
as much as a ftab through the heart. Inr like man* 
ner, an incapacity by law for any man to be made 
a judge, a colonel, orjuftice of the peace, merely 
an a point of eonfcience^ is a negative Sfcntragementf 
and, confequently, a real perfecution : for in this 
cafe, the author of the pamphlet, quoted in tht 
margin [y], puts a very pertinent and powerful 
^ueftion : If God be thefoU Lord of the eonfcience^ 

[x] Vid, Reaibos for the icpad of dM fiKramental tet» 
O] Vid. RcnTom for tbt itfoX of tbs UammA tefti 

wbj 
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nvhyjbmld the rights of confciena he fuhjiG to human 
jitrifdi^ion ? Now, to apply this to the catholicks ; 
the belief of tranfubftantiation u a matter purely of 
religion and confcience^ which doth not affeSf the polii^ 
tical intereft of fociety^ as fuch : therefore wbyjbould 
the rights of confciena^ whereof G(A is the file Lord) 
hefubjeSf to human jurifdiSlion ? And why (hould 
God be deprived of this right over a catholick*s 
confcience, any more than over that of any other 
diflenter > 

And whereas another author, among our bre- 
diren the diflenters, hath very juftly complained^ 
that, by this perfecuting teft a^ft, great numbers of 
true froteflantt have been forced to leave the king- 
dom, and fly to the plantatbns, rather than ftay 
here branded with an incapacity for civil and mili- 
tary employments \ we do afirm, that the catholicks 
can bring many more inftances of the (ame kind ; 
fomt thoufands of their religion having been forced^ 
by the facramental teft, to retire into other coun» 
tries, rather than live here under the incapacity of 
wearing fwords, fitting in parliament, and getting 
that Ihare of power and profit which beloiig to 
diem as fettow ChrifiianSj whereof they are de- 
prived merely upon account of con/cience^ which would 
not allow tbenf to take thefacrament after thf manner 
prefcribed in the liturgy. Hence it dearly follows, 
in the words of the fame [z] author, lliat if wi 

[f] See KcaftQi i^alnft d^ utU 
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catholicks are tncapabU ofemphymentSj we are pmtjh- 
id for cur dijpnty that is^ for our confcierue^ which 
wholly turns upon political cohjiderations. 

The catholicks are willing to acknowledge the 
king's fupremacy, whenever their brethren, the dif- 
fenters, (ball pleafe to (hew them ap example. 

Further, the catholicks^ whenever their religion 
(hall come to be the national efiablilhed faith, are 
willing to undergo the fame teji offered by the au- 
thor already quoted. His words are thefe : To end 
this debate y hy putting it upon a foot ^ which^ I hope, 
will appear^ to every impartial perfon^ a fair and 
equitable ctit: : we catholicks propofe\ with fubmijjion 
to the j>ro^>£r judges^ that effectual fecurity he taken 
ugainji perfecution^ ky obliging all, who are admitted 
into places of power and trujl^ whatever their religious 
profeffton he^ in the moft folemn manner, to difclaim 
ferfecuting principles. It is hoped the publick will 
take notice of thefe words j IVhatever their religious 
profejfion be\ which plainly include the catholicks \ 
and for which we return thanks to our dijfenting 
brethren.. 

. And whereas it i$ objected bjy thofe of the eftab- 
lilhed church, that, if the fchifmaticks and fana- 
ticks were once put into a capacity of pofleffing 
civil and military employments, they would never 
be at eafo, till they had raifed their own way of 
worihip into the national religion through all his 
majefty's dominions, egual with the true orthodox 
' Scoitijh kirk ; .which, wh^rv they bad once brought 

to 
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to pafs^ they would no more allow liberty of coii- 
fcience to epifcopal diflcnters, than they did in the 
time of the great EngUJb rebellion, and in the fuc* 
ceeding fanatic anarchy, till the king was reftored.* 
There is another very learned fchifmatical [<?J 
pamphleteer, who, in anfwer to a malignant libel 
called. The prejbyterian plea of merit y &c. clearly 
wipes off this afperdon, by afTuring all epifcopal 
proteftants of the preferit church, upon his own 
word, and to his own knowledge, that our bre- 
thren, the diffenters, will never offer at fuch an at- 
tempt. In like manner the cathoHcksj when legally 
required, will openly declare, upon their words and 
honours^ that, as foon as their negative difcourage" 
mcnts and their perfecution (hall be removed by re- 
pealing the facramental teft, they will leave it en- 
tirely to the merits of th'e caufe, whether the kingr 
dom {hall think fit to make their faith the eftab^ 
liibed religion or not. 

And again, whereas our prejbyterian brethren, ia 
many of their pamphlets, take much ofFence, that 
the great rebellion in England^ the murder of the 
king, with the entire change of religion and govern- 
i^iejit, are perpetually objedled againft them both 
|n and out of feafon, by our common enemy th^ 
prefent conformifls i we do declare, in the defence 
of our faid brethren, that the reproach aforefaid is 
an old worn-out thread bare cant, which they always 

[a] '\nndication of the protcflant dificntcrs. 

difdaincd 



330 Roman Catholicks Reasons 

dUUatned to anfwer: and I very well remember, 
that having once cold a certain conformift, how 
much I Wondered to hear him and his tribe dwel- 
ling perpetually on (b beaten a fubjed; he wai 
pleafed to divert the difcourfe wich a foolilh ftory, 
which I cannot forbear telling to his difgrace. He 
faid, there was a clergyman in Yorkjhire^ who, for 
fifteen years together, preached every Sunday againft 
drunkennefi : whereat the parilhioners being much 
offended, complained to the archbifhop ; who hav- 
ing fent for the clergyman, and feverely repri- 
manded him, the minifter had no better an anfwer, 
than by con/ejQing the fa<^ ; adding, that all the 
parifli were drunkards^ that he deiired to reclaim 
them from one vice, before he would begin upon 
another; and fince they ftill continued to be as 
gr^at drunkards as before, he refolved to go on» 
except his grace would pleafe to forbid him* 

We are yery fenfible how heavy an accuiktion 
lieth upon the catholicks of Ireland'^ that fome years 
before king Charles the (econd was reftered, when 
theirs and the king's forces were entirely reduced, 
and the kingdom declared, by the rump^ to be fet- 
tled ; after all his majefty*s generals were forced to 
fly to France^ or other countries, the heads of the 
faid catholicks^ who remained here in an enflaved 
condition, joined to fend an invitation to the duke 
of Lorraini engaging, upon his appearing here 
with his forces, to deliver up the whole ifland to 
his power, and declare him their foveragn ; whicfa^ 

after 
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-after the Reftoftttion, was proved againft them bf 
dean B^Uy fince primate» who produced the very 
x)rigioal inftrument at the board. The catholidf 
fireely acknowledge the fad; to be true \ and, at the 
iame time, appeal to all the world, whether 4i 
wifer, a better, a more honeyrable, or a move 
juftifiable proje£l could have been- thought of. Tbejr 
were then reduced to flavery and beggary by the 
EngUJh rebels, many thoufands of them murdered, 
the reft deprived of their eftates, and driven to live 
on a fmall pittance in the wilds of Connaught \ at a 
tiipe when either the rumpy or Cromwell^ abfo- 
lutely governed the three kingdoms* And the 
queftion will turn upon this, whether the cathoUckSy 
deprived, of all their poiTeffions, governed with a 
rod of iron, and in utter defpair of ever feeing the 
monarchy reftored, for the prefervation of which 
they had fufFered fo much, were to be blamed for 
calling in a foreign prince of their own religioi^ 
who had a confiderable army to fupport tbem^ rtr 
ther than fubmitto fo infamous an ufurper as Cr^m^ 
will^ or fuch a bloody an|l ignominious conventicte 
IS the rump. And I have often beard not onlf 
our friends the diflenters, but even our commoii 
enemy the conformifts, who are converiant in the 
hiftory of thofe times, freely confeft, that, con* 
fidering the miferable fituation the Irijb were thea 
in, they could not have thought of a braver or 
more virtuous attempt; by which they might hav« 
been inftrumenti of reftoring the lawful mooaidit 

at 
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at leaft to the recovery of England and Scotland 
from thofe betrayers and fellers, and murderers of 
■ bis royal father. 

To conclude; whereas the laft quoted author 
complains very heavily and frequently of a Brand 
that lies upon them, it is a great miftake : for the 
firft original Brand hath been long taken oSF; 
only we confefs the fear will probably remain, and 
be vifible for ever to thofe, who know the princi« 
pies by which they aded, and until thofe princi* 
pics (ball be openly renounced ; elfe it muft con- 
tinue to all generations, like the mark fet upon 
Ctfm, which, fome authors fay, defcended to all 
bis pofterity ; or like the Roman nofe and Auftrian 
Up ; or like the long bag of fleflr hanging down 
from the gills of the people in Piedmont. But, as 
for any brands fixed on fchifmaticks for /everal 
years paft, they have been all made with cold iron ; 
like thieves who, by the Benefit of the Cler- 
-GT, are condemned to be only burned in the 
band ; but efcape the pain and the mark, by being 
in fee with the Javlor. Which advantage the 
fchifmatica) teachers will never want, who, as we 
areaflured, and of Which thert \^ z very frejh in- 
Jlanct^ have the fouls and bodies, and purfes of 
their people a hundred times more at their mercy, 
than the catholick pricfts could ever pretend to. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the catholicks do 
bumbly petftion (without the leajl infmuation of 
threatening) that, upon this favourable jundture, 

their 
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tlieir incapacity for civil and military employments 
may be wholly taken off, for the very fame reafons 
(befides others more cogent) that are now offered 
by their brethren the diJfenUrSn 

And your petitioners y as in duty bounds Jhall ever 
frayy &c. 

Dublitty 
Nov. 1733^ 

In this controverfy the author was agsua n^oiious^ for the «s|i 
was not repealed. 
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ACAIlfST 

The BILL for fettling the Tithe 6[ Hemf^ 
FlaXt &c. by a Modus [b^ 

TH £ dergy did little cxped to have any caufe 
of complaint againft the prefent houfe of 
commons; who, in the laft feffion, were pleafed 
to throw out a bill [r} fent them from the lords, 
which that reverend body apprehended would be 
very injurious to them, if it pafled into a law : and 
who, in the prefent feffion, defeated the arts and 
endeavours of fcbifmaticks to repeal the facrammtal 
tift. 

For although it hath been allowed on all hands, 
that the former of thofe bills might, by its necef-^ 
iary confequences, be very difpleaiipg to the lay 
gentlemen of the kingdom, for many reafons pure- 
ly fecular J and that this laft attempt for repealing 

\h\ Mtsy eminent cleigymen, who opposed this fcheme^ appKed 
to Dr. Smlfi to write againft it, which he leadiljr confented to upon 
Ibeir giving him fomc hints, and, two days after, the following rea* 
fi>9* we^e preicipted to (ererai members of pariiament, whick had f» 
fotd aa efM, that the bill wai dropped. 

£r] For the bilhopf to difida living^ 
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the tejl did much more afFe£^, at prefent, the tem- 
poral intereft, than the fpiritual; yet the whole 
body of the lower clergy have, upon both thofe 
occafions, expreifed equal gratitude to that honour- 
able houfe for their juftice and {leadinefs, as if the 
clergy alone were to receive the benefit. 

It mud needs be therefore a great addition to 
the clergy's grief, that fuch an afTembly, as the 
prefent houfe of commons, fhould now, with an 
expedition more than ufual, agree to a bill for en- 
couraging the linen manufadure with a claufe^ 
whereby the church is to lofe two parts in three of 
the legal tithe in flax and hemp. 

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch a lavr 
will be a great hardlhip upon them are, I conceivCy 
thofe that follow. I (hall venture to enumerate 
them with all deference due to that honourable 
aiTembly. 

Firjl^ the clergy fuppofe that they have /lot, bjr 
any fault or demerit, incurred the difpleafure of the 
nation's reprefentatives : neither can the declared 
loyalty of the prefent fett, from the higheft prelate 
to the loweft vicar, be in the leaft difputed : be- 
caufe there are hardly ten clergymen through the 
whole kingdom, for more than nineteen years paft, 
who have not been either preferred entirely upon 
account of their declared affection to the HanmMT 
line^ or higher promoted as the due reward of die 
£ime iperit. 

. There is not a landlord, in the whole kingdooit 
refilling fome part of the year at his countiy feat. 

who 
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who is not, in his own confcicnce, fully convinc- 
ed, that the tithes of his minifter have gradually 
funky for fome years paft, one third, or at leaft 
one fourth of their former value, exclufive of all 
non-folvencies. 

The payment of tithes, in this kingdom, is fub- 
je6l to fo many frauds, brangles, and other diffi- 
culties, not only from papi/is and dijf enters^ but 
even from thofe who profefs themfcl ves /r^/^^w/J ; 
that, by the expcnce, the trouble, and vexation of 
colle£Hng, or bargaining for them, they are, of alt 
other rents, the moft precarious, uncertain, and ill 
paid. 

The landlords, in moft parifhes, expe£^, as a 
compliment, that they fhall pay little more than 
half the value of the tithes for the lands they^boM 
in their own hands \ which often cpnfift of large 
domains : and it is the minifter's intereft to make 
them eafy upon that article, when he confiders 
what influence thofe gentlemen have upon their 
tenants* 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fevere, 
that, in a bill for encouraging the linen manufac- 
ture, they alone inuft be the fufFcrers, who can 
leaft afibrd it* If, as I am told, there be a tax of 
three thoufand pounds a year paid by the publick, 
for a farther encouragement to the faid manufac- 
ture, are not the clergy equal iharers in the charge 
with the reft of their fellow-fubjeas ? What fatis- 
faSoiiy reafon can be therefore given, why they 
alon^ iliould bear the whole additional weight, un- 
^ lefs> 
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Icfs it will be- alledgcd that their proptrty is not 

upon an equal foot with the properties of other 
men. They acquire dieir own fmall pittance by 
at leaft as honeft means as their neighbours, the 
landlords, poficfs their dftates ; and hare been al- 
ways fuppofed, except in rebellious or fanatical 
times, to have as good a title: for no families 
now in being can (bew a more ancient. Indeed, 
if it be true, that feme perfons (I hope they were 
not many) were feen to laugh when the rights of 
the clergy were mentioned 1 in this cafe ait opinion 
may poffibly be foon advanced, that they have no 
rights at all. And this is likely enough to gain 
ground, in proportion as the contempt of all reli- 
gion (hall incrcafe, which is already in a very for-^ 
ward way. 

It is faid, there will be alfo added, in thb bill, a 
claufe for diminifhing the tithe of hops, in order 
to cultivate that nfeful plant among us : ttnd hetd 
likewife the load is to lie entirely on the (hbuldef^ 
bf the clergy, while the landlords reap all the be* 
nefit. It will not be eafy to forefee where fach' 
proceedings are like to ftop: or whether, by thi 
ame authority, in civil times, a parliament mstjr 
H>t as jaftly cUalleng^ the fame power in reducing 
ill things tttheable, not below the tenth part of tk^ 
irodnA (which is, ahd ever will be, tiie clergy'^ 
9quitable right), but froifi a tenth park to a fixu^ 
or eightieth, and frotn th«nce to nothing. 

I have heafd it granted, by fldlful peHbn^, Aat ' 
he pradice of talcing the clergy, by parlisteent,- 

Vol. IX. Z without 
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without their own confent, is a new thing, net 
much above the date of fcventy' years : before 
which period, in tknes of peace, they always taxed 
themfelves. But things are extremely altered at 
prefent : it is not now fuficient to tax thenr in 
common with their fellow-fubje£b^ without im^ 
pofing an additional tax upon them, from which, 
OF from any thing equivalent, all thoir fellow fub- 
je&s are exempt ; and this in a country profeffing 
Chrifiianity, 

The greateft part of the clej^^ throughout this 
kingdom, have been' ftripped of thek giebes by the 
confufion of times, by violence,* ffaud, oppreffioo, 
and other unlawful means ; all which glebes are 
now in the hands of the laity. So. that they now 
are generally fgrced to lie at the mercy of landlords 
for a fmall piece of ground in their pariibes, at a 
moil exorbiunt rent, and uTually for a (hort term 
pf years, whereon to build a houfe,- and enable 
them to refide. Yet, in ipigbt of thefe difadvan- 
tages, I am a witnefs, that they are generally more 
conftant redden ts,. than their brethren in England i> 
where the meaneft vicar hath a convenient dwel- 
ling, with a barn, a garden, and a field or two 
for his cattle;, befides, the certainty of his little 
income from honeft farmers, able and willing not 
only to pay him his due$, but Ukcwife to make 
him prefentSy according to their ability, for his 
better fupport. In all which <;ircumftances the 
clergy of Inlawi meet with a treatment dire£Uy 
contrary. ^ 

... ^' * :. It 
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tt IS hopied the honourable houre will conCder, 
tha^ ft is impofSble for the moft ill-mrnded, avari- 
ciousy or canning clergyman to do the leaft in- 
juftice to the nteaheft cottager in his panQi in any 
bargain for tithes,' or other ecclefiaftical dues. He 
can, at the utmoft, only demand to have his tithe 
fairly laid out ; and does not once, in a hundredf 
times, obtain his demand. But every tenant, from 
the pbo^eft cottager to the moft fubflantial farnrtr^ 
can, and generally doth,- tmpofe upon the ihinift^,* 
by fraud, by theft, by lyesj by perjuries, by info- 
lence, and fometimes by force; nbtwithftanding 
the utmoft vigilance and (kill of himfeff arfd his 
proftor. Ififomuch, that it is allowed, that the' 
clergy in general receive little mortf than one half 
of their legal dues j not including the charges they 
are at in coUcfting or bargairting for them. 

The land rents of Ireldiid are computed to about 
two millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two 
hundred thoufand pounds. The beneficed clergy* 
men, excluding thofe of this city, are not reckoned 
to be above five hundred ; by which cotoptrtafion, 
they fhould each of them pollefs tv^o hundred 
pounds a year, if thofe tithes were equally divided, 
although, in well-cultivated corn countries, it 
ought to be more ; whereas they hardly receive on ^ 
half of that fum, with great defalcations, and in 
very bad payments. There are, indeed, a few 
glebes in the north pretty confiderable ; but, if 
thcfe and all the reft were in like manner equally 
divided, they would not add five pounds z year to 

Z 2 every 
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every clergyman. Therefore, whether the condi- 
tion of the clergy in general among us be juftly 
liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burthen, 
which neither the nobility, nor gentry, nor tradcf- 
men, nor farmers, will touch with one of theif 
fingers ; this^ 1 fay, is fubmittcd to the honourable 
houfe. 

One terrible circumftanee in this bill is, that of 
turning the tithe of fiax and hmp into what the 
lawyers call a madus^ or a certain fuoi in lieu of a 
tenth part of the produA. And by this pradice of 
daioAing a niQim in many pariflies by ancient cuf- 
tom, thfc clergy, m both kingdoms, have been ai- 
med incredible fiifferers. Thus, in the prefent 
caie, tb€ tiche cf a tokrable acre ^ fiax^ which, 
by a medium,' is worth twelve (hillings, is, by the 
prefent bill, reduced to four (hillings. Neither is 
this the worft part in a modus ; every determinate 
fum muft, in procefs of time, fink from a fourth to 
a four and twentieth part, or a great deal lower, 
by that neceilary fall attending the value of money, 
which is now at leaft nine tenths lower all over 
Europe^ than it wis four hundred years a^o, by a 
gradual decline; and even a third part at leaft, 
within our own memories,, in purchafing almoft 
every thing required for the nece^ies or conveni* 
encies of life ; as any gentleman can attefl:, who 
hath, kept houle for twenty years paft. And this 
will equally aflfeA poor countries, as well as rich. 
For, although I look upon^ it as an impoi&bility 
that this kingdom (hould ever thrive under its pre- 
3 fent 
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■fent difadvantages, which, without a mlracfc, muft 
ftill incrcafe ; yet, when the whde calh of the na- 
tion fhall fink to fifty thoufand pounds, we muft, 
in a}] our trafiick abroad, either of import or ex- 
port, go by the general rate, at which money 1$ 
•valued in thofe countries that enjoy the common 
privileges of human kind. For this rea(bn no cor- 
poration (if the clergy may prefume to call them- 
felves one) fliould, by any means, grant away their 
properties in perpetuity upon any confideration 
whatfoever ; which is a rode that many corporatU 
ons have fplit upon to their great impoveriikingy 
and fometimes to their utter undoing ^ becaufe they 
are fuppofed to fubllfl: for ever, and becaufe no de- 
termination of money is of any certain perpetual 
intriniic value. This is known enough in Ef^^ 
land^ where eftates, let for ever, fome hundred 
years ago, by feveral ancient noble families, do notf 
at this prefent, pay their pofterity a twentieth part 
of what they are now worth at an caiy rent. 

A tax affeAing one part of a nation, which al- 
ready bears its full (hare in all parliamentary im- 
pofitions, cannot poffibly be juft, except it be in- 
flifted as a puni(hment upon that body of men, 
which is taxed, for fome great demerit or danger 
to the publick apprehended from thofe upon whom 
it is laid. Thus the papijls and nonjurors have been 
doubly taxed for refufuig to give proper fecurities 
to the government; which cannot be objc<Sled 
againft the clergy. And therefore, if this bill 
ihould pafs, I think it ought to be with a preface, 
Z 3 (hewing 
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IbewiAg wherein tbey have offendedt 9pd for what 
dUaSe£lion or other crime they are puniihed. 

If an additional excife upon ale, or a duty i^pon 
fie(h and bread, were to be ena^ed, neither the 
vidualier, butcher^ nor baker would bear ax^y ipore 
of the charge than for what themfelves confumed, 
but it would be an ec^ual general tax through the 
whole kingdom : whereas, by this bill, thp clergy 
alone are avowedly condenined to |>e deprived of 
their ancient, inherent, lindifpiited rights, in order 
to encoura^ a manufaAi^re, by which all the reft 
of the kingdom are fuppofed to be gainers. 

This bill is diredly againft magna cbarta^ where- 
of the firft claufe is. for confirming the inviolable 
rights of holy cliurch i as well as contrary to the 
bath takeq, by all our kings, at their c6ronation, 
w^ere they fwear to defend and proteA the church 
in all rights. 

A tax laid upon employments is a very different 
thing. The pofleflfors of civil ' and military em- 
ployments are no corporation; neither are they 
any part of our confti'tution ^' their ialaries, pay, 
and perquiiites, are all changeable at the pleafure ot 
the prince 'w}io beftows them, although die army 
be paid from funds raifed and appropriated' by the 
legiflature. * But tie clergy, as they have little rea- 
fon to exped, fo they defire, no more than their 
ancient legal dues: only indeed with the removal 
6f many grievous impediments in the colledibn'of 
them J which, it is to be feared, they muft wait for 
Until mdre favourable times. It is well known that 
^ . . . • ' : — . •• . 'they 
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they have already, of d^eir own accord, (hewn' 
great indulgence to their people upon this very ar-* 
tide o( flaxf feldom taking above a fourth part of 
their tithe for fmall parcels^ and oftentimes nothing 
at all for new beginners ; waiting, with patience^ 
until the fanners were able^ and until greater quan- 
tities, of land were employed in that part of huf- 
bandry ; never fufpe^ling that their good intentions 
fhould be perverted in fo fingular a manner to their 
detriment by that very aiTembly, which, during 
the time that convocations (which are- an original 
part of our conftitution, ever fincc ChriJIutnity be- 
came national among us) are thought fit to be fuf- 
peivled, God knows for what reafon, or from what 
provocations ; I fay, from that very aflembly, who, 
during the intervals of convocations, fhould rather 
be fuppofed to be guardians of the rights and pro-^ 
perties of the clergy, than to make the lead at- 
tempt upon either. 

I have not heard, upon enquiry, that any of 
thofe gentlemen, who, among us without doors, are 
called the court-party, difcover the leaft zeal in this 
affair. If they had thoughts to interpofe, it might 
be conceived they would fhew thdr difpleafure 
againft this bill, which muft very much lefTen the 
value of the king's patronage upon promotion to 
vacant fees, in the difpofal of deanries, and other 
confiderable preferments in the church, which are 
in the donation of the crown ; whereby thcf vice- 
roys will have fewer good preferments to beftow 
on their dependents, as well as upon the kindred 
Z 4 of 
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of members, who may h^ve a jbfficient ftock of 
that fort of merit, whatever it may be» which maj, 
ia future times, moft prevaU. 

The JiffixUrs^ by not fucceedin^ in their code^ 
yours to procure a repeal of the t^ have loft m* 
thing, but continue in a full enjoyment to Ihiir 
toleration % while the clergy, without giving^ ^ 
kaft oStx^t^ are, by this bill, deprived of a cm- 
fideraUe branch of their anient l^al rights, wherr* 
by the fgbifra^tical party will have the pleafuit ^f 
gratifying their revenge — b$c Grmi vburt. 

The farmer will find no relief by this m^Jm, be« 
caufe, when his preieot leafe OktM expire, his 
landlord will, inf^dlibly, raiie the rent ia an equal 
proportion upon every part of land where flax is 
fown, and haye fo much a hetter iecurity for pay* 
ment zx the expence of the ckrj^y. 

If we judge by things paft, it litUo avails that 
tills bill is to be limited to a cestui time of ten, 
twenty, or thirty years. For no luidlord will ever 
confent that a law (hall expire, by which he finds 
himfelf a gainer; and of this there are magiy ex^ 
amples, as well in England as in this kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is, by pro|>er encou- 
ragement, to extend the linen m^ufa^re into 
thofe countries where it hath hitherto been little 
cultivated : but this encouragement of Uffening the 
tithe offl^x and hemp is one of fpch a kind as, it is 
to be feared, will have a dire&iy contrary effect. 
Becaufe, if I am rightly informed, noiettof meo 
hath, for their number, fuid fortunes, been more 
.« ioduilrioMS 
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ioduftrious and fuccefsful than the clergy, in intro- 
ducing that manufaAure into places which were 
unacquainted with it, by perfuading their people 
to fqw fiax and himp^ by procuring feed for them, 
and by having them iuftru£fed in the management 
thereof; and this they did not without reaignable 
hopes of increafing the value of their pari(hes after 
fome time, as well as of promoting the benefi^t of 
the publick. But if this m^u$ fiiould take place, 
the clergy will be lb far from gaining, that they 
will become lofers by their extraordinary care, by 
having their beft arable lands turned to JiaM and 
htmp^ which ape reckoned great impoverifbers of 
land : they cannot therefore bq blamed, if they 
fhould ihew as much zeal to prevent its being in- 
troduced or improved in their pariibes, as they hi-* 
therto have (hewed in the introducing and improv-^ 
ing of it. This, I am told, fome of them have al- 
ready declared, at leait fo far as to refoivc not to 
give themfclves any more uouble than other men 
about promoting a mmiufa&ure, by the fuccefs of 
which they only of all men are to be fufFercrs. 
Perhaps, the giving even a further encouragement 
than the law doth, as it now (lands, to a fett of 
men who might, on many accounts, be fo ufcful 
to this purpofe, would be no bad method, of hav- 
ing the great end of the bill more effc£lually an- 
fwcrcd ; but this is what they are far from dcfir- 
ing ; all ihcy petition for is no more than to con- 
tinue on the fame footing with the reft of their 
fellow- fubjeds. 

If 
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If this mcdui of paying by cke acre ke to pafi 
into a bw9 it were to be wiflied, ifaac the &flK 
law would not only appoint one or aKwe fwom lor- 
veyon, in each parifli, to mcafiire the lands, on 
which Jlax and himf are finm, but alfo fecdc die 
price of furveying, and dctennine whether the in- 
cumbent or fanner is to pay for each animal fur- 
vey* Without fomethiog of this kind, there mnft 
conftantly be difputes between them, and the 
neighbouring juftices of peace muft be teizcd as of- 
ten as thofc difputes happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper was fimt 
to me, with feveral realbns againft the Irill, ftmie 
whereoff although they have been already touched, 
are put in a better light, and the reft did not oc- 
cur to me. I ihall deliver them in the author's 
own words. 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church : 
and, if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great 
antiquity. 

II. That all purchafes and leafes of titheable 
lands, for many centuries paft, have been made and 
taken, fubjcA to the demand of tithes, and thofe 
lands fold and taken juft To much the cheaper on 
that account. 

HI. That if any lands are exempted from tithes, 
or the legal demands of fuch tithes leiTened by aA 
of parliament, fo much value is taken from the pro- 
prietor of the tithes, and vefted in the proprietor of 
the lands, or his head tenants. 

IV. That 
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IV. That no innocent, unoffending pcrfon can 
be fo deprived of his property, without the greateft 
violation of common juftice. 

V. That to do this, upon a profpedl of encou- 
raging the linen or any other manufacture, is ail- 
ing upon a very miftaken and unjuQ fuppol^tion ; 
inafmuch as the price of the lands, fo occupied, will 
be no way leflened to the farmer by fuch a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to 
bear (as they now do) any burthen, in common 
with their fellow- fubj efts, either for the fupport of 
his majefty's government, or the encouragement 
of the trade of the nation ; but think it very hard, 
that they (hould be fingled out to pay heavier taxes 
than others, at a time, wjien, by the dccreafc of 
the value of their parishes, they are lefs able to bear 
them. 

yil. That the legiflaturc hath hitherto diftin- 
guifhed the clergy by exemptions, and not by addi- 
tional loads, and the prefent clergy of the kingdom 
hope they have not deferved worfe of the legifla- 
turc than their predeceflbrs. 
. VIII. That, by the original conftitution of thefe 
kingdoms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing 
themfelves, and were in pofTeifion Of that right as 
low as the Reftoration ; and, if that right be now 
devolved upon the commons, by the ceffion of the 
clergy, the commons can be confidered, in this 
cafe, in no other light than as the guardians of the 
clergy. 

IX. That 
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IX. That, befides thofc tithes always in the 
poflcffion of the cfergy, there are fome portions of 
tithes lately come into their poflcffion by purchafc ; 
chat, if this claufe Ihould take place, they would 
not be allowed the benefit of thefe purchafes, upon 
an equal foot of advantage with the refl of their 
fellow- fubjeds. And that fome tithes, in the 
hands of impropriators, are under fettlements and 
mortgages. 

X. That the gentlemen of this houie (hould con- 
ftdcr, that loading the clergy, is loading their own 
younger brothers and children, with this additional 
grievance, that it is taking from the younger and 
poorer to give to the elder and richer ; and, 

Laftly^ That, if it were, at any time, juft and 
proper to do this, it would however be too fevere 
to do it now, when all the tithes of the kingdom 
are known, for fome years paft, to have funk above 
one third part in their value. 

Any income, in the hands of the clergy, is at 
lead as ufeful to the publick, as* the fame income 
in the hands of the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the clergy, in 
three parts of the nation, an additional fupport, 
than to diminilh their prefcnt fubfiftence. 

Great employments are, and will be, in the 
hands of Englijhmen\ nothing left for the younger 
fons of Injhmen but vicarages, tide-waiters places, 
£S/V. therefore no reafon to make them worfe. 

The modusj upon the Jiax in England^ affefls 
only lands reclaimed fmce the year 1690, and is 

at 
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at the rate of five (hillings the EngUJh acre, whic 
is equivalent to eight (hillings and eight pence /rZ/^J 
and that to be paid before the farmer remove iC 
from the field. Flax is a manufsflure of liitb 
confequence in England^ but is the flaple in. Irt\ 
land', and if it increafes (as it probably wiilj am 
in many places, jo(Ue out corn, becaufc It h mor^ 
gainful. 

The clergy of the e(bibli(hed church have no tn^ 
tereft, like thofe of the church of Rsrm^ ii&'m 
from the true intereft of their country, and there-* 
fore ought to fuffer under no diflinit impofitloASi 
or taxes of any kind. 

The bill, for fettling the modus of England^ wa*| 
brought in, the firft year of the rcjgn of king 
George I. when the clergy lay, very unjuftly, un- 
der the imputation of fome difaffeflion; and en- 
couraged the bringirig in of fome fens in Lincdn-- 
Jhire^ which were not to be continued under^^^jrj 
but it left all lands, where j^^jf had been fown be- 
fore that time, under the fame condition of tithing, 1 
in which they were before the pafliag of that bill ; 
whereas this bill takes away what the clergy are 
a£lually poiTefTed of. 

That the woollen manufaSure is the ftaple of 
England^ as the linen is that of Ireland^ yet no at- 
tempt was ever made in England to reduce the tithe 
of wool for the encouragement of that manufac- 
ture. This manufacture hath already been re- 
markably favoured by the clergy , who have hitherto 
been generally content with Icfs than half, fome 

with 
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pence a garden^ and fone have taken m^ 
king. 

Eoiploynients, they fay, have been €a!Ked ; thie 
for which taxation will not hold with re- 
rd to property, at leaft till emplayments become 
beritances. The commons always have had fo 
nder a regard to property, that they would never 
ier any law to pafs, whereby any particular per- 
might be aggrieved without their own Confent. 

N^ B. Sofoi alurati9ns iavi bun maek in the bill 
ah§ttt tbi tnoiuSj^nce tbi cbwefepir was writ^ 
ten ; but they are ofUttle menuni. 



End of Vol. IX. 
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